
Book of the Month 
The Icky Bug 
Counting Book, by 
Jerry Pallotta 
This nonfiction counting 
book shares facts about 
26 types of bugs, from 
Zebra Swallowtail Butterfly to Army Ants. The 
book has lots of great information, and it is 
not too hard for a child to understand. 

More Jerry Pallotta books: 
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Summer Reading 
Studies show that children who do not 
continue to read over the summer months can 
lose up to three months of the reading gains 
they made throughout the school year!  You 
can help your child be ready for school in the 
fall by reading with her every day.  

EASY WAYS TO HELP YOUR KIDS 
READ THIS SUMMER 

1. Get your child a library card at your local 
public library. It’s free! Many libraries offer 
free summer cards for those who live out of 
the district.  

2. Take advantage of “waiting” time to share 
books: on car or bus trips, at the doctor’s 
office, in line at the grocery store. 

3.  Check out audiobooks from your library. 
Listening to books helps children build fluency. 

4. Choose a longer chapter book for a family 
“read aloud” and take turns reading chapters 
or pages. 

5. Sign up your child for this year’s summer 
reading program at your library. When children 
read what they enjoy, they learn to love   
reading and become better readers.  

If you don’t have many books in your home and 
you are unable to use your public library, check 
with your child’s teacher to see if the school 
library will be open this summer. Let the 
teacher know you are looking for ways to find 
books for your child. 

This year’s summer reading 
theme will certainly appeal to 
your young scientist. Most 
libraries offer 

summer reading programs, so put on 
your lab coat and check out your 
local library’s summer calendar for 
free children’s events, storytimes, 
prizes, and more!   

Some titles 
also available 

in Spanish 



Song  
The Spider in the Web 
Sung to the tune:  
“Farmer in the Dell” 

The spider in the web, 

The spider in the web, 

Spin, spin, oh watch him spin, 

The spider in the web. 

The spider eats a _____ (bug name) 
The spider eats a _____________. 

Spin, spin, oh watch her spin, 

The spider in the web. 

Add a different bug name each time you sing 
the song. 
 

More fun with Icky Bug Counting 
Book…  
Math connections… Kindergarteners should be 
comfortable with counting and grouping 
numbers up to 20. Help your child count 
collections of things around the house: 
pennies, buttons, dry beans, etc. Ask her to 
count in different ways, such as by groups of 
two or five. 

At the library…Take a trip to the library to 
find more counting books to read with your 
child.  

Funding for this project is made possible by the 
Idaho Commission for Libraries’ Read to Me    
program, and the U.S. Institute of Museum and 
Library Services under a provision of the    
Library Services and Technology Act.  
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Counting Song 

The Ants Go Marching 
The ants go marching one by one. 

Hoorah! Hoorah! 
The ants go marching one by one. 

Hoorah! Hoorah! 
The ants go marching one by one; 

The little one stops to suck his thumb, 
And they all go marching down into the ground 

To get out of the rain. 
Boom, boom, boom, boom! 

Repeat: 
Two by two; little one stops to tie his shoe…  

Three by three; little one stops to climb a tree… 

Four by four; little one stops to shut the door… 

Five by five; little one stops to take a dive…  

Six by six; little one stops to pick up sticks…  

Seven by seven; little one stops to pray to heaven… 

Eight by eight; little one stops to rollerskate… 

Nine by nine; little one stops to check the time…  

Ten by ten; little one stops to shout, “THE END!” 
 
Hear the tune and see a video at: 
http://bussongs.com/songs/the-ants-go-
marching.php  

What your library can do for you… 

Libraries are helping young children develop 
science, technology, engineering, and 

mathematics skills. Contact your library to 
learn more about STEM programs, and be sure 

to visit www.stemgame.lili.org for a fun 
online game to play with your child! 
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