What is early literacy?

Research shows that children get ready to read years before they start
school. Early literacy is what children know about reading and writing 5o
before they can actually read and write. There are six pre-reading

skills children must know in order to learn to read successfully. You
can help your child learn these skills starting at birth!

Vocabulary:
Knowing the names of

things, feelings, concepts,
and ideas.

> Talk about what is going
on around you. Name
objects and colors you

see.

Y Read fiction and non-
fiction books with your
child. Children’s books
contain more “rare”
words than television

programs.

Y Expand on what your
child says. She says,
“bug.You can say, “Yes, a

little red bug. It's called a

ladybug!”

Narrative Skills:
Describing things and

Letter Knowledge:
Letters are different from

events, telling and
re-telling stories.

> Talk with your child, a
lot. Ask him open-
ended questions, those
that cannot be
answered with ‘yes’ or

N

no.

> Ask your child to tell you
about her drawing.

Y Help your child re-tell a
story using puppets or
props.

Y Play pretend games with
your child.

each other, have names,
and are related to sounds.

» Play with blocks and talk
about shapes.

> Help your child
recognize the letters in
her name. Look for those
letters in signs, on box
labels, in books.

Y Encourage your child to
make letters out of
playdoh or wet noodles,
or trace on steamy
mirrors, with water, in
the sand.
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Put your Library
Name Here

Click on this text to replace with your
Summary Text here

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Put your game instructions here
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Sing a
song
together

Point out

letters and

words on
signs

Have your
child hold the
book and turn
the pages as

you read

book about

your child’s
favorite
interest
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