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VII. GENERAL FUND AND MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE FUND 
C.1 Grants - Library Services Improvement Fund Request 
 
 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation awarded the Commission a grant of $615,100 as matching 
funds for our award from the National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
(NTIA) under the Broadband Technologies Opportunity Program’s (BTOP) Public Computer 
Center funding category.  The Commission has signed the required grant agreement and will 
receive the matching funds in two equal installments in 2 fiscal years, FY2011 and FY2012. The 
Gates Foundation has stipulated that the grant funds be “invested in highly liquid investments 
(such as interest-bearing bank accounts)” so they will be deposited in the Library Services 
Improvement Fund. 
 
Of the $615,100 grant award, $150,000 must be spent on E-rate application support to help 
build the capacity of participating libraries to sustain their projects following the conclusion of 
the BTOP grant period. We contracted with E-Rate Central to provide training and consulting 
services to public libraries during the first phase of the E-Rate process.  Five training sessions 
were completed in early September with 60 libraries in attendance. The Gates funding will also 
cover computer and telecom hardware and recurring monthly telecom charges for the 
participating libraries for the grant period. 
 
I am requesting Board approval for expenditures of up to $307,550 from the Library Services 
Improvement Fund for expenses incurred for the Commission’s BTOP project                                              
in FY2011.  
 
Expenditures from that fund require specific approval of the Board of Library Commissioners: 
 

IC 33-2506(2) Purpose. The purpose of the library services improvement fund is to further 
the development of library services for all the people of Idaho. Moneys in the library 
services improvement fund are appropriated to and may be expended by the board of 
library commissioners at any time for the purposes provided in this section. 
 
(4) Payments. (c) Payments from the library services improvement fund may be used only 
for the purposes approved by the board of library commissioners. Funding decisions shall be 
solely within the discretion of the board of library commissioners. 
 
 

 Suggested motion: I move that expenditures of up to $307,550 from the Library Services 
Improvement Fund be approved for                                               expenses 
for FY2011. 

 
 MSC _______________________________________ 
 
 


