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NOTE:  

This document was transcribed as close to accurate as possible from the video tape.  Text highlighted in red denotes unintelligible comments.


Moderated by Stephen Abram, SirsiDynix Vice President for Innovation 

Chris: My name is Chris.  I’m 16 years old and I currently go to Capital High school,. Still am. Going to be a junior this year. 

Stephen: What are your hobbies?  What do you like to do Chris?
Chris: I like to listen to my music, play my Game Boy, such and such

Stephen: Sam

Sam: My name is Sam. I’m 17.  I go to Capital. I’m going to be senior.  I like sports and hanging out with my friends.

Stephen: Roy

Roy: My name is Roy. I go to Timberline. I’m 17 years old. I’m going to be a senior and I like playing soccer.

Jenna: I’m Jenna. I’m 14. I’ll be going to Timberline High School and I’m a dancer.

Morgan: I’m Morgan. I’m 12.  I like to play soccer and I’m going to East Junior High

Ben: I’m Ben. I’m 15 and I go to Meridian High. I’ll be a sophomore. I like to skate board for the most part. 

Katie: I’m Katie. I’m 17 and I’m going to be senior at Centennial High School. I like to play softball.

Becky: I’m Becky. I’m 16. I’m going to be a junior at Eagle and I like to draw.

Stephen: Thanks a lot guys for joining us.  Oh, I’m under a speaker or something. Damn technology. I know you’re taking a part out of your summer day when you could be skateboarding, or playing soccer, or playing sports. What was the last piece of music that you choose to listen to and how would you describe it? What genre was it? Jenna?

Jenna: Oh, it was probably just the radio. So, like whatever station I was listening to.

Stephen: Can you name a station? Rock and roll, easy listening, the golden oldies?

Jenna: It was either pop or rock and roll.

Morgan: Well, I was listening to my MP3 and it was just kind of like newer music.

Stephen: Can you name the group? Can you name the song?

Morgan: Can’t remember. I don’t know.

Stephen: What’s your favorite song?

Morgan: I have a lot of favorite songs.

Stephen: Choice. Ben

Ben: Last night I was listening to Delilah.

Stephen: Delilah? How many people hear listen to Delilah? Oh, good, good OK. What genre is that?

Ben: What genre? Easy listening for the most part.

Stephen: Easy listening

Ben: Yeah. And, then this morning I was listening to hard rock.

Stephen: Hard rock wakes you up and Delilah puts you asleep?

Ben: Yep

Stephen: Ok. Katie?
Katie: This morning I was listening to “Wicked”, the Broadway musical, before I came.

Stephen: I got tickets to that.

Katie: Me too

Stephen: Yeah, it’s coming to Toronto. We’re going to kill the witch. We were talking about Dorothy last night. 

Becky: I think the last thing I listened to was Delilah as well, but not by choice. 

Stephen: What would you choose to listen to?

Becky: I don’t know. Probably just the radio. Like the X or something. Rock or pop.

Stephen: Bryan?
Bryan: Probably on the way here. My Mom was listening to 107.1 K-hits but I’m not a big fan of that.

Stephen: So what would you turn on the radio if you had control of the car?

Bryan: I like rock or something

Stephen: Do you have a favorite group?

Bryan: Not really. I have lots of different

Stephen: Chris?
Chris: Last night was I was listening to Linkin Park, my favorite rock band. And today I was listening …well, my sister had control of the car, you know, so she was listening to 93.1 which I am a big fan of that kind of station. I have no say against it. 

Stephen: Sam?
Sam: Probably just hip-hop. I don’t know. 93.1 on the way here.  Magic or 103.3

Stephen: I seem to be stuck in Weezerland [Geezerland?] so I must be out of date. Roy?
Roy: Well, I pretty much listen to anything really. I really have no preference. I listen to 103.3, 98.7.  I don’t know. I listen to anything. If it’s music, it’s good. So that’s all that music is.

Stephen: How do you mostly listen to music? Is it radio, MP3 players, CDs?

Becky: iPod
Stephen: iPod? 

Katie: iPod
Stephen: iPod?
Ben: iPod
Stephen: iPod? 

Morgan: Radio 

Stephen: Radio?

Jenna: Radio

Stephen: Radio?

Roy: Radio

Stephen: Radio?

Sam: Friend’s iPod
Stephen: Friend’s iPod! I love it when I’m on the bus and they take the 2 ear buds and put one in one ear and one in the friend’s ear.

Chris: My MP3 player.

Stephen: Oh, so you’re against the iPod?
Chris: I’m not against it. I just can’t afford it.

Stephen: Bryan?
Bryan: Yeah, probably my friend’s iPod and sometimes my sister’s CDs

Stephen: Cool. Do any of you have an iPod? They probably left things in the car because sometimes we have them bring their backpacks in. There it is in your pocket now. Anybody else with an iPod? 
What brand of jeans do you like to buy? Pardon?
Becky: American Eagle

Stephen: American Eagle? OK.  AE-we have those in Canada.
Katie: I usually by BKE.  They’re from the Buckle.

