Feedback from the 2014-2015 Workshops

FROM THE LIBRARY STAFF:
What Went Well
The kids were glued to the brief storytime before free play! Parents also expressed interest in trying more "experiments" at home with their toddlers.
The ice melting activity is always a hit. I had extra things for math and science made from simple things I brought from home. Visual examples help with the verbal hints. The activities after for Stay and Play were great! A few parents were asking where the items provided by the Idaho Commission for Libraries (like the gears and the Kids K'Nex) came from so that they could get them for their children for Christmas!
The adults seem to love the fact that math and science are easier to incorporate than they thought.  We revisited the "large vocabulary" statistics from Every Child Ready to Read, and how simple it was to add vocabulary we already know into the fun of math and science.    I had the stations for this workshop set up in the front of the room.  As the families entered, there was a lot of discussion (including predicting) about what we would be learning.  The children had a lot of great ideas, and we discussed how observation was a critical part of science.
Parents were very engaged with their children and tried all the activities. They discussed what they had learned and how to apply that to other situations.
Parents liked the power point slides; Ideas on how to incorporate science/math in everyday activities; Hands on activities for kids.
Our experiments went really well and parents seemed to like the handouts and activity books.
A lot of people showed and seemed to be enjoying themselves. The science experiments and block building were a hit!
The activities went great: leaf discovery, what's inside a fruit (pumpkin & apples), build a bridge with wood blocks, making play dough, leaf sorting, using K'Nex for patterns and shapes. It was fun to have seasonal activates.  I assigned some colored wristbands to families which helped sort to activities more easily.  The unconventional measuring was fun.  This time I used big green foot cutouts.  The colored crepe paper has been fun in the past.  I used a giraffe book to show how to read a nonfiction book and had the crowd captivated. I did this before I gave them animal pictures and books to do the Look, Talk, Read, Draw and Write activity. It is the best that I've seen the families do that.
In this workshop we took more time for hands on play time.  In the past workshop we had 2 groups and 2 stations but this time it was a free for all.  We were able to set up a lot more stations.  The kids seem to really enjoy the hands on station and doing lots of fun experimenting with patterns, measurements, magnets, blocks and much more.
The interaction with the children.  We had several hands on activities for the children and parents.  Our main goal was to give the parents easy ideas they could be doing at home with their children. The kids and parents had a good time.
Having stations set up for parent and children to work though at their leisure.
We had high school math students matched up with kindergarten students and they all seemed to have a great time. The kids had one-on-one attention at each of the stations. All the activities we chose were very well received by both parents and students. We had just the right amount of time for the kids to get a chance at every station and not lose their attention.
The kids were very attentive and loved the books and the blocks. It was their first time visiting our library so they were very excited.
All of our stations were a hit. The children loved them all and the adults enjoyed helping them.
I was able to reach many of the parents in our community that I was not able to reach during the first workshop.
There were a lot of happy adults and children and a lot of learning opportunities.  Several of the parents were sharing deeper technical terms with the children.  I loved watching a grandfather work with his three granddaughters on building a tower to the ceiling with Connectors.  He was explaining to the girls about the size of the base that would be needed for a tower that tall and the girls were listening intently.
There was a lot of learning going on!  Parents were happily working with happy children.  One father was explaining conductivity to his three year old daughter and her eyes lit up when she saw the lights turn on.  She was hugging her father's neck.  That was a great bonding event.
We had a good variety of hand-on activities that appealed to the multiple intelligences of the children. I worried that the "Sandwich Shop Math" station might be a bit boring to the children, but many parents told me it was their child's favorite. The stations were set up for easy access and spaced far enough apart making it easy for participants to move freely between stations.
The children and parents loved the hands on science activities.  The hands on math activities were also a big hit.
The storytime itself, including the science experiment and math activities went very well. I also had six stations (squishy circuits, microscope, connectors and straws, volume-up cups, gears, and balancing) set up with the supplies/games that ICfL sent, and those went really well, also. The families really enjoyed the connectors and straws and the balancing station. The families with older kids enjoyed the squishy circuits.
The mom was thrilled with the resource book they were given. She said that she used to be very good in math and science and was excited to do activities with her daughter. They participated in all of the activities and really enjoyed themselves. The Education Director at City Light was excited by the activities as well, and wanted to know if someone could come do some of the activities with her summer group of kids.
Doing experiments together
The kids and parents really loved doing the hands on activities. K'Nex, blocks, and making pattern strips (gluing colored squares to white paper strips) were especially popular. There were enough activity stations so none of them felt too crowded, but that could have been because several families who were scheduled to come didn't come. We had enough materials at every station (I'd been concerned about running out of sorting materials and pattern squares).
There were enough stations for all to have something to do.
All the parents seemed really excited about the ideas and how simple and easy they were to incorporate into their routines.
