
Featured Book 
Chicka Chicka, 1,2,3, by Bill 
Martin, Jr. 
The numbers 1-30 decide to 
race up the nearby apple tree 
as they play together. Can 
they all successfully fit in the 
tree? What will the “0” do when it can’t find a 
place for itself? Join this number adventure 
through rhyming words and colorful artwork. 

Math has concepts that explain how our world 
works. Children love to count, measure, sort, 
and compare. Math gives children a way to talk 
about objects and ideas which develops 
general knowledge about the world. They can 
describe things as big or small, thick or thin, 
etc. Using their natural interest in math helps 
them learn new words and concepts.  

Recognizing patterns, classifying (sorting), and 
solving problems are important pre-reading 
skills. When they can recognize patterns, such 
as black-white, black-white, it helps them 
recognize the way that words are put 
together. 

Children should be able to count to 10 without 
help before they start kindergarten. They 
should also be able to: 

 Count objects to 10 

 Know a number from a letter 

 Use math concepts such as more, less, same 

 Use math skills in daily routines 

(Idaho Early Learning Guidelines) 
Taking the time to play board games can help 
children develop counting skills, recognize 
colors and shapes, and identify numbers. It is 
a fun way to play and learn together as a 
family! 

More books for building math skills 
 Ten Little Caterpillars, by Bill Martin, Jr. 

 One Hundred Hungry Ants, by Elinor J. 
Pinczes 

 10 Little Rubber Ducks, by 
Eric Carle 

 The Doorbell Rang, by Pat 
Hutchins 

 Shapes, Shapes, Shapes, 
by Tana Hoban 

 Fish Eyes: A Book You Can Count On, by 
Lois Ehlert 

 Actual Size, by Steve Jenkins 

 The Grouchy Ladybug, 
by Eric Carle 

  Lots and Lots of Zebra 
Stripes: Patterns in 
Nature, by Stephen 
Swinburne 

 There Were Ten in the Bed, by Susan 
Chapman Calitri 

 

Math is Fun! 

 



Nursery Rhyme 
Baa Baa Black Sheep 

Baa baa black sheep 

Have you any wool? 

Yes sir, yes sir, 

Three bags full.  

One for the master, 

One for the dame, 

One for the little girl who  
lives down the lane, 

Baa baa black sheep 

Have you any wool? 

Yes sir, yes sir, 

Three bags full.  

More fun with  
Chicka Chicka 1,2,3… 
In the kitchen... Let your child help 
you cook part of a meal. They will learn 
measurement, how to read a recipe, and 
classifying (sorting) which ingredients 
are dry, which ingredients are wet, etc. 
Around town...Colors and shapes are 
math concepts that you can work on as 
you travel around town. Safety signs 
are different shapes and colors, gro-
cery stores have different shaped 
packages (and lots of numbers), and 
there are different colored cars driv-
ing on the street. Play “I Spy” or 
“Name that Color” with the things you 
see. 

What your library can do for you… 
Ask the children’s librarian to help you 
find books that teach math concepts– 
patterns, counting, measuring, etc.  

This project is made possible by a grant from the 
U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services. 
Brought to you by the Idaho Commission for  
Libraries’ Read to Me program and your local  
library. 

Song to Sing… 
Count to Three 

(to the tune “Mary Had a Little Lamb– 
start by standing up) 

Lightly tap your foot two times, 
Foot two times, foot two times, 
Lightly tap your foot two times, 

Now let’s count to three. 
 
 

1, 2, 3, let’s all sit down, 
All sit down, all sit down. 
1, 2, 3, let’s all sit down, 
Quietly on the ground. 
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