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2010-11 Read to Me First Book
Guidelines and Requirements
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What is First Book?  
First Book is a national non-profit organization with a single mission: To give disadvantaged children the opportunity to read and own books for a home library. Since 1997, the Idaho Commission for Libraries’ Read to Me Program has partnered with First Books to involve libraries as local First Book sites. Read to Me Project Coordinators select and order age appropriate books and provides a related activity sheet each month for nine months (September – May). These are sent directly to participating libraries. For 2010-11, Read to Me First Book will be able to provide books for approximately 1,600 children.  Although repeat funding is not guaranteed, libraries are eligible to reapply each year. 
What are the requirements?
1. Applicant libraries must be a publicly-funded public or elementary school library.
Eighty-five percent of the books should go to low income children who might not otherwise have books in their home. The books should go to the same children each month for the entire nine months the project runs. If you are serving children at a daycare or in a classroom, all the children in that classroom need to receive books.
2. Each library must have a community partner who serves underserved children.  Examples include: Head Start, Even Start, WIC, local day care centers, family literacy programs, school district developmental preschools, PAT programs, migrant programs, teen parent programs, etc.  Schools must partner with the public library as their primary partner.
3. A member of the library staff is encouraged to be actively involved in the book distribution, where feasible.  This person will be asked to attend a training session sponsored by the Idaho Commission for Libraries.

4. Direct contact with the child is required when books are delivered, and the delivery of the books should contain an educational component.  During most book distributions, you are encouraged to read the book and do a simple activity related to the theme of the book.

5.  Each library site must provide one workshop for parents of participating children or one family event that specifically targets First Book families. 

6. Libraries collect program data and provide a final written report to the Idaho Commission for Libraries. 
2010-11 First Book Application
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Please read the First Book project description and requirements before you answer these questions.  You must fill out the First Book cover sheet and you need to attach a letter of support from your community partner.  
1. Applicant is a ( publicly-funded public library  ( publicly-funded elementary school library
2. Describe the need for this project in your community.  How did the library assess this need?
3.  Number of First Books needed: 


	Age Range
	Quantity

	Ages birth to 2 (board books)
	

	Preschool
	

	Grades K-1 
	

	TOTAL
	


4.  List your community partner(s) [agencies, organizations, or service providers who serve underserved children / families in your service area]. School libraries must partner with a local public library. Attach a letter of support from your partner(s).
5.  Describe your plan for distributing First Books which meet project requirements, including the role your community partner will play.
6.  Describe your plan for providing early literacy training for parents or a family reading event specifically for your First Book families:
7.  Public Libraries Only: If you will be serving children who live outside the library jurisdiction, explain how you will address non-resident library cards.

[image: image3.png]\
Firet: Book







2010-2011 FIRST BOOK 

       COVER SHEET

   Deadline: Thursday, May 13, 2010   

Applicant library :_______________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________City___________Zip_______

Library Contact / Title: _____________________________________________________
Telephone: __________     FAX: ___________    E-mail: ____________________________

Community Partner Organization:_______________________________________________
Partner Contact Person / Title:_____________________________ Telephone: __________

Applicant is a 
( publicly-funded public library  ( publicly-funded elementary school library

	SIGNATURES

PRIMARY COMMUNITY PARTNER: We are aware of, and agree to participate in, the project as outlined in this application and/or our letter of support.

____________________________________          ___________________________

Community Partner Organization                                                                Date signed

____________________________________          ___________________________

Signature of Representative                                                                      Title

	LIBRARY/SCHOOL: We are aware of and support the library’s participation in First Book as outlined in this application. 
_______________________________________
____________________

Library Director or School Principal (for school libraries)

Date Signed

_______________________________________
____________________

Library Board Chair or District Librarian (for public libraries)
             Date Signed





  2010-2011 

  FIRST BOOK  

  Application 

Check List

APPLICATION MUST BE POSTMARKED BY MIDNIGHT OR RECEIVED AT THE IDAHO COMMISSION FOR LIBRARIES BY 

                     5 p.m. on Thursday, May 13, 2010
In order to be considered for funding, the First Book Application must include the following items.

Arrange items in each packet in the order listed below:

One original and three copies (a total of four):

· Signed Cover Sheet 
· Items 1 through 7 on the First Book application. 
· Letter of Support from your primary partner(s).

Failure to complete and submit each section of the application will result in disqualification of your proposal.  
Other considerations:





First Book applicants will be chosen on the basis of their overall application. First priority will be given to public libraries who have never participated or who have participated for fewer than three years. 





Libraries are encouraged to sign families up for public library cards. When a community partner (like Head Start) serves families outside a library jurisdiction, some accommodation for nonresident library cards needs to be considered.





The three age groups for the Read to Me First Book program are: Birth to age two (board books), Preschool, and K-1.











