
2018 Non-fiction Booklist for Upper Elementary 

Berne, Emma Carlson. “Escaping the Nazis on the Kinder-

transport.” North Mankato, MN: Encounter by Capstone 

Press, 2017.  Grades 3-6. 940.53 

 

Bartoletti, Susan Campbell.  “Terrible Typhoid Mary: A 

True Story of the Deadliest Cook in America.” New York 

Houghton, 2015.  Grades 4-8. 614.5 

 

Cleary, Brian P.  “Something Sure Smells Around 

Here: Limericks.” Minneapolis, MN: Millbrook Press, 

2015. Grades 3-6. 808.1 

 

Brown, Don.  “He Has Shot the President!: April 14, 

1865: The Day John Wilkes Booth Killed President Lin-

coln.”  New York: Roaring Books Press, 2014.  973.7 

 

Ahporsiri, Helen. “Drawn from Nature.” Somerville, 

MA: Big Picture Press, 2018.  Grades 5-8. 508.2 

Bruchac, Joseph. (illus. Liz Amini-Holmes). “Chester 

Nez and the Unbreakable Code: A Navajo Code Talk-

er’s Story. Grades 2-5.  940.54. 

 

 

 

Beccia, Carlyn. “They Lost Their Heads!: What Happened 

to Washington’s Teeth, Einstein’s Brain, and Other        

Famous Body Parts.” New York: Bloomsbury, 2018. 

 

Chin, Jason. “Grand Canyon.” New York: Roaring 

Brook Press, 2017. Grades  3-5.  557.91. 

 

“Supporting Beginning Readers” Workshop, August 2018 

Idaho Commission for Libraries 



Collins, Carolyn Strom & Christina Wyss Erics-

son.  (illus. Deborha Maze) . “The World of Little 

House. “ New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1996.  

Grades 3 and up. 813.52 

 

Herrera, Juan Felipe (illus. Raul Colon).  Portraits 
of Hispanic American Heroes.  New York: Dial 
Books for Young Readers, 2014.  920 

 

Cook Peter.  (Kevin Whelan, Illus.).  You Wouldn't Want 

to Sail on the Mayflower!  A Trip that Took Entirely Too 

Long, Revised Ed.  New York; Scholastic, 2014 . 909.07 

 

Cusolito, Michelle. (Illus. Nicole Wong). “Flying 

Deep: Climb Inside Submersible   ALVIN.” Water-

town, MA: Charlesbridge, 2018.  Grades 2-5. 627. 

 

Davey, Owen. “Bonkers About Beetles.” London: 

Flying Eye Books, 2018. Grades 2-4.  595.76. 

Gianferrari, Maria. (Illus. Brian Floca). “Hawk 

Rising.”  New York: Roaring Brook Press, 2018. 

Grades 1-5. 598.9. 

 

Jenkins, Steve. “Apex Predators: The World’s Deadli-

est Hunters, Past and Present.” Boston, MA: Hough-

ton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017. Grades 1-4.  591.5. 

 

Fyvie, Erica. (illus. Bill Slavin). “Trash Revolution: Break-

ing the Waste Cycle.” Toronto, ON, Canada: Kids Can 

Press, 2018. 

 



Pizzoli, Greg.  “The Quest for Z: The True Story of Explorer 

Percy Fawcett and a Lost City in the Amazon.”  New York: 

Viking Penguin Young Readers Group, an Imprint of Pen-

guin Random House, 2017.  Grades 1-4. 910.92 

 

 

MacDonald, Fiona. “The Science of Snot and Phlegm: 

The Slimy Truth About Breathing.” Brighton, UK: 

Franklin Watts, an imprint of Scholastic, 2018.  Grades 

3-6. 612.2 

Miller, Sarah.  “The Borden Murders: Lizzie Borden & 

the Trial of the Century.” New York: Random House, 

2016.  Grades 5 and up. 360 

MacLeod, Elizabeth.  “Bones Never Lie:  How Forensics 
Helps Solve History's Mysteries.”  Toronto, Ontario; 
Annick Press, 2013.  614 

 

Lambert, Joseph.  “Annie Sullivan and the Trials 

of Helen Keller.” New York: Disney Hyperion 

Books, 2012.  362.4 

 

Montgomery, Sy. “The Hyena Scientist (Scientists in 

the Field).”  Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. 