Stephen: The Buckle?

Katie: The Buckle.  It’s a store.

Stephen: Oh, it’s a store. Sorry. 

Ben: The cheapest jeans I can find.

Stephen: Cheapest jeans. So we call that Value Village in Canada which is the second hand jean stores. 
Ben: No worries.

Morgan: American Eagle or Aeropostal.

Stephen: Aeropostal. Ok.

Jenna: Which ever one fits.

Stephen: Which ever ones fit. Now that’s the challenge, yeah. 

Roy: I actually don’t wear jeans. I don’t like jeans. I wear cargo pants.

Stephen: Cargo pants. Ok.  Yeah, you can hold more iPods that way. Sam?

Sam: Levis

Stephen: Levis. Chris?

Chris: I usually shop at Old Navy. So that’s where I get my jeans at.

Bryan: Actually, I’ve only had 2 pairs of jeans my whole life, but …
Stephen: You’ll grow.

Bryan: Yeah. I don’t really mind what kind of jeans they are, as long as they’re jeans.

Stephen: How many close friends would you estimate that you keep in constant contact with? Like the phone or through the computer, email, IM, that sort of stuff. Rough number. Give you a second to think it through and then I’ll pick Jenna.

Jenna: Why do you start with me?

Stephen: I don’t know. I started with you last time, you’re right. Roy?
Roy: Oh, man. Well, I don’t keep contact with a lot of my friends because I think if you remember friends you get a closer relationship with them.  But, I think roughly about 3 or 4.

Stephen: Sam?
Sam: I’m always doing sports with pretty much the same people, so I could say 15 or 20 because we’re always together. 

Stephen: So you’re part of that jock crowd that I was never a part of in high school.  The cool crowd. Chris?

Chris: I’m really on the phone a lot .Usually on the phone. But , however, I do wish some of my friends would call me because I put my phone number in the year book. In everybody’s year book just in hope somebody would eventually call me, but yeah.

Stephen: But the yearbook comes out at the end of the year. 

Chris: I know.
Stephen: Yeah.  It’s good for the summer. 

Chris: But this was from last year.

Stephen: Oh. Bryan?
Bryan: Only about 3 or 4. Like, I have lots of friends. I just, sometimes a lot of people live far away from me. So, I only stay in touch with like 3 or 4 that live near by me or right next to me. 

Stephen: Ready Jenna?

Jenna: Sure. Usually about 2 or 3

Morgan: Probably 3 or 4 and I’m with them a lot because I do the same sports as them. 

Stephen: Same sports.
Ben: I’ve got several. Most of them are teen groups from church and like sports and stuff and through my work. So about 10 or so that I keep close contact.

Stephen: So is Nike paying you to wear the running shoes? No? They are paying my daughter. She’s got 4000 people on her IM buddies account. Apparently that makes her someone who should be wearing around her shoes in public. I don’t know. She’s scary. Katie? 

Katie: I have probably say 10. I met a lot of people from around the state for like camps I go to and I usually talk to them everyday. 

Stephen: Everyday? You’re not phoning them are you?

Katie: What?

Stephen: Are you phoning them?

Katie: Yeah. I have unlimited long distance.

Stephen: Ok.  Interesting. 

Becky: Probably about 5 or 6. All my friends like live around. So, we hang out every night.  I see them at work and stuff.

Stephen: Cool. So the next question.  You’ve all answered it. This is a funny state to ask this in but … How many of your friends are a different ethnicity then you are? Becky? Out of that little group. Say, your 10 closes friends.

Becky: 9

Stephen: 9? We’re in Idaho. In Toronto I get a different answer. Anyway.

Katie: Probably 2 we have. Well, there’s 3 Asians in our group including me. So that’s all. 

Ben: Not very many.

Morgan: Probably like 2. I have a few friends who are from Asian and stuff.

Jenna: I don’t think very many.

Stephen: Ok. There’s nothing wrong with that.

Roy: Well, considering I’m an Indian ethnic, pretty much everyone.

Stephen: Sam?

Sam: 2 or 3.

Stephen: Chris?

Chris: A minority amount of my friends have different ethnicity. Like a small minority. In fact, one of my closest friends is Philippino.

Stephen: Bryan?

Bryan: About 3.

Stephen: Ok. Do you expect to have a standard of living that is the same, better or worse then your parents when you are growing, not growing? You are grown up mostly now, but when you’re out there in the world.  Say when you’re 40. A long way out there when you’re 40. Do you think your lifestyle, your economic status, your success is going to be the same better or worse. Bryan?

Bryan: Better.

Stephen: Chris?

Chris: I’m aiming for better.

Stephen: Good. Got to have that vision. Sam?

Sam: I hope it’s better.

Stephen: Roy?

Roy: Yeah. Most likely better because my parents were the first immigrants from our family to come in. 

Jenna: I’d be happy with it being the same, but I’d like it to be better.

