
 

 

 
Pre-K to 1st Grade Nonfiction Book List 

(Compiled in 2017 by ICfL staff) 

 

5. Bang, Molly and Chisholm, Penny (2017). Rivers of 
Sunlight. (Illustrated by Molly Bang). The Blue Sky 
Press. Ages 5-8. 

 
 

6. Banks, Kate. (2015). Max's Math. 

(Illustrated by Boris Kulikov). Farrar Straus & 

Giroux. Ages 4-7. 

 

7. Bass, Jennifer Vogel. (2015). Edible 

Numbers. Roaring Brook. Ages 2-5. 

8.  Beaty, Andrea (2013). Rosie Revere Engineer.  

(Illustrator: David Roberts). Abrams Books. Ages 5-7. 

*Newest book in the series: Ada Twist, Scientist 

(2016). 

1. Adler, David A. (2013). Millions, Billions, and Tril-
lions. (Illustrated by Edward Miller). Holiday 
House. Gr 3-5 & Things That Float And Things 
That Don’t (Illustrated by Anna Raff) Holiday 
House. Ages 7-10. 

2.  Aliki. (1989) My Five Senses. Harper Collins. 

Ages 3-6. *Available in Spanish. 

3. Arndt, Ingo. (2013). Best Foot Forward: Exploring 
Feet, Flippers, and Claws. Holiday House. Ages K-
Gr 2. 

4. Ashton, Diana Hutts (2016). A Beetle Is Shy, 

(Illustrator Sylvia Long). Chronicle Books.  Ages 4-7.   

Newest in this series. 



 

 

 
 

 

15. Bryant, Jen (2016). Six Dots. A Story of Young 
Louis Braille. (Illustrated by Boris Kulikov). Alfred 
A. Knopf. Ages 5-9. 

 
 

9. Berne, Jennifer (2013). On a Beam of 

Light: A Story of Albert Einstein. 

(Illustrator Vladimir Radunsky) Chronicle 

Books. Ages 6-9. 

10. Berry, Lynne. (2013), What Floats in a 

Moat? (Matthew Cordell). (Illustrator 

M a tt h e w  C o r d e l l ) .  Simon & Schuster.  

Ages 5-9. 

11. Borgert-Spaniol, Megan. (2012). Anteaters. 

Bellwether Media. Ages 5-7. *New titles com-

ing in 2018 on Caribou, Mountain Goats, & 

Northern Cardinals. 

 

13. Boyd, Lizi. (2014). Flashlight. Chronicle Books.    

Ages 2-5. 

12.  Brown, Don, (2015). Aaron and Alexander: 
The Most Famous Duel in American      
History. Roaring Brook. Ages 5 - 8 .  

14.  Bryan, Ashley. (2014). Ashley Bryan’s Puppets:  
Making Something from Everything.  Atheneum 
Books for Young Readers.  Ages 6-9. 

16. Burliegh, Robert. (2015). Trapped! A Whale’s  

Rescue. (Illustrated by Wendell Minor).   

Charlesbridge. Ages 3-7. 



 

 

17. Butterworth, Chris. (2011). How Did That Get in 
My Lunchbox?: The Story of Food. (Illustrated by 
Lucia   Aggiotti). Candlewick Press. Ages 4-7. 

 

18. Buzzeo, Toni. (2015). A Passion for Elephants: 

The Real Life Adventure of Field Scientist Cyn-

thia Moss. (Illustrated by Holly Berry). Dial. 

Ages 8-12. 

19. Calmenson, Stephanie. (2007). May I Pet Your 

Dog?: The How-to Guide for Kids Meeting Dogs 

(and Dogs Meeting Kids). Clarion Books. Ages 4-

7. 

20. Chin, Jason. (2014). Gravity.  Roaring Book 

Press. Grades 1-4. 

21. Clements, Andrew. (2010). The Handiest Things in 

the World. (Illustrated & photographed by Raquel 

Jaramillo). Atheneum Books for Young Readers. 

Ages 4-8. 

22. Cole, Henry. (2014). Big Bug. Little S i m o n .  

A g e s  4 - 7 .  

23.  Colon, Raul. (2014). Draw! Simon & Schuster.     
Ages 4-8. 

24. Copeland, Misty. (2014). Firebird. Illus-

trator Christopher Myers). Putnam. Ag-

es 5-8. 



