Working
Book Summaries

Growing Up  (1982) Journalist Russell Baker’s real-life story demonstrates that despite hardships, the American Dream is actually possible. Born during the Depression, Baker learns early that hard work may go unrewarded in economic downturns.  But pluck and luck win out in this funny and touching memoir.  Baker triumphs in the end, rising from a newspaper delivery boy to columnist at the New York Times.  
The Professor’s House (1925) Willa Cather tackles the question of personal and professional happiness for an aging professor who finds his once robust intellectual and physical powers waning.  Will he find something of his younger self to replace what he has lost?  Readers will have to decide for themselves.

Soul of a New Machine (1981) This best-seller and Pulitzer Prize winner by Tracy Kidder chronicles the dramatic efforts of Tom West and his team of engineers at Massachusetts-based Data General to build a minicomputer known to its creators as "the Eagle." 
Empire Falls  (2002) Author Richard Russo delves deep into the blue-collar heart of America as he tells the stories of the inhabitants of Empire Falls.  Main character Miles Roby is the proprietor of the local greasy spoon and the recently divorced father of a teenage daughter.  Russo also sets in motion a large cast of secondary characters, drawn from every social stratum of his depressed New England mill town, capturing their hopes and dreams in this Pulitzer prize-winning novel.
Cliff Walk ( 1997) When Don Snyder loses his plum academic position at Colgate University, he also temporarily loses his way in life. Cliff Walk is his heartrending and inspiring memoir that confronts the not-so-secret fear that haunts every American who works for a living.