Morgan: Better.

Ben: I’m aiming for better, but I have a feeling it’s going to be about the same.

Katie: Better, but if it’s the same I’d be happy.

Becky: Better, but more then likely the same.

Stephen: Interesting. Ok. Do you expect the world to be better in 10 years when your generation starts making some of the key decisions? Sometimes more then 10 year for some of you who are a little bit younger. So the overall world from what it is now to what it will be. Do you think the world will be better? Ben?

Ben: It might. I have a feeling it’s going to be about the same because there is so much violence in the world. It might even go down. 

Stephen: That it gets worse, is what you’re saying. Ok. Katie?

Katie: I think it’s probably going to be worse.

Becky: Probably worse just because, yeah, watching the way we treat the planet. I don’t think it will go up much unless we start making different decisions. 

Stephen: Morgan?

Morgan: Probably about the same or a little bit worse. 

Jenna: I’d like to have faith in my generation, but it’s going to be worse.

Stephen: Roy?

Roy: Yeah. I’d have to say it’s going to be worse because, like, our generation or the generations after us, you can just see the trend that people are getting kind of dumber. There’s a lot of problems in the world.

Stephen: Well, just don’t banter [cater?] to politicians.

Roy: There’s a lot of problems in the world right now. So, I mean, if the problems still exist it’s just going to get worse. You can’t just band-aid it up.

Sam: I’d have to say some aspects will be better. We’ll have better technology. But, I think in other ways there will be more poverty. 

Stephen: Chris?

Chris: I’m thinking probably a bit worse because there’s been, like, the war in Iraq for example. I think you know since that hasn’t been much violence you know beforehand then it started getting worse. So I’m thinking it’s going to continue that way.

Stephen: Bryan?

Bryan: Well I think it’s going to either get worse or better. It’s not going to be the same because it might get better because of the technology and also we might just be able to find a way to be better. To stop global warming as bad as it’s getting. But it might be worse because we might get better technology and that might bring more factories and stuff. So it all depends.

Stephen: Interesting. When was the last time you volunteered in some non-school activity? Are you volunteering? What sort of stuff do you do? What kind of volunteer activities do you do? Ben?

Ben: Like in the fall me and a couple of my friends go and rake leaves for the elderly in our church. And we usually go and help in general for the elderly when they need it. 

Stephen: Good. Katie?

Katie: The last time I did volunteer work was probably through Leadership Boise Academy and we did, we redid the whole garden. There’s a garden and it’s behind the Girl Scout and it’s for immigrants to grow their vegetables. So we weeded and plowed it.

Stephen: Cool.

Becky: Probably last spring I went to the food bank and helped sort lettuce. I think.

Stephen: You must be sorting it from something.

Becky: Well, we tore off the bad parts of it.

Stephen: Oh, yeah. Ok. Morgan?

Morgan: I’ve volunteered through my church doing car washes and going to visit the elderly.

Jenna: Last Saturday I did the car wash. I think with you. And usually most of what I do is through the church.

Roy: I volunteer at my church a lot and I also volunteer at St. Lukes. I’ve been doing that for, like, 3 years now. 

Stephen: St. Lukes isn’t a church? It’s a hospice [hospital?]. Ok.

Sam: I just volunteer through my church most of the time.

Chris: I’m more. I do volunteer mainly the church and stuff. Don’t remember ever doing something, you know, doing service elsewhere except with my family and stuff.

Stephen: Ok. Bryan?

Bryan: Most the stuff I’ve done is either with my church or with my family or sometimes even with my friends. 

Stephen: Notice. 100%. And, I just point out that the research shows people between 15 and 30 volunteer at 4 times the rate of Boomers. They also donate money at twice the rate. When was the last time you exercised and what type of exercise do you do? Sam? I expect you exercise a lot. 

Sam: Just this morning after I woke up and lifted weights and then did some sprints for football.

Stephen: You do that almost everyday? 

Sam: Yeah. Everyday.

Stephen: Jenna?

Jenna: Actually I took summer school P.E. So, I did that and then this morning, I also did Pilates.

Stephen: So summer school P.E. was voluntary, right?

Jenna: I guess.  The choice was ….

Stephen: Ben?

Ben: Last time I really worked out was for track last season, but I do get a workout every now and then for work because I stock in the morning.

Stephen: You stock whom?

Ben: I fill the products at Roaring Springs. 

Stephen: So you don’t count your skateboarding as exercise? 

Ben: Not really because it’s more of an activity for fun.

Stephen: Interesting. Katie?

Katie: I worked out last night at the gym and I did the elliptical machine.

Stephen: Becky?

Becky: I went swimming yesterday.

Stephen: Morgan?

Morgan: This morning I went and swam for swim team.

Stephen: See, some of us were just waking up when you guys were already going. Roy?

Roy: I try and run a mile at least a week. Once every week. I think the last time I ran it was on Monday.

Stephen: Chris?

Chris: Yesterday was the last time I exercised. I was swimming at the Y.

