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Course Description:

The purpose of this class is to help teachers become confortable with teaching their students in the research skills needed for school and life in general.  The class will use the Big6 Information Problem-Solving Process as a framework for teaching students to conduct library research for a variety of purposes.

Participants will learn: 

· The Big6 research process

· How to navigate through electronic databases

· Source evaluation including databases, blogs, wikis and tubes

· The basics of MLA and APA citation formats

· Ways students can report out what they learn in a research project

Course Requirements:
In Class:
· 90% attendance policy required by the district

· Participation in discussions and activities

Out of Class:  

· Students will read several articles out of class related to research skills, plagiarism, and the reading/writing process.            

·  Students will create 3 individual lessons demonstrating research skills and the Big6

· Students will create a technology lesson related to the research process in which they explore databases, wikis, tubes, etc.   
· Lessons are due May 26.  Post your lessons to Google Docs by May 26.  

Day 1

Intro to course expectations

Big 6 Overview—what are the stages?

Day 2

Electronic Databases vs. Web Pages (including Discovery Education)
Seeing electronic sources through student eyes

Advanced searches

Source Evaluation

Returning to the Big6

Assignment:  Find 1 article related to your curriculum that you could take back to the classroom and share with your students and 1 article related to research that you could use for your own professional development.

Day 3

Break Out Sessions:  small group discussion of found articles—what did you find, why is it important,     

how will you use it? (30 minutes)

Group Discussion:  Review Big6, where do databases work within stages of Big6?  (30 minutes)

Returning to the Big6

Group Discussion:  Is plagiarism cheating?  

Plagairism


Copy and paste

Wikis

Fair Use

Avoiding Plagairism within the context of the Big6

Notetaking—traditional notecards, handwritten notes, electronic notes

MLA/APA:  What’s the difference?  What are key points of each?

Internal cititions

Day 4 

Wikis (2 hours)

 
Google Docs

Google Calendars

Tubes (including Discovery Education, TeacherTube, Zamzar)

Returning to the Big6

Assignment:  convert  a YouTube video and bring to class next session to share AND post to class wiki
Day 5

Our class Wiki

Wikis as alternative to a traditional research paper

Translating the Big6 to what we’ve learned (20 min)

What and why?

Other Ideas for teaching the research without the paper


WebQuests 


PowerPoints/Presentations 

Break Out Session:   (30 min)
What tools do you have now that you could use to help students with research?   

Share lesson ideas.  

