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Idaho Library


2525 Wonderful Street


Sunday afternoons from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.


Refreshments will be served.


Reading Selections


September 19


Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, by Dai Sijie (2000) [China]


October 17


Disgrace, by J.M. Coetzee (1999) [South Africa]


October 31


Eva Luna, by Isabel Allende (1988) [Chile]


November 14


GraceLand, by Chris Abani (2005) [Nigeria]


December 1


The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini (2003) [Afghanistan]





November 14


GraceLand, by Chris Abani (2005) [Nigeria]


In this intense novel sixteen year-old Elvis Oke, an Elvis Presley impersonator, struggles to survive in the chaotic Lagos, Nigeria, of 1983. From his deceased mother Beatrice he retains a journal that includes Nigerian recipes that are inserted between the 29 chapters of the novel along with comments on the traditional kola-nut ritual. 





December 1


The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini (2003) [Afghanistan]


This novel deals with events in Kabul, Afghanistan, between 1975, when the first person narrator Amir, from a wealthy and socially privileged Shiite Pashtun family, was twelve years old, until the spring of 2002. Amir, now a successful writer, reflects on his close boyhood friendship with Hassan, the son of a valued family servant and a member of the largely disenfranchised Sunni Hazara ethnic group. The devoted Hassan served as Amir’s kite-runner. 





September 19


Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, by Dai Sijie (2000) [China]


Originally published in French, this short novel takes place during the period of Mao Tse Tung’s Cultural Revolution in China during the early 1970s, when hundreds of thousands of scientists, artists, teachers, and other intellectuals were sent into the countryside for re-education. 





October 17


Disgrace, by J.M. Coetzee (1999) [South Africa]


J. M.Coetzee (pronounced cut-SEE-uh), of Dutch Boer descent, won his second Booker Award for Disgrace, a novel set in South Africa of the near future. The arrogant David Lurie then finds himself at 52 teaching basic composition courses instead of his beloved Romantic poets.  It is when he travels to his unmarried daughter’s small farm and is forced to 	come to grips with the 	bitterness of post-apartheid 	South Africa that Lurie’s 	disgrace is made complete. 

















October 31


Eva Luna, by Isabel Allende (1988) [Chile]


With a light infusion of magical realism, Isabel Allende tells the picaresque life story of Eva Luna (both elements of her name indicate she embodies the essence of womanhood) in an unnamed Latin American country that undergoes historically predictable rounds of dictatorships and revolutions. Orphaned at age six, she is raised by an alcoholic madrina (godmother) and runs away from a cruel patrona when she is nine, falling in with the streetwise Huberto Naranjo, who is destined to become a guerilla leader and her lover.





This program is made possible by the Idaho Humanities Council, the National Endowment for the Humanities, a generous gift from U.S. Bank, and administered by the Idaho Commission for Libraries.