The hands-on part of the workshop went very well.  We had the K'nex, the Doug and Melissa blocks, a station for building with packing peanuts and spaghetti, and a table for learning math with cards and dice.  We also made zip lines with wire and washers.



BIGGEST CHALLENGES CONCERNING THE WORKSHOP
Well, it turns out I had a cold during this workshop, so I wasn't able to interact with the families as much during the free time at math & science stations. I would have liked to talk more with parents and see how they were finding ways to teach their children math & science concepts through the different stations.
I had parents asking for more science experiments in the workshop, so this is something I need to work into the workshop.
Time is always an issue.  We have held the Fun with Math and Science as the finale for the Every Child Ready to Read workshops, but this one workshop could easily be it's own "thing" for us.  It's something I want to consider with my supervisor.
We had faxed an ad to the local newspaper, but they didn't put the ad in the paper. The other problem was the "Balance Set" that we received from the Commission last spring. It wasn't a very good design and it broke when we put it together.
The powerpoint was acting up, so I just read the scripts.
We had a lot of people show up after we had already started, which disrupted the flow of everything and they didn't get to hear the awesome info I presented at the beginning of the program.
Getting people to register and show up. I forgot to send out a reminder email and a few families forgot.
Getting people to show up on time.  I had us start with a song and graph shirt colors to give a little extra time for families to arrive but there were still a couple that came in later.  It's distracting especially since it was just me.  Also, I try to get signups so I have supplies, but this time families waited late and I had 3 walk ins and 2 no shows.  I had 4 families leave early, after the science activities, about 30 minutes.  I think their kids were too young and had shorter attention spans, although I did have a 2 year old who didn't want to leave after an hour and a half.  Always trying to figure out a best day and time.  In hindsight the day after Halloween might not have been the best day.
I felt we didn't get to share with them the information we wanted them to come out of this workshop with.  We did make signs and put them by each station hoping the parents would take a minute while their children were playing and read them.  I didn't see a lot of parents reading them.  I walked around and tried to say a few important tidbits but I don't think it was very effective.  On our next workshop this is something I will work on to improve.
I think I had toO many activities for them to do.  I had a mom with small children who was overwhelmed with all the hands on activities.  She suggested we make smaller station and let the moms go to each one and work with their children.  I have thought of doing this but felt I wouldn't have the opportunity to share the education tidbits with them. I will rethink this idea and see what I can do to make it work.   I know one year I tried something like this and put tidbits on paper at each activity but I don't think the parents even took the time to read them.
This was my first time for presenting the ICFL Math and Science program. While sharing information from the script, the parent’s solemn faces made me unsure. (I'm used to working with children and their excitement for learning.) Then, while parents were doing the activities with their children, they'd stop me to discuss the details from what I'd shared. They WERE soaking it up. I realized how differently parents listen from children.
We felt like we could have used a larger space with the amount of people we had (not a bad thing!). Next time we might have one class at a time to free up the stations.
The biggest challenge for our second workshop was scheduling and finding volunteers.
Advertising and figuring out how to bring people into the workshop.
The workshop was done while parent teacher conferences were going on so I was not able to meet with as many children.
There was a Scouting for Food event on the same day and I think that that affected the numbers that participated in the Fun with Math and Science program at the library.
There were no challenges.  Everything went very well.
Time! Time to get everything planned, organized and ready to go is always a big challenge. Now that I have a few M & S events under my belt, I will repeat past activities every other year so all the lesson planning is done. Just set a date, gather supplies and host.  Also time in the set up and take down of the event. Especially when doing an actual science experiment, they take time and can be messy. I know from my years in an actual school that this is one huge factor why teachers do not do experiments in the classroom ....time and mess. However, I see the value in doing actual science experiments and I will try to have at least one at each M & S event.
It was hard with this group to do the power point.  They were just too excited to get to play.  Also it was hard getting all those who signed up to come.  (Some of those even ask for this date so they could come.)
Sadly, I forgot to put in my script to talk much about our nonfiction collection, though I did put out a small display. Additionally, our projector was out for repairs, so I wasn't able to demonstrate any of online science activates.
Only one family attended. The Ed Director walked over to the shelter to see if more families were coming, but the other families she expected decided not to come.
Over half the participants were late (more than 10 minutes)
1. I didn't point out the cart of books, and only a few parents noticed they were there. On the evaluation, just a couple of parents said they learned about math and science books at the library. Next time I need to point those out more actively or display them differently. My challenge at Caldwell is that parents can't take books right from the program, because the Community Room is outside the security sensor zone. I have to ask them to leave the books on the cart until I take them into the Children's Room! That's an inspiration killer. 2. I also failed to locate my thumb drive before the workshop (it had gotten lost between the training (which was right before our remodel) and the prep for the class. That meant I didn't have as much input for "Parent Hints and Tips" as I would have liked. I created a couple of handouts to that effect, but parents didn't uniformly feel they got as much information as they would have liked. 3. Finally, I didn't have a "talking time" before letting the kids loose on the stations. That might have given me a chance to present parent information in a cohesive fashion. On the other hand, parents dribbled in for the first 20 minutes, and that would have diluted the impact of a presentation. I wanted the kids to enjoy all the stations, and I thought I could go around and share the talking points. Not sure how to address that shortcoming. 4. And an odd problem: somehow, parents left without receiving their free book. I thought I caught everyone, but only 5 books were given out! Next time, I'll find a better system for catching people as they are leaving.