 

 

25. Cottin, Menena. (2008). The Black Book of Colors. 

(Illustrated by Rosana Faria). Groundwood Books.  

Ages 5 and up.  

 

26. DK & Andrea Mills. (2015). Strange but True!          
Ages 7-12. 

27. Davey, Owen. (2015). Mad about Monkeys. 

Nobrow Press. Ages 5-9. 

30. Fleming, Candace. (2016)  Giant Squid. (Illustrated by 
Eric Rohmann). Roaring Book Press Ages 6-10. 

28. Edwards, Karl Newsom. (2015). Fly! Alfred A. Knopf.  
Ages 3-7. 

29. Flatt, Lizann. (2013). Sorting through Spring (Math in 
Nature series). (Illustrated by Ashley Byron). Owlkids 
Books. Ages 5-7.  

31.  Formento, Allison. (2012). These Bees Count.  Ages 
3-7. & (2014).These Rocks Count! (Illustrated by Sa-
rah Snow). Albert Whitman & Co. Ages 4-7. 

32. Gehl, Laura.  (2014) ).  (2014). One Big Pair of Un-
derwear. (Illustrated by Tom Lichtenheld). Beach 
Lane. Ages 4-8. 



 

 

38. Himmelman, John (2017). There’s a Bug on My Book. 
(Illustrated by John Himmelman). Dawn Publications.  
Ages 3-7. 

 
 

33. Ghahremani, Susie (2017). Stack the Cats. 
(Illustrated by Susie Ghahremani). Abrams Apple-
seed. Ages 3-5. 

34. Goldstone, Bruce. (2013). That’s a Possibility! & 
(2015) I See a Pattern Here. Henry Holt & Co. Ages 
7-10. 

35. Gray, Rita. (2014). Have You Heard the Nesting Bird? 
(Illustrated by Kenard Pak). Houghton Mifflin.     
Ages 3-7. 

36. Greenwood, Marie. (2013). Amazing Giant Wild 
Animals. (Illustrated by Peter Minister). DK Pub-
lishing. Ages 5-9. 

37. Guiberson, Brenda Z. and Gennady Spirin.  (2016). 
The Deadliest Creature in the World.  Henry Holt & 
Co.  Ages 4-8. 

39. Hosford, Kate. (2012). Infinity and Me. (Illustrated by 
Gabi Swiatkowska). Carolrhoda Books. Ages 6-9. 

40. Jenkins, Steve & Robin Page. (2016). Flying Frogs and 
Walking Fish: Leaping Lemurs, Tumbling Toads, Jet-
Propelled Jellyfish, and More Surprising Ways that Ani-
mals Move. Hmh Books. Ages 5-8. 

 



 

 

43. Jenkins, Steve (2016). Animals by the Numbers. (Jacket 
illustrated by Steve Jenkins). Houghton Mifflin Har-
court.  Ages 6-12. 

45. Kaner, Etta (2017). Animals Do, Too! (Illustrated by 
Marilyn Faucher). Kids Can Press. Ages 3-6.  

 

47. Kirk, Daniel (2017). Rhino in the House. (Illustrated 
by Daniel Kirk). Abrams. Ages 4-8.  

41. Jenkins, Steve & Robin Page. (2015). How to Swallow 
a Pig: Step-By-Step Advice from the Animal King-
dom. Hmh Books. Ages 6-8. 

42. Jenkins, Steve (2004). Actual Size. Houghton Mifflin.  
Ages 4-9. & Eye to Eye. (2014). Houghton Mifflin. Ages 
6-9. And many others by him! 

 

44. Judge, Lita. (2013). How Big Were Dinosaurs? 
Roaring Brook Press. Ages 6-9. 

46. Kelsey, Elin. (2015). Wild Ideas: Let Nature Inspire 
Your Thinking. (Illustrated by Soyeon Kim). Owlkids 
Books. Ages 4-8. 

48. Lawler, Janet. (2014). Rain Forest Colors. 
(Illustrator Tim Laman). National Geographic 
Society.  Ages 3-7. 



 

 

54. Markle, Sandra (2107). Thirsty, Thirsty Elephants. 
(Illustrated by Fabricio VandenBroeck). Charlesbridge. 
Ages 4-7.  