Stephen: It’s the best exercise apparently. Bryan?

Bryan: On Monday I mowed my lawn and also on Tuesday I met up with friends and we played football and basketball and stuff.

Stephen: Just so you know. My wife has written about a dozen text books on phys. ed. and every year you exercise past the age of 12 it extends your life by a year and takes 5 pounds off every decade you go through. So, just keep exercising. Look at us.  Look at this. This is not the body.  Sometimes your body just serves as an example to others.  A bad example. 
Do you agree with this statement? So, listen closely. I’ll read it twice. “It’s better to be seen as part of a peer group then to be seen as too smart by your peer group. It’s better to be seen as part of a peer group then to be seen as too smart by your peer group”. Katie?

Katie: I don’t necessarily agree with it ,but I know that’s the way things are and that’s how everybody does things. 

Stephen: So it’s better to be seen as part of the peer group?

Katie: Yeah.

Becky: I kind of agree with it that it’s probably better. Just because if you’re on the outside then you end up running into more problems and you feel left out and what not.

Stephen: If your peer group thinks you’re smarter then they are?

Becky: Yeah.

Ben: Well, it kind of depends on what peer group you’re in. If you’re, like, in the smarter peer group.  But if you’re, like, in a lower class smarts peer group, you might seem kind of out of place.

Morgan: Well, I think it’s better to be in the peer group. But, well, ‘cause that’s where most people want to be. But, sometimes it’s better to be the smarter one.

Stephen: Jenna?

Jenna: I know with my group of friends I get picked on for being the smart one ‘cause I’ll get mad about, you know, over a lower grade and they really don’t care. But, I think in a way it’s good to fit in with the group. But, at some ways you have to be smarter then them ‘cause they’re not all really that smart.

Stephen: They’re still learning?

Jenna: Yeah.

Stephen: Roy?

Roy: Well, I think it’s good to be smart and it really depends. Like, if you’re smart and you’re really, like, cocky that’s really bad. But, when you’re with your peer group, you’re with a couple of your friends, and they shouldn’t really care if you’re smart or not. They should just treat you as a person. It doesn’t really matter if you’re a little bit smarter than them, but, I mean, yeah. It’s kind of like a combination of the 2. You really shouldn’t hang out with friends that really don’t, like, appreciate you being intelligent. 

Stephen: Sam?

Sam: I agree with Roy.

Jenna: End of that discussion.

Stephen: Good.

Chris: I think it’s better to be part of a peer group. Mainly because if someone, if you’re smarter then them, they might get, they might say, “Well, he’s, well this person is …” They might say,  “Well this person is, is making us feel stupid. We don’t want to be around him”.  So mainly I would prefer being a part of the peer group rather then being smarter then them.

Stephen: You just explained the popularity of some presidents. Bryan?

Bryan: Actually whichever way that you are I think they should accept you for that because it doesn’t matter even if, like, some who aren’t as smart as you. Like you go up and go, “Oh, my gosh, I got a C” and they’re like, “Oh, who cares.  I got an F” or something like that.  But like they go and maybe. They should just accept you for who you are cause everyone …  If you’re in part of a peer group you’re not all going to be exactly the same. Some of you are going to be smarter then others. Some of you are going to be more athletic then others. You just have to get used to it if they’re going to be your friends. 

Stephen: Do you believe the government should pay to insure that both poor and middle class people have equal access, as long as they have good grades, to have equal access to college or university education? Or should it be totally your own money and your parents? Sam?

Sam: Can you repeat that?

Stephen: Sorry. Do you believe that the government should pay to insure … Doesn’t mean they give you the money directly. But should pay to make sure that university and college education is equally acceptable, equally accessible if you’re poor or middle class?  Like, you know, should there be equal accessibility to university and college education in your country? Yeah. They don’t have to pay it back.  You have access.

Sam: Well, if the person has worked hard through high school and gotten good grades and they deserve it. Then I don’t think their social status should change that. It should be how hard you work to get to where you are.

Stephen: Roy?

Roy: Well, yeah. It’s pretty much the same thing. If you really work hard than you should be rewarded for that. If the government can do that and the government has money to spend might as well do it there.

Stephen: Cheaper then war. Katie?

Katie: I agree with what everybody else has said.

Stephen: Becky?

Becky: I pretty much agree. I mean it’s not always your fault if you’re poor. You can’t really control your parents. So if they’ve worked hard and they’ve earned it and they’ve proven themselves like you know to deserve it then they should get it.

Stephen: Ben?

Ben: I say they should probably help if they’ve earned the right to go to college and they’ve been accepted. I say they should probably help them just to get them in there.

Stephen: Morgan?

Morgan: I agree with everyone else that they should be able to do it because even though you might not have as much money as other people doesn’t mean that you’re not as smart as them or something. 

Stephen: Chris?

Chris: I think that, like, it’s not your fault that you are poor so why should they make it look like it’s your fault. I think you should be accepted no matter how much money they have.