Finding things for all age groups that were coming
There was no significant challenges that I could identify.  The workshop format and information was all really well done.
Speaking to the adults.  Also, hard to get people to attend.



BENEFITS TO THE LIBRARY COMMUNITY
Like the ECRR classes, we hosted this workshop at Southwest District Health and were thus able to reach families participating in the WIC program.
Adding Fun with Math and Science as a part of the Every Child Ready to read workshops helps adults who may be unsure how to incorporate math and science into their children's life realize that it isn't difficult to do. The children benefit by having g broader learning experiences with their parents.
The parents were excited about ways to implement science and math into their children's play and learning.  There were a couple who came back the next week and were delighted with the simple experiments they had already done from the book we sent home with them.  Hopefully, this allows the children to be more confident about science and math as they approach grade school.  As a library, it brings patrons into other areas of the library, like the science section of the junior library!
Parents want help in preparing their children to be successful in school. Fun w/ Math and Science workshops gives parents some really great tools. Parents were very appreciative for the workshop.
The information presented will give the parents tools to help their children be more successful in school.  When we are able to give parents a free book, it makes our library “look good!”
It got people into our library and involved in the community. A lot of people were impressed with how our library is making changes.
It offers something that focuses on math and science activities that show how easy it is to do these things at home.  It let's some grandparents get involved.
The workshop brought in a couple of new families.  It gives us a opportunity as library to let them know what other things the library has to offer.  I always enjoy the new friendships that are made when I host these workshops.  From some of the they have formed play groups.  It is nice to see the families share information with each other with what works for them in teaching their children.  We can never have to many resources.
Sometimes I think families need out of the house time.  I think with these families it was that way with all of them.  I gave them a chance to interact with other families.  And as always these workshop gives the library a opportunity to let these families what else is available at the library.
Patrons recognize that their library is more than a place to get books, videos and attend storytimes. We also offer knowledge to help them help their children grow.
Having the mixture of parents, grandparents, teachers, high school students was such a fun experience and was a great example of how a community can learn together. It was such a positive reflection on our library and school. The building of relationships between school staff, students, and parents will benefit both our library and our community.
Hosting the workshop benefited our library and community by introducing the preschool students and staff to the library staff and library resources.
It benefited both. the community is now more aware of what the library offers and the library may see more traffic because of that.
The workshop reminded more of the adults in the community about some of the great resources the library can supply.
I had three families ask about getting a library card and several that had never been to our library before and were very interested in all of the programs that we offer here.
Parents were excited to learn about all of the resources that the library has for them to use.  More non-fiction books and learning kits were checked out.
Patron appreciation for the library increased as a result of the workshop. Families that had come to previous workshops returned bringing a different child. This workshop was good PR for the library, letting people in the community know that the library is much more than just books. One father & daughter had stopped by the library to hang out and play and happened upon the M & S workshop. The father asked me what was going on and if they could join in. They jumped in and did all the activities and enjoyed themselves doing activities together. The father asked if we did this every Saturday and if not when would we be doing this again? He was quite impressed that this was something the library offered. He thought we should have a sign outside advertising the event. The workshop also informed people about the need for STEM skills and how easy it is to do simple activities with children that will help them gain a stronger base for math and science understanding. The biggest benefit I was that the children were very engaged, they appeared to enjoy the activities and were having some quality one-on-one time with an adult. As these children begin their school careers they will start school with the mindset that math and science are interesting and fun subjects. People attending the workshop were complimentary, informing me how happy they were that the Lewiston City Library now has a much bigger space for children's activities. I believe that the Fun with Math and Science workshops are a great fore-runner to future Maker Space events. This would be a natural progression as the preschoolers age and want to continue doing math and science activities at the library.
Hosting this event benefited these families by showing how easy it is to incorporate math and science into their daily activities.  The 2 dads who came loved it.
Two of the attending families were families who had never been to a library program before.
It reignited one mom's interested in math and science that she will pass on to her daughter.
Since we started hosting these workshops we've begun to integrate math and science concepts into regular storytimes and programming for school-age kids. We now do science and math programming every week.
I think starting a conversation about doing math and science with preschoolers is a good thing. I've also been toying with ways to incorporate some math and science into storytime, a la "Mother Goose," which I hadn't been doing to this point. I think ideas were shared with parents that they will take home and try out.