49. Levine, Sara. (2014). Bone by Bone. (Illustrated by 
T.S. Spookytooth). Millbrook Press. Ages K-Gr 2.  

50. Lewin, Ted. (2014). Can You See Me? Holiday House. 
Ages 3-7. 

51. London, Jonathan (2015). Hippos Are Huge! 

(Illustrated by Matthew Trueman) Candlewick Press. 

Ages 5-8. 

52. Low, William. (2012). Machines Go to Work in the 

City.  Henry Holt & Co. Ages 4-7. 

53. Lyon, George Ella (2011). All the Water in the World. 

(illustrated by Katherine Tillotson).  Antheneum Books 

for Young Readers.  Ages 3-7. 

55. Matheson, Christie. (2013). Tap the Magic Tree. 

Greenwillow. Ages 4-8. 

56. Mayo, Margaret. (2002). Dig Dig Digging. (Illustrated 

by Alex Ayliffe).  Henry Holt. Ages 3-5. 



 

 

62. Murguia, Bethanie Deeney (2017). Toucans, Too. 
(Illustrated by Bethanie Murguia). Little Bee Books.   
Ages 3-6.    

57. McCloskey, Kevin (2016). The Real Poop on Pigeons. 

Toon Books. Ages 8-12. 

58. Menotti, Andrea (2012). How Many Jelly Beans? 

(Illustrated by Yancey Labat). Chronicle Books.  Ages 

4-8.  

59. Messner, Kate. (2015). Up in the Garden and 

Down in the Dirt. (Illustrated by Christopher Silas 

Neal). Chronicle Books. Ages 4-8. 

60. Mora, Pat. (2014). Water Rolls, Water Rises: El 

Agua Rueda, El Agua Sube. (Illustrated by Meilo 

So). Children’s Book Press. Ages 6-11. 

61. Munro, Roxie. (2011). Hatch! Marshall Caven-
dish.  Ages 6-8. 

63. National Geographic Kids. (2015). Weird but 
True! 7. National Geographic Kids. Ages 7-
12. 

64. O’Brien, Anne Sibley. (2015). I’m New 

Here. Charlesbridge. Ages 4-7. 



 

 

65. Overdeck, Laura. (2015). Bedtime Math: The Truth 

Comes Out. (Illustrated by Jim Paillot). Feiwel & 

Friends. Ages 3-7. 

66. Pallotta, Jerry. (2015) Butterfly Counting. 

(Illustrated by Shennen Bersani). Charlesbridge.  

Ages 3-7.  

67. Page, Robin. (2015) A Chicken Followed Me 

Home! Beach Lane. Ages 5-10.  

68. Paschkis, Julie (2015). Flutter and Hum / Aleteo y 

zumbido: Animal Poems / Poemas de Animales.         

Henry Holt. Ages 4-8. 

69. Pfeffer, Wendy. (2014). Light Is All Around Us. 
(Illustrator Paul Meisel). HarperCollins. Ages 4-8. 

70. Rattini, Kristin Baird. (2013). Weather.  National     
Geographic Kids. Ages 4-6. 

71. Reynolds, Paul A. (2014). Sydney & Simon: Full 

Steam Ahead! (Illustrated by Peter H Reynolds). 

Charlesbridge. Ages 6-9. 

72.  Richardson, Bill, Roxanna Bikadoroff. (2017).  

The Alphabet Thief.  Groundwork  Books.  

Ages 5-9. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

73. Robbins, Dean (2017). Margaret and the Moon. 
Illustrated by Lucy Knisley). Alfred A. Knopf. Ages 5-8.  

78. Sayre, April Pulley (2016). Squirrels Leap, Squir-
rels Sleep. (Illustrated by Steve Jenkins). Henry Holt 
and Company. Ages 3-6.  

74. Rocco, John. (2011). Blackout. Disney/ Hy-

perion Books. Ages 4-6. 

75. Rosenthal, Amy Krouse (2011). This Plus That: 
Life’s Little Equations. (Illustrated by  Jen Corace).  
Harper. Ages 4-8. 

76. Salas, Laura Purdie. (2014). Water Can Be. 
(Illustrated by Violeta Dabija). Millbrook 
Press.    Ages 3-7. 

77. Sayre, April Pulley. (2011). Rah, Rah, Radishes! & 
(2012) Go, Go,Grapes: A Fruit Chant! Beach Lane 
Books.  Ages 3-7. 