Stephen: Bryan?

Bryan: I think that if you worked really hard and you barely made it through high school or if you just have great grades and your parents couldn’t afford it, then I think they should. But if your parents just don’t want to pay for it like they have the money but they’re just trying to pay off their house or something I think they should just let you. I  mean they should say, “No. You have to pay because you have the money and you’re just being selfish and you don’t want to spend it.” 

Stephen: Jenna?

Jenna: I think if you have the drive to go through college and get a good education you should be able to do it. And, just because you don’t have the money, it shouldn’t affect you being able to do it. ‘Cause if you don’t have the money, then you can’t get a better job to get the money which means your kids will go through the same thing that you did. And it will cause a long strain of people who can’t go to college.

Stephen: This next question is going to be interesting since I normally ask it in urban east coast environments. Do you believe that either gay marriage or civil union should be made law? Roy?

Roy: Well, I don’t think it should be made a law because I have a lot of personal beliefs about that, but, ‘cause ,well, I mean marriages aren’t like law, but, I mean ,I just don’t see how gay people can actually like each other. But I mean, yeah, it’s my own personal beliefs. 

Stephen: It’s all right. Ben?

Ben: Personal beliefs same. Probably shouldn’t make it law because it’s not right by my beliefs, personally. 

Stephen: Katie?

Katie: I think that it should be made a law. I don’t think that. I think that if 2 people love each other then they should be able to get married.

Becky: I don’t know if it should be necessarily made a law but I don’t think it should be made against the law either. I think we should just let it be like how it has been, allowed but, you know, it’s not like illegal. 

Stephen: Ok. Jenna?

Jenna: Well, I think you know you really can’t control who you’re going to like. So you know you can’t be, like, in trouble for liking someone of the same sex as you. But I don’t know if I’d call it like marriage or whatever ‘cause I don’t know. I just think it would be called something different, but I don’t think there’s something wrong with it. Just kind of how it is. 

Stephen: A union set. Morgan?

Morgan: Well, I think that it should by my own beliefs, but, in a way, I think that people should be able to do what they want to do and not have to be controlled by, like, what the government says.

Stephen: Did I get you, Sam?

Sam: I don’t agree with them getting married. I think that it’s just kind of weird, but I don’t mind them being together then that’s fine but getting married I don’t think it should be made a law.

Stephen: Chris?

Chris: I disagree with gay marriages totally because I’m, like, you know, I believe that people should have kids and it’s impossible to have kids with the same sex. 

Stephen: So far. 

Chris: So, I think gay marriage is out of the question.

Stephen: We have a lot of gay couples doing stem cell research in Toronto right now. They’ve all left the states. 

Bryan: I disagree with gay marriage because I think … See, it’s all right if they like someone of the same sex. But I don’t think they should have gay marriage because man and woman were created to get married. Not man and man and woman and woman. So, I think it’s just kind of … We should just do man and woman instead of woman and woman and man and man.

Stephen: That’s very interesting. You’ve just shown a regional difference. It’s interesting. When was the last time you visited a super book store like Barnes and Nobel. Like in the book store. Ok, you’re smiling, Sam. Like 2001?

Sam: About a month ago.

Stephen: Pardon?

Sam: About a month ago.

Stephen: A month ago?

Sam: Before we went on vacation.

Stephen: Katie?

Katie: Probably, like,2 weeks ago. Me and my Dad have a deal where, like, if I read a book then he’ll buy me a new one. So I just finished one. 

Stephen: Your dad could save a lot of money with getting you a library card. Becky?

Becky: Probably quite a while ago. Last time I remember is going with my friends so we could buy books for school.

Stephen: Morgan?

Morgan: Well, quite a while ago. I think the last time I went to was to get a book. I can’t remember what it was, but a book that I had just finished reading--the second book to that.

Stephen: For a series? 

Morgan: Yeah.

Stephen: Jenna?

Jenna: It was a long time ago. I don’t really remember.

Stephen: Roy?

Roy: Well I went to, like, Hastings and stuff and looked for books there. I don’t think I’ve gone to Barnes and Nobles, but just yesterday I went to the BSU bookstore and looked at some books over there. Bu, yeah, I kind of just like books.

Stephen: Dislike books?

Roy: No. I like books.

Stephen: Oh, like books. Ok.

Roy: So, I just like being around books, but that’s just me.

Stephen: It’s not just you. Sam?

Sam: I don’t read unless a teacher assigns it. So I guess there’s a book every couple of years that I might read, but I don’t really go to bookstores ever for books.

Stephen: Chris?

Chris: Last time we went to a bookstore for a book was … I think it was when Harry Potter 6 came out. I didn’t go, but I was the one who received the book.

Bryan: Last time I went to actually get a book and not just look at some books was probably actually in the winter with my sister. ‘Cause I’m kind of like what he said, I don’t go to the … I only read when I’m assigned to or if I have the book at home and I just feel like reading it.  I’ll read it. 

Stephen: So if your parents buy books and leave them around?