Showed them more things to do with reading and it got the students more interested in math and science.
Parents were able to put a face to the name so to speak.  People were able to identify someone at the library that they felt comfortable speaking with.
Helped me see how important math and science are to reading.
COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS ABOUT THE WORKSHOP
Everything went smoothly! We've had no problems with the set-up for the years we've done it. One suggestion we did receive was to have more baby-friendly stations during free time. 
I'm planning to create a parent idea sheet or provide a copy of my notes to the parents. Sometimes, it's hard for them to catch everything when they have more than one child to supervise during the workshop.
I used the PowerPoint outline as my script for the workshop, but instead of having the children and adults measure each other (due to time constraints), I had the adults stand in a row in front of the children.  As I am on the short side, but almost always the oldest in the room, the questions about age and height are not a problem.  We quickly determined that the oldest is not always the tallest among the adults.  Having the adults line up instead of paper is a much more visual demonstration of compare and contrast.  I had several parents taking pictures of the display board, and I created my own handout for the workshop.  I wonder if there is a need for a pamphlet that covers main points and includes the suggestions on the display board for the parents.  Is that something that could be created for us . . . or should I get to work on one?  :)  I marked a few materials "not very useful", but under different circumstances they would be!  I need more time for the workshop in order to use these items (I will be talking to my supervisor . . .).
It's important to plan ahead for using the PowerPoint slides. When I talked to the parents, I added information from the flash drive, "Playing with Data," "Playing with Measurement," "Playing with Number sense," "Playing with Patterns" and "Playing with Shapes."
Debbie talked to the parents while Marianne supervised the children playing with blocks, experimenting with vibrations and “sink or float,” and measuring their height using teddy bear cutouts.  After the slide, the parents and children worked together on several science experiment and a fun math-related craft.
Doing experiments and activities together always seems to work really for us.
We really enjoyed the workshop. 
I like the format but only use the Powerpoint for my notes. It is a little tricky talking to parents when the kids are there. I had some younger kids at the workshop. I just keep it short and then wander around when they are doing the activities and point out more things then. I wasn't able to use all the materials at this workshop but the blocks, K'NEX, Viewscope and magnifying glass (I used this as a door prize but have a class set for everyone to use) were a hit. I've used the straws and connectors in the past and at story time. I hope to use the squishy circuits in the future but have done that with older kids with success.
I used the powerpoint information to make the tidbit signs I hung around the library. It was full of great information that I was wanting to share so I just used them.
I have tried several different ways presenting this workshop and still haven't mastered it.  I know each group is different but I am going to keep taking the suggestions I get from parents and try and make it flow a little easier.  There is so much information to be taught with the math and science workshop that you could easily do a 2 week session.  I wish I would of thought of that earlier and I would have asked the parents if they would have come to a 2 week session.   I will ask the families when I see them next.  That is something that could be easily done.
Given the economic climate of this community anything offered without cost is very well received and appreciated by our families.
The parents were very enthused about the free book. I would like to p0rovide them with more information on how they can help their kids at home with math and sci3ence.d 
It was helpful to have the provided handouts to offer parents as we didn't have a lot of time to visit individually with parents who did attend. It might be helpful to have a DVD to show to parents at a station.
More activities materials provided would be great. Everything else went well.
Providing ideas for experiments or crafts that can be supplied inexpensively and done during the workshops is always great. The examples online as far as advertising are helpful. Maybe add a template of a letter to send to families in the community.
I went through the PowerPoint presentation twice because there were parents that came later. The second time some adults were working at centers while some adults listened to the presentation. The book for the parents is of exceptional quality and very well received. The Squishy Circuits were a huge hit!! They also really enjoyed the spaghetti and marshmallow creations and the catapults they made to "shoot" their marshmallows. Both of these ideas I had gotten at the Early Childhood Conference. I love the new K'Nex with the fun eyes and the children enjoyed looking at a real butterfly through the new microscope. (I did not receive any flash drives for this workshop so the parents received the Animal book and the two other STEM handout books.)
