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November 7


Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place, Terry Tempest Williams


Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place (1991) is an autobiographical account which chronicles a disruptive period in the life of author Terry Tempest Williams. In 1983, several sources of stability and inspiration for Williams were shaken, when her mother was diagnosed with breast cancer and her beloved Bear River Bird Refuge was threatened by the rising waters of the Great Salt Lake. Critical of less-than-sensitive responses to the land, Williams finds her own peace as she comes to embrace continuity in change, both in the land of her LDS ancestors and in rhythms of her family and her own life.
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Reading Selections and Program Locations


October 10


We Sagebrush Folks, Annie Pike Greenwood


 October 17


Thousand Pieces of Gold, Ruthanne Lum McCunn


October 24


Sweet Promised Land, Robert Laxalt


October 31


Sheep May Safely Graze, Louie Attebery 
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October 24


Sweet Promised Land, Robert Laxalt


Sweet Promised Land (1957) is a memoir describing Basque immigrant Dominique Laxalt's journey, accompanied by his son, back to his homeland after almost fifty years.  As the elder Laxalt revisits the scenes of his youth and speaks with relatives about his hard life in America as a sheepherder, he comes to recognize that the northern Nevada high desert has become his true home.


October 31


Sheep May Safely Graze, Louie Attebery 


Sheep May Safely Graze ( 1992) is a non-fiction account of the work of one third-generation Idaho sheep ranching family.  In chronicling the family's traditions and describing the contemporary context in which the family operates, folklorist Louie Attebery addresses larger questions about the continuity and survival of family traditions and provides a vivid account of a vanishing way of life.








October 10


We Sagebrush Folks, Annie Pike Greenwood


Annie Pike Greenwood, an educated, cultivated woman, fell in love with the mountains and the light when her family moved to a Carey Act farm on the Twin Falls North Side Project.  She was less charmed, though, by the adverse effects of the frontier, especially on women, and We Sagebrush Folks frankly tells, sometimes wryly, sometimes with anger, of the costs that hard work, poverty, and distance could exact on human beings.


October 17


Thousand Pieces of Gold, Ruthanne Lum McCunn


Thousand Pieces of Gold (1981) is a novelized account of the life of Polly Bemis, a Chinese slave girl brought to the Warrens mining district of Idaho in the late 19th century.  Describing anti-Chinese prejudice in Idaho, the novel also brings to life Polly's courage, hard work, and indomitable spirit as she adapts to life and to love in her new homeland.