Bryan: Yeah, and then I’ll actually get to it.

Stephen: Interesting. Many times we do these panels and we find out they go to Barnes and Nobles for the Starbucks. Not for the books. When was the last time you visited a public library? It’s Ok.  There’s no wrong answer here. Becky?

Becky: Does that include school library or, like, actually public?

Stephen: The next question is going to be when did you last visit the school library? So why don’t you answer both?
Becky: Public library?  A really, really long time ago ‘cause I don’t live near one. So I don’t really go. I go to the school library. So school library was like during the school year.

Katie: I probably visited the public library a couple months ago. Whenever I get big projects, I always go to the librarian and have the librarians help me online and stuff and do research. But I’m in the school library constantly because I’m on student council and we have to go in there to count ballots and stuff.

Stephen: It’s where you count ballots?

Katie: Yeah.

Stephen: Ok. Ben?

Ben: Quite a while ago. Somewhere around Christmas break, I think, was the last time I was in there. And then for the school library. I don’t think I really go in there very much unless like it’s for the class.

Stephen: Morgan?

Morgan: I went to the public library a few weeks ago to go get a book that I’m reading. And than I haven’t been to the school library for awhile.

Stephen: Jenna?

Jenna: The last time I remember going to the public library, I was reading the Box Car Children books, so I think I was, like, 9. And then school library was probably at the beginning of fourth quarter. 

Roy: I go to the public library whenever I need to get a study book or something or if I have a project to do. A couple days ago I went to the public library because I have to write my senior paper so I have to do some research over there. And the school library? I go there pretty regularly. Not to check out books, but to just kind of look at books. But, yeah.

Sam: I’ve lived in Boise for 7 years and I’ve been in the library once. It was, I think it was, a month and a half ago. I wanted to read the DaVinci Code before the movie just ‘cause I heard it was good. And the …
Stephen: And they had it in stock?

Sam: No. I was the 40th person on the waiting list.

Stephen: Thank you. We talked about this last night.

Sam: And then school library.  I’ve only ever been for research projects at school.

Stephen: Chris?

Chris: Last time I went to the public library, I was checking out a book on Linkin Park. It’s about their latest album, Meteor. Last time I went to the school library is when I was doing a research project for a P.E. class.

Bryan: The last time I went to a public library was actually that one time that I already mentioned in the winter with my sister. And the last time I was in a school library was actually the last day of school because I had to do the announcements that morning because I was in student council.

Stephen: Ok, cool. Do you play video games? What do you play them on? What’s the video game you played last or last couple? Ben?

Ben: I have an X-Box and PS2 but I really don’t play them very much. Last time I played was on vacation when we were driving.

Stephen: What game?

Ben: Mainly the Tony Hawk series.

Stephen: Oh, skateboarding. Good.  Good. You’re really into skateboarding. Katie?

Katie: I don’t play video games. I don’t really have. The only thing that me and my friends sometimes do is Dance Dance Revolution, on the, I don’t even know what its called, but that’s what we do. 

Stephen: There’s lots of libraries doing DDR nights.

Katie: Really?

Stephen: Yeah. They have the kids come in and as long as you have a library card you can Dance Dance Revolution at a library in contests. It’s really fun. 

Becky: I play video games quite often at my friend’s houses. Like I think the last time I played was Kingdom Hearts and so I got the new Kingdom Hearts 2.  Played that one. And, I like doing DDR and stuff too. 

Stephen: Morgan?

Morgan: Well, I played Mario on my Game Boy a few days ago, but I don’t really have anything else that I play that much, like, any video games. 

Stephen: Jenna?

Jenna: A few weeks ago I played some motorcycle game at my friend’s house. She has an X-Box, but other than that, I’ll either play computer games or the little hand held electronic games like Yahtzee or something.

Roy: I have a PS2 and I don’t really play it a lot now. I used to, but not really anymore.

Stephen: So was it your life at 14?

Roy: What’s that?

Stephen: Was it your life when you were 14?

Roy: Younger then that. Probably around 12.

Stephen: Ok.

Roy: The games I play are usually RPG’s and Final Fantasies.

Stephen: Everybody knows what RPG’s is?

Roy: Role Playing Game. 

Stephen: Good. Ok.

Sam: I play probably daily with my friends. We play war games like Call of Duty or Black Maiden [???] 

Stephen: Are they on a PSP?

Sam: Xbox. That’s what we all play.

Stephen: I don’t hear any web based games. Chris?

Chris: Last time I played on my Game Boy was this morning before I came here. I was playing the Sims Bustin’ Out. 

Stephen: That’s a cool game.

Bryan: Actually, last night.  Actually, I guess you could say it was today ‘cause it was really late.

Stephen: Under the covers with a flashlight or did you have a back light?

Bryan: I was playing Xbox. I played actually all my games that I own ‘cause I was bored. So I played like Halo 2, and like Maiden ’06 and Fight Around 2 and I have 6 other games. But I played them all. And also actually the last time I played on the computer was actually a while ago. It was like yesterday sometime.