The parents commented that the PowerPoint was very informative and that they enjoyed it.  I had blocks available for the children to play with during the presentation but most chose to stay with their parents and watch the slides.  It is easy to follow the scripts with the PowerPoint.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Seizing the opportunity to showcase new technology I presented the M & S PowerPoint on the libraries Smart Board. Perhaps at a future workshop I might use the smart board as a station and let the children actually use the smart board. However, a staff member would need to be present with the expensive equipment and extra staff is always an issue. I see the value of the information presented in the Powerpoint and believe it should be used for the parents benefit. Having learned in a previous workshop the Powerpoint is too long for children to sit through, I came up with another plan. I started the workshop much like a story time, gathering the participants together with an energetic song. Once all were together and seated, I read a couple books that corresponded to the activities. If you do the Jelly Bean Math activity I highly recommend reading How Many Jelly Beans by Andrea Menotti. I have used this book at a previous event and at both workshops the children oohed and awed when they saw the number of jelly beans increase and they jumped and yelled when the last page was pulled out showing one million jelly beans. We then did the “Silly Dance” song by Jim Gill to get the wiggles out. Parents were encouraged to dance silly with their children, a few did. I explained how the stations were set up and where they were located. I handed out the Science Log Books and showed how each page had the directions of what to do at each station and how they should help their child to record any data, etc. The log book also included information about the Global Cardboard Challenge, measuring and every day math activities to do at home. Participants were told about the “Fall is Not Easy” science headband/craft’ that the children would make. The children were dismissed to go create at this station with the help of a staff member. This station was close to where the parents sat to watch the M & S PowerPoint and both parents and children were in viewing distance of each other. One parent went with his child and I asked if she would be alright with Ms. Angela and he could re-join her after the Powerpoint demonstration. He agreed and came back and all the adults watched the presentation and I explained some STEM facts and information. The parents then went to help their child complete the science headband. It did get a bit crowed when everyone was in one spot. Next time I will have two tables set up to do this activity. It was a very good way for parents to receive the valuable information and not make children sit through an adult presentation. 
The powerpoint was hard to use with this group.  They just wanted to get started doing activities.
I did our presentation as a storytime format; that format works best for us... the parents and children enjoyed measuring and making patterns together.
I used the talking points from the PPT, but not the PPT itself.
The PowerPoint is always helpful, and the incentive of giving a free book is always fun.
I didn't use the Powerpoint because, as I mentioned, I hadn't located my flash drive. Now I have it and can use it for my second workshop. The first workshop was basically just activity stations and handouts with parent tips and ideas. Plus the freebies like the book and the Math/science booklets. I plan to present to children and parents together next time, but I know I need to keep it short; the kids really want to get to the activities! I just need to point out to the parents what is available and where the books are.
Powerpoint was geared for public libraries so I had to adjust it a bit (which was easy to do).  We did present to parents and children together and we liked how that went.  We liked the format as they were free to go to the stations they liked, not being stuck on a schedule.
In past presentations, I have found the powerpoint to be too cumbersome and wordy.  My workshop format is in literacy station style where I can talk to the parents one-on-one and they are more comfortable asking questions.  Stations also allows the children to have things to do while the parents are learning.
I took pieces and parts from the power point and just made more of an informal discussion.  I had 4 parents, so it was not like a structured class.
ADVICE TO LIBRARY STAFF
We've always found it best to do a brief storytime at the start of the workshop, so parents could learn a few tactics for how to teach early math & science at home. Then we leave forty minutes open for families to play at the stations. Staff is there if help is needed, but families do well exploring on their own and learning the concepts together.
The Stay and Play stations are a GREAT addition to the workshop. Parents and children played together and learned together for at least 1/2 hour after the workshop!
Make sure you have enough time for everyone to play at the stations!  There is so much rich material to share!
Prepare! Make sure you have everything ready at least a day ahead of time. If you plan to sue the powerpoint slides, make sure you are really familiar with the material. Call or email to remind parents.
I encouraged the parents to continue the good things they’re already doing and to be intentional in incorporating more math and science activities with their children throughout the course of the day
Science is fun! Don't be afraid to learn!!!
Make it fun for the kids and let them make a few messes!
This is a fun workshop for families and the right staff.  I like a time that is a bit open ended.  I don't want to cut them off if they are into an activity.  That's why this time I went closer to an hour and a half.
This is a fun way to get families with young children involved in the library.  It gives you a chance as a library to let them know what other services you have.  It is a fun way to help parents to see how easy it is introduce math and science concepts into their everyday activities.
We always want to be well prepared, but offering too many stations within a limited time frame can be overwhelming to parents and children.
Having the older students work with the younger students was amazing. Be well prepared beforehand and have more than enough supplies and surveys! Be ready for lots of noise and activities. Young children have short attention spans so it's important to have an abundance of activities and helpers.
Speaking from a school library standpoint I would say the most successful time to hold workshops is in the Fall as parents are more likely to participate. The Spring workshop had less parental participation due to overloaded schedules. Also, make sure to have plenty of help! We used high school students to help out and that was really fun for everyone.
Make sure that you advertise well and at least two weeks beforehand. Tell everyone you know about it.
Prepare well ahead of time. Advertise as much as possible and come up with great activities for the children.
It is a lot of fun to put on a Math and Science workshop and it is very enjoyable to watch all of the parents and children interacting with each other about science and math.
