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November 7


Letters of a Woman Homesteader by Elinore Stewart


Letters of a Woman Homesteader is the autobiography of Elinore Stewart, who homesteaded in Wyoming in the early 1900s.  Stewart’s descriptions of nature and friends and work and food are sensory and ebullient, her prose might best be termed reticent when she is discussing marriage and childbirth. This reticence is common in frontier journal of women. The weaving together of Stewart’s letters of ebullience and reticence, joy and sorrow, optimism and perseverance, makes modern life seem bland indeed
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Saturdays, 3 to 4:30 p.m.


Reading Selections and Program Locations


October 10


My Life by Isadora Duncan


 October 17


Dust Tracks on a Road by Zora Neale Hurston 


October 24


Blackberry Winter by Margaret Mead 


October 31


Black Elk Speaks by John Neihardt 


November 7


Letters of a Woman Homesteader by Elinore Stewart





October 24


Blackberry Winter by Margaret Mead 


Blackberry Winter (1972) is Margaret Mead’s autobiography which focuses on her personal life: as a granddaughter, daughter, student, wife, mother, and finally, grandmother.  She journeys out to exotic places such as Samoa and Bali, but she domesticates that experience by analyzing it in a familial framework. Though Mead’s finding as an anthropologist have been challenged of late, her autobiography will remain cherished. Her memories of childhood, her experiences studying with Franz Boas, her discussion of how and why she married three times, and her reflections on motherhood–all make compelling reading.





October 31


Black Elk Speaks by John Neihardt 


Black Elk Speaks (1932) is venerated by many who have become alarmed at the declining spiritual and material quality of life in the age of computers and Star Wars. While the electronic media purvey fragmented images of tragic schisms, Black Elk offers an eloquent and profound vision of the unity of all creation.








October 10


My Life by Isadora Duncan


My Life (1927), the autobiography of dancer Isadora Duncan, begins with the author doubting her ability to express herself in words: "I confess that when it was first proposed to me, I had a terror of writing this book." Duncan also quails before the task of telling the truth about herself. Duncan’s effort to be truthful with her reader results in a candor that is at times sweet, chilling, hilarious, and shocking.


 


October 17


Dust Tracks on a Road by Zora Neale Hurston 


Dust Tracks on a Road (1942), writer and folklorist Zora Neale Hurston’s autobiography, employs the journey metaphor throughout as she describes herself as a "pilgrim" and her life as a journey or "pilgrimage."  Hurston recounts an early longing to "walk out to the horizon"; when travel appears to be impossibility, she takes the alternative so many women have chose: "So I was driven inward. I lived an exciting life unseen." A major figure in the Harlem Renaissance, Hurston died in anonymity only to be rediscovered in the 1980s in African American Studies and Women’s Studies programs.








This program is made possible by the Idaho Humanities Council, the National Endowment for the Humanities, a generous gift from U.S. Bank, and administered by the Idaho Commission for Libraries.