Stephen: So no Everquest fans here or anything like that?

Chris: My Dad’s a big fan of Everquest.

Stephen: Your dad is! Oh, interesting.

Chris: Yeah.  He plays, like 24/7, unless he’s working.

Stephen: You should know that the average gamer now is 30. 

Becky: I guess when I get bored on the computer, like if there’s nothing new on MySpace, I’ll go to people’s sites and play like Pac man and stuff.

Stephen: Ok. No.  That’s good that you mention MySpace ‘cause I want to ask you. Do you have a MySpace account? Tell me about it. If you don’t, are you on Facebook or are you on Bebo or some other social networking kind of site?

Becky: I have 2 MySpace accounts. One that’s actually my account and one that I use to test lay outs and stuff so I can make it. I get on, like, almost everyday. That’s how I talk to my friends that, like, live here in Eagle or if I don’t live next to them anymore. So I talk to them there.  Make plans and stuff ‘cause if I call them, nobody’s ever home. I used to have Xanga. That’s pretty much the only other blogging site that I’ve been on, but mostly it’s MySpace.

Katie: I have a MySpace account, but I don’t get on it that much anymore. I just don’t have time. I’m switching to Facebook ‘cause after watching, like, those shows about how people meet other people on MySpace and they like show up at their houses, I’m kind of scared. 

Stephen: Now do you think someone could ask you to come to Iraq and you would fly out there.

Katie: No.

Stephen: Like that had to be the stupidest individual in the world, right? Like honestly. Only CNN could pick that up. Ben?

Ben: I have a MySpace but I really don’t use it anymore. I was, like, obsessed with it last year and then I got over it this year.

Morgan: I don’t have any MySpace or anything but a lot of my friends do.

Jenna: My friend tried to make me a MySpace but I didn’t want it, so I’m trying to get it cancelled.

Stephen: Not going to happen.

Roy: Well, I don’t have MySpace or Facebook and I don’t see why people are, like so obsessed with it. It’s just really dumb.

Stephen: Sam?

Sam: I don’t have MySpace and I don’t ever plan on getting it. None of my friends have it. It seems like a waste of time.

Chris: As for me, my parents have everything against MySpace. They think it’s unsafe and I sort of agree with them. But, however, some of my friends have them and they ask me, “Do you have MySpace?” And, I’m like, “No.” Not planning on getting it anytime soon because I saw this Dateline episode about MySpace being unsafe. My Dad, my parents think that, well, I’ve seen this episode on Dateline you know about. They were doing a project about MySpace and they find out that, that there’s … What are they called?

Stephen: Bad people.

Chris: Yeah, I know. I know they’re called bad people but there’s a specific name for them. Sex predators. Yes, sex predators sign up for MySpace and start peeking at people’s lives, getting their personal information and stuff. I just think that it’s unsafe.

Stephen: Bryan?

Bryan: Actually, I don’t have an account on anything really on the internet. One time just for fun I made one up. It wasn’t my real name. I just made up a, like, a last name and a first name. There was a picture of a monkey instead of me. So it wasn’t really me.

Stephen: A picture of a …?
Bryan: A monkey.

Stephen: A monkey?

Bryan: It was just a mad monkey. That’s all it was. I didn’t even write down anything ‘cause my friend was like, “Just go and make a stupid account.” And I’m like, “Ok”, ‘cause that’s what they did. Like one of them had a picture of a pig and the other one had a picture of a dog. So we were just messing around. But we have no friends or anything. I forgot my password anyway.

Stephen: By no friends he means that people aren’t connecting to his account. Interesting. Ok. Do any of you text message? Ok. How much?

Ben: I have a 1,000 text per month.

Stephen: Your parents pay $1,000 or you have to pay it out of your own allowance?

Ben: It’s $10 for 1000 plus the bill.

Stephen: Plus the bill. You pay for it or your parents do?

Ben: My parents do. But if I go over, I have to pay for it.

Stephen: Ok.

Katie: I have unlimited text messaging. So I text all the time.

Stephen: How much does unlimited cost? You have no idea?
Katie: My mom pays for it.

Stephen: Becky?

Becky: I text all the time because I have unlimited to Verizon customers and all my friends have Verizon. And then I have 1,000 to, like, others and I get really close to 1,000. Like, I don’t go over ,but I pay for it.

Stephen: Morgan?

Morgan: I don’t have anything to text with. 

Stephen: When you get to Junior High there, your parents will start thinking you need it.

Jenna: I think I have 1,000 text messages and depending on the month.  One month I’ll [go] through like all of them and the other one I’ll send like 2 text messages. 

Roy: I actually don’t have a cell phone. Even if I did, I probably wouldn’t text message because you can just call the person up. Can’t you?

Sam: I don’t text message because then I would have to pay for it. So that’s my reason why.