No matter how big or small your library is you should host a Fun with Math & Science workshop. Future scientists are needed…so just do it.  The families in your community may not even know about STEM or STEAM so it is up to us to make this information available to them. Planning does take time but you don’t have to re-invent the wheel as wonderful free lessons and activities created by other libraries are on the If website.  It is so important to expose young children to engaging math and science activities.  Kids will have fun playing and learning and begin to understand that math and science is something they enjoy. Promoting is the key…get the word out to families, day cares, Head Start, any place that children frequent. Social media is a great advertiser, so use it. Do not worry if you have no real science background.  The activities on the ICfL website are easy and children and families will learn by doing. Definitely use the Science Lab Notebooks, as this is a very important lesson for children to learn because this is how real scientist record information. Remember to stress to parents…It is not about the finished product it is about the process.
Wonderful program.  Do it!!!
Saturday afternoon seemed to be a good time to do the program.
Include activities that are low to no cost that can be done at home.
science is FUN and an important part of early literacy
Start preparing materials early the first time you implement the program. It took me several weeks (not working on it all the time) to create materials and gather some items (like the things I used for the sorting game). I also needed time to gather the right math and science books; some were checked out when I first looked for them.
Plan far ahead and talk it up!  Have fun with it.  The more fun we had the more in to it the students seemed.
Be sure to know the material so that it will be easier to share in a way specific to your parents and then don't forget to have fun with it.  It's a great program.

FROM THE PARENTS
My favorite part of the workshop was:
· Kristina is Amazing & so knowledgeable Love her thank you
· learning toys
· science experiments math experiments fun fun fun!
· excellent opportunity
· awesome teacher and very active for the kids
· handouts
· very fun and educational-thank you!
· staff available to help facilitate
· Wonderful hour of fun! Thank you
· play doh to take home
· age appropriate science how to simplify principles
· great instructions to show to help my child learn and have fun
· bringing math terms into our vocabulary
· flash cards
· specific educational toys
· the importance of supporting education in general
· science related games are good ideas for my kids
· type of activities and projects at workshop; love the dice/monster game, catapult, everything
· loved all of the hands-on ideas!
· the whole experience! It gives something for parents to do with the kids. The parent/kid bonding is the best.
· more info about apps
· Simple exercises in observation & measurement
· Building blocks, lego like toys
· give you a 10!
· hands on activities
· Hands on activities
· great displays and ideas for teaching
· How to make science & math fun; how to incorporate math & science into everyday
· educational toys are fun for the kids
· How to use what you have at home and turn it into a math game or activity. Counting & sorting toys
· the slide show helped inform about home applications that are useful.
· Activity idea
· tools of literacy
· I don't recall any thumb drive or online tools/apps being discussed in this workshop.
· Suggestions on how to make reading more exciting.
· "game" night with kids!
· She loved the workshop
· A good time spent with my kiddos
· the hands-on activities create excitement
In order to make the Fun with Science and Math workshop better, I suggest: 
· I think it was great! fun activities
· more baby activities
· Longer more weeks
· a science experiment
· I thought it was great
· it was great
· another person to help me with three small children
· more stations
· nothing! Both my child and I had an amazing time learning about science!
· everything was great
· handout "packets" of each lab for parents at the start of the stations (vs. picking up at stations)
· none
· For my son it was perfect
· it was great
· it was great, thanks!
· More time with science/math activities. The kids loved this part.
· More time for activities; reference to the book that was read aloud; more book suggestions
· think an earlier time would be great, like 5pm. My kids think that it would be great if they got to keep the "sandwiches" they built and the "menus".
· having books in room to check out that were related to the night's topic
· making the workshop a little longer (maybe an hour). I had a bit of trouble completing all the stations in 45 minutes.
· 1 1/2 hour class. We need a little more time for all the stations.
· No suggestions, it was great!
· Just to make sure that there are ample supplies (the pom poms ran out before my kids got to the station).
· keep working the kids one on one rather than a group so they get a better understanding
· find things that grab the children's interests and build on it
· more borders 3-4 each in station
· having one class at a time so stations aren't so crowded
· have more books
· Bigger area and more booths for workshop
· it was great!
· more structure
· more one on one invitations
· nothing, it's great
· just different activities next time
· they did a good job
· To go along with advice presented regarding using grown-up language with the kids, maybe have the activity moderators give more technical information. For example on explanation of bouyancy forces for the sink/float experiment migh too technical but….
· nothing it was great
· having timed rotating centers
· getting word out on webpage
· we had a great time
· more publicity ahead of time-leave the flyer at the preschool the week before and then another the day before to remind parents
· having more workshops
· science dancing
· more adult direction. Street signage inviting people, prior to and during event
· more volunteers (teens?) to help with multiple siblings
· Nothing. It was amazing!
· It was great, because it was geared towards all the age levels.
· Read, talk, teach slower. Not so nervous
· Thought it was great the way it was presented.
· Perhaps a few more interaction activities. Overall fun class for the children.
· Do more of this kind of activity that involves kids.
· A bigger area.
· The various building sets/activities for the kids to tinker with.
· New or different ideas.
· More singing with math & science
· More hands on
· More time to present the material provided.