Grades 4-8. 620 

 

Kelly, Irene. (Illus. Margherita Borin). “A Frog’s Life.”  

New York: Holiday House, 2018. Grades 2-4.  597.8. 

 

Neri, G. (illus. David Litchfield). “When Paul Met Artie: 

The Story of Simon & Garfunkel.”  Somerville, MA: Can-

dlewick Press, 2018.  Grades 4-8.  782.42166. 

 



Sweet, Melissa. Some Writer!: The Story of E.B. 

White. New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 

2016.  Grades 3 and up. 818 or 921 

 

Rose, Deborah Lee & Jane Veltkamp. Beauty and the 

Beak: How Science, Technology, and a  3-D Printed 

Beak Rescued a Bald Eagle.  Apex, NC: Persnickety 

Press, 2017.  Grades 3-6. 598.9 

 

Pomeroy, Sarah B. and Jeyaraney Kathirithamby. “Maria 

Sibylla Merian: Artist Scientist, Adventurer. “ Los Ange-

les: Getty Publications, 2018.  Grades 3-12. 620 

 

Riordan, Rick. (illus. John Rocco). Percy Jackson's 

Greek Gods. New York: Hyperion Books, 2014.  813.54 

 

Sanchez, Anita (illus. G. Ford). Itch!: Everything You 

Didn’t Want to Know About What Makes You Scratch. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018. 612.7 

 

Rosen, Michael J. (Illus. Stan Fellows). The Horse’s 

Haiku. Somerville, MA: Candlewick Press, 2018. 

Grades 2-5.  811. 

Simon, Seymour. “Exoplanets.” New York: Harper-

Collins Children’s Books, 2018. Grades 3-5. 523.2. 

 

Sidman, Joyce. “The Girl Who Drew Butterflies.” New 

York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018.  Grades 5-8. 

595.7. 

 



Williams, Dr. Dave & Loredana Cunti.  “To Burp or Not to 
Burp: A Guide to Your Body in Space.”  Berkeley, CA: An-
nick Press, 2016.  Ages 3-6.  612 

Thornhill, Jan. “The Triumphant Tale of the 

House Sparrow.”  Toronto, Ontario, Canada: 

Groundwood Books, 2018.  Grades 3-6. 598.8. 

 

Wagner, Tricia Martineau. (illus. Carles Ballesteros). 

“50 Wacky Things Animals Do: Weird & Amazing Ani-

mal Facts!”  Lake Forest, CA: Walter Foster, Jr., 2017.  

Grades 3-6. 591.5. 

 



Say, Allen. “Silent Days, Silent Dreams.  New York: Ar-

thur A. Levine Books, 2017. Grades 3-6.  

Upper Elementary Fiction 

Compiled in 2018 by ICfL Staff  

Mello, Roger. (translated by Daniel Hahn). “You 

Can’t Be Too Careful!” Brooklyn, NY: First Else-

where Editions Printing, 2017.  Grades 1-5. 

 

Dumas, Firoozeh. “It Ain’t So Awful, Falafel.”  New 

York: Houghton Miffli Harcourt, 2016. Grades  4-7. 

 

Kelly, Erin Entrada. “Hello, Universe.” New York: 

Greenwillow Books, 2017. Grades 3-7. 

 

Behar, Ruth. “Lucky Broken Girl.” London: Puffin 

Books, 2018. Grades 4-6.  

Cartaya, Pablo. “The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora.”  New 

York: Viking Books, 2017. Grades 4-7. 

 

Anderson, John David. “Ms. Bixby’s Last Day.” New 

York: Harper Collins,  2017. Grades 4-6. 

 

Choldenko, Gennifer. “Al Capone Throws Me a Curve.”  

New York: Wendy Lamb Books, 2018. Grades 4-6. 