79. Schwartz, David M. ((2013). Rotten Pumpkin. 
(Photos by Dwight Kuhn). Creston Books. 
Ages 4-12. 

80. Seeger, Laure Vaccara. (2013). Bully. Roaring 
Brook Press. Ages 3-7.  



 

 

82. Sidman, Joyce (2017). Round. (Illustrated 
by Taeeun Yoo). Houghton Mifflin Har-
court. Ages 3-6. 

87. Stewart, Melissa (2017). Can an Aardvark 
Bark? (Illustrated by Steven Jenkins). Beach 
Lane Books. Ages 4-8.  

81. Shea, Susan A. (2011). Do You Know Which Ones 

Will Grow? (Paintings by Tim Slaughter). Blue Ap-

ple Books. Ages 4-7. 

83. Sidman, Joyce. (2011). Swirl by Swirl: Spirals in 

Nature. (Illustrated by Beth Drommes). 

Houghton Mifflin.  Ages 4-8. 

84. Sill, Catherine. (2011). About Hummingbirds. 

(Illustrated by John Sill). Peachtree. Ages 5-9. 

85. Singer, Marilyn. (2011). Caterpillars.  Early Light 
Books. Ages 4-9. 

86. Sisson, Stephanie Roth. (2014). Star Stuff: Carl Sa-

gan and Mysteries of the Cosmos. Roaring Brook 

Press. Ages 4-7.  

88. Stewart, Melissa. (2014). Feathers: Not Just for Fly-

ing. (Illustrated by Sarah S. Brannen). Charlesbridge. 

Ages 6-9. 



 

 

91. Suen, Anastasia (2017). Up! Up! Up! Skyscraper. 
(Illustrated by Ryan O’Rourke). Charlesbridge. Ages 5-8.  
 

93. Tekavec, Heather (2017). Different? Same! 

(Illustrated by Pippa Curnick). Kids Can 

Press. Ages 3-6.  

 

89. Stills, Caroline. (2014). Mice Mischief: Math 

Facts in Action. (Illustrated by Judith Rossell). 

Holiday House. Ages 3-7.  

90. Stockdale, Susan. (2015). Spectacular Spots. 
Peachtree. Ages 3-7.  

92. Sweet, Mary. (2011). Balloons over Broadway:  

The True Story of the Puppeteer of Macy’s Parade.  

Houghton Mifflin Books for Children. Ages 5-7. 

94. Tullet, Herve. (2014). Mix it Up!  Chronicle Books.  
Ages 3-7. 

95. Vernick, Audrey. (2012). Brothers at Bat: The True  

Story of an Amazing All-Brother Baseball Team. 

(Illustrator: Steven Salerno). Clarion Books.         

Ages 5-7. 

96.  Ward, Jennifer. (2014). Mama Built a Little Nest. 
(Illustrated by Steve Jenkins). Beach Lane Books.   
Ages 4-8. 



 

 

100. Williams, Lily (2017). If Sharks Disappeared. 
(Illustrated by Lily Williams). Roaring Brook Press. 
Ages 5-8. 

102. Yolen, Jane (2017). On Duck Pond. 
(Illustrated by Bob Marstall). The Cornell Lab 
Publishing Group. Ages 5-7. 

 
 

97. Watkins, Adam F. (2014). R Is for Robot: A Noisy         
Alphabet. Price, Stern, Sloan. Ages 4-7. 

99. Wellington, Monica. (2015). My Leaf Book. 

Dial. Ages 4-6.  

103. Yoon, Joohee. (2015). Beastly Verse. Enchant-
ed Lion. Ages 4-8. 

104. Zoehfeld, Kathleen Weidner. (2014). Secrets of 
the Seasons. (Illustrated by Priscilla Lamont). 
Random House. Ages 5-8. 

101. Winter, Jonah. (2015). Lillian's Right to Vote: A Cel-
ebration of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
(Illustrated by Shane W Evans). Schwartz & Wade. 
Ages 5-9. 

98. Weill, Cynthia. (2009) Opuestos: Mexican 

Folk Art Opposites in English and Spanish 

(Wood sculptures by Quirino & Martin San-

tiago). Cinto Puntos. Ages 4-7. 