· everything was great we just needed more time
· have a person on each table to help the kids, other than that, good job!
· Nothing.
· Everything was fine. Very knowledgeable.
· I enjoyed it, my son was able to touch/play with one of the activities which gave me another idea of what he may enjoy to learn.
· more physical activity
· everything looks good.
· more activities
· everything was perfect
· Que se proporcionen mas seguido en lugares, publicos [provide more often in public places]
· Me gustaria ubiera una persona que explicara en espanol [I would like someone to explain in spanish]
· more stations
· more adult volunteers to help
· Almost need more time to explore but this is a great overview of what we can do at home.
· I wish the class would have lasted longer
· Maybe a project to bring from home that incorporated learning skills that parents and children worked on together.
· Longer time period so there is enough time to really experiment with more of the activities. Maybe a list of some of the activity ideas to do at home.
· doing them more often!
· it's Awesome!
· Perhaps a longer session? There didn't seem to be enough time for all of the children to explore every station.
· work with smaller groups or have stations set up to allow for more one-on-one experiences. Moms could take their kids around to stations. Not necessary but maybe online resources to purchase these fun manipulatives.
· I think you guys did a wonderful job
· More time
· Having people at each station guiding people and kids through
· Nothing.
· Have a little more time.
· I thought it was great
· Move science experiments instead of just toys to play with.
· More organized stations.
· Interactive games with other kids like groups
· I need to show up on time.
· The workshop was nice but I think the Legos were a bit unexciting.
· Maybe more structure. Having childcare for babies as promised.
· More stations of the circuits and the butterfly
· Music
· Spreading out a little more so not crowded.
· Maybe spreading out the centers a little more. Send a certain number of people to each center; not how to do that…a little better direction @ each station.
· More time to preapare.
· More types on experiments and longer hours of operation.
· We do a science project to present.
· Maybe a little longer
· Longer
· Music
· It was awesome!
· It was great!
· Play more games
· No suggestions
· More science projects to look at, was cool to see how excited the kids were to present their project.
· Science guessing games who can read the (a) book the fastest.
· More demonstrations
· More people. People who taked more about their project instead of letting you read what's on poster.
· A info sheet with online resources listed.
· Having each child practice their presentations.
· It was wonderful no additional comments.
· You did a great job! No suggestions.
· Good overall
· being longer
My favorite part of the workshop was: 
· Ideas to do @ home.
· Storytime and dance
· Reading time
· the storytime
· Knowledge and ideas books everything
· The experiments for the children
· gears!
· All the tips and resources
· The science experiment with water & ice. The kids loved it. Can't wait to look at the experiment book!
· getting good ideas to play/work with science and math
· watching the kids answer questions and figure things out
· ideas!
· demonstrations and activities at end
· the display of useful home items to teach science and math
· hands on with kids at end
· the activities-ice & dominoes
· the hands on activity with the children
· hands on activities
· # monster
· Activities with child
· all the activities hands on fun
· practice part
· The great experiments and the book
· the activities
· Building
· The baking part, the eruption
· trying all the experiments
· interacting in an educational situation with my child
· the hands on!
· shapes and patterns
· balloon blow up with bottle
· getting messy!
· different types of science experiments
· Building the bridge
· seeing what this age group was interested in
· age appropriate tips how to "graph" in a way kids understand showing how games we play anyway are science
· I just love that this resource is available
· K'NEX
· Play dough
· the different activities
· The hands on for the kids
· The excitement of the presenters! They do a great job!
· Letting the kids explore and the information presented
· kids playing with tools
· The measuring station with scale and macaroni.
· watching my child learn new things and become excited about learning and books
· Doing the awesome activities-thanks!
· measuring and comparing heights of kids and stuffed animals
· graphs and sorting with goldfish
· the dice activities
· All the hands on stations
· hands on rotating workshops.
· I liked the variety of activities and that there were all things that we can do at home as a family
· crafts
· it was great to explore different resources to teach my children math
· the stations
· measuring stuffed animals and kids
· Ms. Barbara's reading and hands on activities. Very age appropriate
· all of it
· they were all good!
· the interaction and individual attention of showing and teaching the children more of what they do & see
· counting sorting stations
· having the High school kids help the kids
· everything
· seeing the high school kids with the kids
· hands on interaction
· Activities 
· watching the kids have fun with the various activities but especially the Knex-very clever and fun!
· Kinex toys
· the kids LOVED having a high school buddy. Awesome idea!
· decorating, song
· the interaction and the High School kids being involved with each child
· hands on interaction
· all
· resources provided
· watching my daughter smile and have fun with science
· seeing the kids so excited
· the science activities (hands-on building)
· electric circuits and spaghetti/marshmellow building
· all good; kids had a great time
· hands on activities
· loved the magnet display
· Building blocks
· the conductivity playdough and the catapult
· all of it!
