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Thank you for  this opportunity to brief you on current status in the Department of Correction.



(REQUESTED INFORMATION– 15 minute and part of a panel)

The link between reading skills and safe communities.

The down-the line costs we face when we don’t ensure that children can read.




Updated 8/15/12 – new population numbers. Added slide on children of incarcerated parents statistics.





Black Hat Crew 

 

Our mission is to protect Idaho through safety, 
accountability, partnerships and opportunities for 

offender change. 
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The black hat crew is focused on Mission First, Safety Always. 






Consider this  

  Incarcerated 
8,070            
 
Supervised 
14,000  
 

Rounded numbers 
August 2012 
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If you live on a typical street, odds are that a family in your neighborhood has a loved one in prison or being supervised by the Idaho Department of Correction.�
One in 34 adult males in Idaho is under our jurisdiction.

We manage more than 22,000 offenders statewide.

In10 prisons 

And Probation and parole offices in the 7 judicial districts statewide.




 



IDOC Inmates by Age 

Juvenile, 18-25 
18% 

26-35 
34% 

36-45 
24% 

46-55 
17% 

Over 55 
7% 

Juvenile, 18-25 
26-35 
36-45 
46-55 
Over 55 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The inmates on death row represent less than 1/100th of the inmate population. 

I want to give you a snapshot of the ages of those in prison.

18% of  Idaho inmates are 25 and under.

Over half are 35 and under.

A common theme for those coming prison are educational issues.



Idaho- No High School Diploma 
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About 34% of all inmates entering prison don’t have a high school education or a GED.    

That compares with about 20% of the general population who haven’t completed high school.

Is not finishing school a risk factor? You bet.

Those who receive an education while in prison are 7% less likely to commit a new crime.

Learning is one of those pivotal choices we make in our lives.





Corrections is Education 
526 offenders earned GED’s 
in IDOC’s Robert Janss School  

Fiscal Year 2011 numbers 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the first things we do when an inmate enters the system is check their education level.

If they don’t have a GED, that becomes a priority.

During the last fiscal year, 526 inmates earned their GED’s while in prison.

In 2010, Idaho provided 4,632 GEDs, so if those numbers held for FY11, IDOC is responsible for nearly10% of all GEDs given statewide.





Idaho Inmate Snapshot 
November 1, 2011 

• 32% of Idaho inmates read 
below a 9th grade level. 

114 

2,338 

5,141 

0 

2000 

4000 

6000 

No English Below 9th Grade 
Level 

Above 9th Grade 
Level 

Inmate Population, Reading Snapshot 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why education?

The Department of Justice states, “The link between academic failure and delinquency, violence and crime is welded to reading failure.”

Our education director took a snapshot on November 1st and checked the reading level of inmates. 

Here’s what she found, 32% of inmates read below a 9th grade reading level.





“Read or go to jail” 

“When the State of Arizona projects prison beds 
it will need, it factors in the number of kids 
who read well in fourth grade.”  

     Arizona Republic, September 15, 2004 
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Reading and succeeding are so closely linked that at least one state predicts prison bed need by seeing how many kids aren’t reading at level in 4th grade.

Reading is part of the process for succeeding.








This fact comes from a website called “Read or Go to Jail” on the “Educational CyberPlayground” Site.
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Those children who drop-out, drop somewhere, and it’s often into a life of crime corrections.�
A recently published national study declares an urgent national crisis.  

America’s Cradle to Prison Pipeline report says poverty and race result in thousands of children being sucked into the Pipeline.

Idaho partnerships to identify at-risk children  included a Health and Welfare  survey of  inmates.   



Idaho Inmate Survey 
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The Department of Correction worked with Health and Welfare to survey 180 Idaho inmates.

66 Females were surveyed.

114 Males were surveyed.

Those 180 inmates had 300 children among them.

Those children with parents in prison are five times more likely to be incarcerated.




211.idaho.gov/pdf/ChildrenOfIncarceratedParentsToolkit.pdf 
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Out of that work came this resource.

The Children of Incarcerated Parents Toolkit.

This was developed in Idaho, as part of a Criminal Justice Commission project.

It is available on the 211 website and provides resources to help change the trend of kids following parents on the path to prison.
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I want to leave you with this image from North Idaho Correctional Institution-- an image of hope-- the lives changed at this Cottonwood facility.

During a tour of Idaho facilities, I visited the school at the Cottonwood prison. 

We went into a classroom where the male inmates were learning about parenting skills.

There were 14 men.

How many children do you think they had amongst them? 56.

Their children are 5 times more likely to end up in prison.

If we can alter one of their decisions-- we can impact the next generation.


I was again in Cottonwood on 8/8/08-- the day the Olympics started.

This time I was celebrating achievement as 28 men received GEDs.

On that day they were living that promise. 

The partnership we forge and nurture-- the way we lead on criminal justice issues is about that promise each individual holds.


There are second chances…




Accountability 

Safety 

 Partnerships 

Offender 
Change 
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