
Board Document 15-02 
 
VI. GENERAL FUND AND MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE FUND 
A.1 Finances – FY2016 Budget Submission 
 
The FY2016 budget request has been prepared according to Division of Financial Management’s 
budget development manual and is to be submitted by September 3. 
 

Suggested motion: I move that the FY2016 agency budget request be approved as 
described in Board Document 15-02, and that the State Librarian be 
authorized to make adjustments in the request as may be required by 
the Division of Financial Management or the Legislative Services 
Office. 

 
MSC____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Line Items (new funding): 
 
 #1  Personnel Sustainability 

 
 

FTP Personnel 
Cost 

Operating 
Expense 

Capital 
Outlay 

Trustee/ 
Benefit 

Total 

General 0.0  $57,000 $0 $0 $0 $57,000 
Federal 0.0 $12,000 $0 $0 $0 $12,000 
 0.0 $69,000 $0 $0 $0 $69,000 

 
 #2  Community Development through Public Library Broadband 

 FTP Personnel 
Cost 

Operating 
Expense 

Capital 
Outlay 

Trustee/ 
Benefit 

Total 

General 0.0  $0 $0 $0 $200,000 $200,000 
 0.0 $0 $0 $0 $200,000 $200,000 

 
 #3  Read to Me Mini-Grants to Libraries 

 
 

FTP Personnel 
Cost 

Operating 
Expense 

Capital 
Outlay 

Trustee/ 
Benefit 

Total 

General 0.0  $0 $0 $0 $100,000 $100,000 
 0.0 $0 $0 $0 $100,000 $100,000 

 
 Line Item totals: 

 
 

FTP Personnel 
Cost 

Operating 
Expense 

Capital 
Outlay 

Trustee/ 
Benefit 

Total 

General 0.0  $57,000 $0 $0 $300,000 $357,000 
Federal 0.0 $12,000 $0 $0 $0 $ 12,000 
 0.0 $69,000 $0 $0 $300,000 $369,000 
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FY2016 Total Request Estimate:  

      

 
 

 
Personnel  Operating Capital  Trustee/  

  FTP Cost Expense Outlay Benefit Total  
0001-00 General 28.5 $1,910,200 $1,502,200 $34,800 $400,000 $3,847,200 
0348-00 Federal  11.0 $600,900 $916,500 $32,000 $60,000 $1,609,400 
0349-00 Misc Rev     $55,000 $5,000 $10,000 $70,000 
  39.5 $2,511,100 $2,473,700 $71,800 $470,000 $5,526,600 

 
 Estimated changes from FY2015 (state $ / federal $): 

• Personnel: Enhancement request = $57,000 / $12,000 
 Benefit costs = $33,000 / $13,500  
 1% CEC placeholder = $18,200 / $5,700 

• Operating: Inflation for LiLI-D contracts = $19,500 / $0 
• Capital Outlay:   Server & computer equipment replacements = $34,800 / $32,000  
• Trustee/Benefit:  Enhancement requests = $300,000 / $0 
• Miscellaneous Revenue adjustments based on trend data: Increase spending authority 

in Operating, decrease in Capital Outlay and Trustee/Benefit 
 
 
FY2016 B8.1 Decision Unit DETAIL NARRATIVE 
 
#1 PRIORITY: Personnel Sustainability 
 
What is being requested and why?   

 
This request is made to phase in additional Personnel funds to implement the agency’s CEC 
(Change in Employee Compensation) Plan. The agency needs to address salary compression 
and have the ability to move employees who meet performance expectations in their pay 
grade in accordance with the State’s Hay Plan. 

 
 
#2 PRIORITY: Community Development through Public Library Broadband 
 
What is being requested and why?   
 

This request is for $200,000 to help meet the expanding need for Internet access in the 
state’s 103 public library jurisdictions. It supports the role of Idaho public libraries as 
partners in community development by providing reimbursement for a portion of public 
libraries’ Internet service provider (ISP) charges. 
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This request is made because:   
• Idaho residential broadband deployment significantly lags the national average. 

Idahoans without sufficient Internet access are shut off from jobs, government services, 
health care, and education. The social and economic effects of that gap are looming 
larger. Persistent digital inequality deepens economic disparities, 

• Public libraries in 140 Idaho communities play a significant role in filling that gap - 70% 
report they are the only source of free broadband in their communities.  

• Even Idahoans with residential Internet often choose to use the library’s access, because 
of more reliable connections, higher speed, and/or the help they get from library staff. 
LinkIDAHO’s state broadband plan recognizes the significant role public libraries play in 
providing public access technology in their communities.  

• Library service today depends on high-capacity, high-quality, affordable broadband. In 
FY2013, Idahoans logged on to public library computers some 2,011,400 times.  

• Like Idaho schools, Idaho public libraries need sufficient broadband to serve their 
growing community demands. And as with Idaho schools, state assistance will 
strengthen the capacity of Idaho public libraries to connect their communities to online 
information, services, and opportunities.  

• Only 7.3% of Idaho libraries have connectivity speeds of greater than 30 Mbps, 
compared to 22.3% nationally. And almost half of Idaho libraries report they don’t 
always have adequate connection speed for their users. 

• Broadband access is increasingly needed to support many aspects of Idahoans’ lives, and 
Idaho libraries address those needs by offering a variety of technology-related services 
(FY2012 survey): 

  

% of 
Libraries 

# of 
Libraries/ 

Communities 
Only free access to computers & Internet in their 
communities 70.8% 102 
Information technology training for patrons 93.0% 134 
Licenses databases in support of education, business, & 
health 100.0% 144 
Access to jobs databases & other job opportunity 
resources 96.2% 139 
Homework resources 96.1% 138 
How to access & use e-government websites 92.4% 133 
Access to online civil service exam materials 80.7% 116 
Help patrons negotiate online job applications 78.6% 113 

 
 
#3 PRIORITY:  Read to Me Minigrants to Libraries 
 
What is being requested and why?   
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The request is a permanent increase of $100,000 for the Commission’s annual Read to Me 
(RTM) Minigrants to libraries (for a total of $200,000). The goal of the RTM Minigrant 
program is to increase convenient access to quality, age appropriate fiction and non-fiction 
books for young children who are unlikely to have them at home. Research shows that 
when children have access to books, they read them, and when they read a lot, all aspects 
of literacy improve. The Minigrant program directly supports the goal of ensuring all Idaho 
young children are reading proficiently and at grade level. 
 
The 2014 Legislature appropriated a $100,000 one-time increase for RTM Minigrants for 
FY2015. This request is to make that amount ongoing, for a total of $200,000 annually. This 
request is made because: 
• It supports the State’s efforts to improve reading proficiency and ensure that Idaho 

children are reading at grade level by 3rd grade. A good education is founded on solid 
early literacy skills and proficient reading ability. Literacy is essential to success in 
today’s economy. 

• There is documented need. 
• The first Minigrant appropriation was $100,000 in FY2013. 97 public and elementary 

school libraries applied for a total of $357,000. The $100,000 was awarded to 29 
libraries (20 school and 9 public); we were unable to fund the other 68 requests 
(70%).   

• In FY2014 we limited the program to elementary school libraries. 59 applied for a 
total of $242,000. The $100,000 was awarded to 23 schools; we were unable to fund 
the other 36 (61%). 

• In FY2015, we were appropriated a one-time increase of $100,000 for a total of 
$200,000. 80 elementary school libraries applied for $314,000. The $200,000 was 
awarded to 49 schools; we were unable to fund the other 31 (39%). 

• With a current count of 264 schools serving Grades 1 to 3, over 3 years of 
minigrants, only 92 (35%) have received funding. 
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