American Characters
Book Summaries
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn  (1884) is arguably Mart Twain’s his greatest book, partly because it is held together by his greatest character, the narrator Huck, and partly because it criticizes the cruelties and hypocrisies of American culture so powerfully. Whatever the target of his criticism, Twain can make us laugh, even when despair is behind the humor.
Walden  (1854) Henry David Thoreau decided that he could see life and the world more clearly if he lived by himself for a while, so he stayed two years by the shore of Walden Pond, a few miles from his hometown, Concord, Massachusetts. He wanted to test his idea that the key to living a full life is to simplify it: "I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that I had not lived."

The Poems of Emily Dickinson (1858-1955) Emily Dickinson lived in Puritan New England in the days of that culture's decline. Her poems often show outrage at the rigid social conventions of her culture. Dickinson is a poet of social and religious criticism, but, probably more important, she is a poet of individual feeling: of love and loneliness, expectation and renunciation, death and its effect on the living. And she wrote wonderful poems of delight at being alive in the world of nature and of people.
Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937) is a novel which tells the story of Janie Crawford`s search for freedom and fulfillment through her participation in black culture. It is as important that Janie is a woman it is that she is black; the combination of these two qualities made Their Eyes Were Watching God a groundbreaking novel. Author Zora Neale Hurston was a member of the Harlem Renaissance and spent her entire life struggling to keep her people’s cultural heritage alive. 
Short Stories of Ernest Hemingway (1923-1938 ) Hemingway’s personality threatens to overshadow his writing, but it is always refreshing to return to his fictional creations. He did his best work in the short stories. These stories, written in the 1920s and 1930s when Hemingway was in the prime of his life and career, will take you to Michigan and Chicago, Spain and Africa. More important, they will take you into the minds of some of Hemingway's most powerful characters, most of them American.
The Great Gatsby  (1925) F. Scott Fitzgerald chronicled the decadence and excess of the Jazz Age in this story of the quest for the American Dream by self-made millionaire Jay Gatsby. Gatsby pursues his love Daisy Buchanan, who remains beyond his reach despite the wealth that Gatsby has amassed. 
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