local library
and Idaho’s Read
to Me program

Science is All Around Us

There are many types of science to explore

with your child.

o Botany is the study of plants.

o The study of living things is biology.

» Astronomy is the study of space -- stars
and planets.

o The study of the Earth and elements
(soil, rocks, etc.) is geology.

Children have a natural curiosity about

these sciences. Just letting them dig around

in the dirt creates opportunities o find

bugs and feel the different types of dirt

and rocks that are in your area. Creating a

science backpack will help your child learn

more from their science play. Some items

that could be included are:

1. magnifying glass

2. ruler or measuring tape

3. plastic bags to hold
collections

4. a small notebook to
draw or write in

5. nonfiction science
books

There are simple science experiments you
can encourage your child to try:

« adding water to dirt or flour to see what
happens

« planting seeds or sprouting beans

o Putting food color in a glass with water,
and then adding a stalk of celery fo see
if it changes colors

Explore science. It is all around us!

Featured Book

In the Small, Small Small, Small Pond

Pa”d' by Denise «  DeniseFleming
Fleming L

As a young child explores a
pond, he notices the variety of water and
land animals that live there. The tadpoles
wriggle, the herons plunge, and the muskrats
stack. This book introduces a lot of science
vocabulary. It has also won a

Caldecott Honor award
for the artwork.

Denise Fleming has
written many great
books including In the
Tall, Tall Grass and The First Day of
Winter. Ask your librarian for more books
by her.

Other Science Books...

o What Do Roots Do? by
Kathleen V. Kudlinski

» My Five Senses, by Aliki

o Bugs A to Z, by Caroline
Lawton

o Head to Toe, by Eric Carle | Wil L“ 1 .

o Blackout, by John Rocco UI_LMMU 1

o Swirl by Swirl: Patterns in e
Nature, by Joyce Sidman

o If You Decide to Go to the
Moon, by Faith McNulty

o Backyard Detective: Critters Up Close,
by Nic Bishop




More fun with In the Small,
Small Pond. .

Tech time... Play the interactive STEM
(science, technology, engineering, math)
game on our website: http://
stemgame.lili.org/public/. It will take you to
activities, experiments, games, and videos
that you can do with your child.

Keep it moving... Have your child act out
the movements of each animal in the story:
wiggle, waddle, shiver, doze, lunge, scatter,
twirl, swoop, click, flip, flash, pack and
sleep are some of the actions you can do.

Science connection... Chart the phases of
the moon. Using a calendar or notebook,
trace a circle using a quarter or milk cap.
Go outside each night with your child and
look at the moon. Help your child color in
the circle o match what they
see. Be sure to include the date
each night.

0 0 6 6 6 6 6 6 06 06
Rhyme
Star Light, Star Bright
Star light,
Star bright,
First star
I see tonight,

I wish I may,
I wish I might,
Have the wish
I wish tonight.

Song to Sing
At Night it is Dark
(tfune: The Farmer in the Dell)
AT night, it is dark.
At night it is dark.
The sun has gone, the moon
has come.
At night, it is dark.

I can see the stars.

I can see the stars.
They twinkle softly in the sky.

I can see the stars.

Goodnight, moon and stars.
Goodnight, moon and stars.
T'll see you tomorrow night.
Goodnight, moon and stars.

What your library can do for you...
Some libraries are sponsoring "Have Fun
with Math and Science” workshops. They
are a one-time event full of information
and activities. Check it out!
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This project is made possible by a grant from the
U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services.
Brought to you by the Idaho Commission for
Libraries’ Read to Me program and your local
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