· conductor science
· watching my children engaged and having fun with each activity! Thank you!
· all of the fun craft, math and science ideas that I can use as I teach preschool and with my granddaughter
· building things, free book
· puzzles
· Volcano
· Baking soda/vinegar experiments; all experiments
· helping my child complete the experiments
· knowing where to find resources; the jelly bean graphing experiment
· Bonding with my child.
· Interactive activities; eruption experiment; jelly bean math; fall headband craft
· Fun activities
· everything
· Watching my kids grow. My daughter loved to play and learn. Cindy did a great job with the kids. We lover her!
· The hands on activities are very exciting and helpful.
· Trying out workshops
· All the stations with hands on activities.
· The ice cube experiment, it really captured the children's attention and curiosity
· Stories, squishy circuits
· Letting the kids explore 
· Activities at the end
· Kids involve and learn a lot in workshop.
· experiments; info re science fair.
· My kids getting to explore things around them.
· The various building sets/activities for the kids to tinker with.
· free books
· providing an opportunity to learn more about library programs.
· Seeing the creativity the kids come up with.
· The hands-on play & activities at the end.
· I love all the different activities they can choose to play with at the end
· Hands on for kids
· the science toys at the end
· My kids get interaction with kids & a teacher.
· Learning about resources and great library books that I can use in my home to teach my kids more about science and math.
· The free book J
· Involving the children with the measuring of people in the workshop.
· The great resources and fun way to make science and math more applicable for my preschooler
· Learning new ideas to try at home.
· The experiments (hands on)
· The cup with the string.
· The hands on activity and the book to take home.
· Book to take home & hands on
· Having all the examples was very useful
· learning about experiments to do with my kids.
· the educational handouts and interactive learning tools.
· The books and information.
· science area and the counting area/shapes area
· Learning toys (straws)
· displays hands on learning and ideas
· learning new ways to play while learning science.
· all the ideas to help teach your kids new things while making it fun.
· books
· the visual aids
· Que la informacion me va ser muy util para ayudor a mis hijos y aumentar el interes por la lectura [the information will be very useful for me and my children to increase interest in reading]
· informacion [information]
· la explicacion de Matematicas [the explanation of math]
· The online games that I can get my kids to participate in, as well as the type of "toys-math & science imagination" that were at the presentation.
· games!  Thank you Dena!
· the blocks
· seeing how excited the kids were
· Exploring with my daughter.
· playing learning games with my kids. They don't even know they are learning
· All the activities that were already set up for the kids to work with.
· All the interactive activities. I had no idea about the library learning labs, I'm excited for those.
· stations…frog counting one
· the science part
· the hands-on activities for the kids. They provided great ideas on what I can do at home with my own children.
· The hands on activities!
· Watching the children enjoy each learning station
· Lots of fun manipulatives! You ladies do such a wonderful job.
· All of the hands on activities.
· seeing how excited my son got about different science aspects
· the jelly beans
· Legos, circuit (cool circuits)
· Library
· Letting the kids determine what activities interest them. Thank you-we had fun!
· Going to each station. They had lots of things to keep kids buys. Great job.
· interactive, very hands on.
· I enjoyed how open everything was. It allowed us to pick & choose which stations would be useful for our group.
· Blocks & life cycle
· As a parent doing the workshop with my children.
· How my kids can see there's more to reading than just reading.
· Cookies
· Reading the book It's a Butterfly's Life in the library.
· Spending time with my son doing math & science.
· My kids loved the jelly bean workshop! And book!
· I liked the jelly bean table. I liked how each bag was ready for each card.
· The jellybean counting.
· Legos; all of it was fun.
· Jelly bean graphing and estimating.
· The ability to move around to whatever each child wanted. Free structure; tangrams & legos were fun.
· Shape puzzles.
· The K’nex
· Tangrams, cool circuits.
· All the interactive stations! Getting to check out books.
· Was the life cycle of butterflies.
· Legos. Kids love legos
· jelly beans
· Large number of students attending..
· the work stations that kids could explore at their own pace. Very fun night.
· checking out books.
· The learning centers.
· science book & the snacks. He loved the building w/K’nex, but it was challenging with so many people @ the table.
· Building with the blocks.
· Playing games.
· Looking at tall the great science skills the children have.
· cool circuits
· electric potatoes
· The Electric experiments.
· Seeing all the science fair projects, helped show the kids how fun science can be.
· electricity, blocks.
· Science fair
· All the great projects
· Science experiments
· Hearing the students explain their projects.
· It was all good
· Science experiment display!
· games!  
· Science projects the kids did.
· The books.
· favorite part was the potato clock.
· getting to touch some experiment; LEARNING.
· M&M game & Kinex
· The science fair
· The games
· The hands-on activities.
· science project-slime
· Bug Kinex
· science projects 
· Experiments; watching the kids explain their work.
· The kids experiments
· The children's science project
· The science projects