Chris: I don’t text message. In fact I don’t even have a cell phone because I can’t afford one and I can’t afford monthly fees. And my parents won’t … refuse to pay for them, especially my dad. So that’s out of the question.

Stephen: That’s ok. Sam? Sorry, Bryan?

Bryan: I don’t have a cell phone because … Well, I don’t get why we don’t because I think we could. I think.  Well, ‘cause there’s, like, these deals I see all the time. Like, get one, get another one free. Like, one for me, one for my sister. But like ….

Stephen: So you leave the ads around the kitchen counter for your parents to see them close to your birthday.

Bryan: But, like, also I was thinking about though I wish I could have a cell phone. But I think I never will get one until maybe, like, when I’m a little bit older ‘cause my sisters will be gone. So they’ll be, like, graduated.  So I’ll probably get one before they did. So, I’ll be happy. 

Stephen: Instant Messenger on the PC.  Use it?  Don’t use it? How many IM accounts do you have? Which one do you use?

Becky: I have MSN, AIM and Yahoo.  But, I really only ever use AIM and I don’t use it that much anymore because I just use MySpace.

Stephen: So you IM through MySpace?

Becky: Yeah.  Well, I, like, message people through MySpace because normally on AIM people aren’t on when you’re on. So I use MySpace.  But, like, when I was, like, in 7th grade, I think it was, I was, like, totally obsessed with Instant Messaging and I was on everyday. Totally wasted my summer. 

Katie: I know I have an AOL account but I never get on there. But, like she said, when I was in middle school I would always be on Instant Messenger. Like, my parents started saying like, “You can only be on it like half an hour at a time”. So I would plan it, like, right before.  So, like, when the half an hour hit it would be at the hour.  So, then I would get another half an hour that hour.

Ben: I have Yahoo, MSN, and AIM but I really don’t use any of them anymore because I’m really not on the computer because I don’t have any time. 

Morgan: I don’t have IM because my parents won’t let me get it.  Maybe when I’m older I will.

Stephen: So you don’t have a secret IM account on your friend’s computer. Jenna?

Jenna: If you do, don’t say anything about it. I have MSN and AIM  I’ll just get on some time and if nobody is on I won’t stay on. But if I know someone is on, I’ll talk to them for a little while until I get bored.

Roy: I have MSN, AIM. I used to go on it a lot but lately, when I got more work, I kind of stay away from it because it’s a waste of time.

Stephen: Sam?

Sam: I used to use it when I was younger, but now I just use the computer for internet and for my email.  Every now and then I’ll use it to ask my friends questions on homework.

Chris: My parents …  Ok.  I don’t have Instant Messaging because my parents have the same thing about Instant Messaging as they have for MySpace. 

Stephen: Chris, you’re a hoot.

Chris: And, I tried to tell them, you know.  Something that my cousin told me was that Instant Messaging was just like email only it goes quicker and you get quick replies. But when I tried telling that to my dad and he’s like, “Well, J.B. knows nothing.” You know he tried insulting my cousin and I was like …  J.B. is his name ,you know. And I was like, “I really don’t like it when you talk trash about him.”
Stephen: Trash talking parents. Bryan?

Bryan: Actually, I don’t have any accounts on Instant Messaging.  I don’t really want it because, first of all, I think the whole idea is kind of just weird. Why don’t you just call the person and, like, why do you have to meet people on the internet if you don’t know who they are. I think that’s just kind of weird. And also, I don’t want it because my sister has it. She has, like, 3 accounts or whatever.  And whenever I go on the computer it pops up every second just to see if you’re on the internet. It also says, “Your friend is logging in”, and it has, like,16 people that just logged in and all of them are logging back out and they’re trying to talk to me. Like, I’ll be doing something else on the internet like looking up something to do for homework. And then all of a sudden it will pop up and say, “So, Kelsey, how you doing?” I’m, like, I’m not Kelsey I’m her brother and then I just exit out of it. It’s just really annoying. 

Stephen: Katie?

Katie: I just have MySpace. I think I have one Blog on my MySpace but I’m trying to get rid of it. I heard that on Facebook you, like, have to be like involved in the school. I don’t trust anybody on MySpace anymore.

Ben: I don’t really Blog. It’s just not something I do.

Stephen: No budding videographers here? Anyone creating video? Sit there and point the phone at somebody and take a video of them? Post it to MySpace? It happens to me all the time. Which is creeping me out. Sorry, did I hear?

Katie: I don’t do any of it.

Morgan: Well, because I don’t have a MySpace. I can’t. So I don’t.

Stephen: Jenna?

Jenna: I don’t do anything like that.

Roy: Last year a couple of my friends and I set up a website to just help people with their homework, but that’s about it.

Stephen: Good for you. Sam?

Sam: I don’t think I’ve ever done anything like that. 

Stephen: Chris? They won’t let you use it?

Chris: I’ve never asked them about Blogging,  but …
Stephen: You’re pretty sure you know the answer, right?

Chris: I’m probably sure I know the answer. Also I’m not into Blogging either because I think I usually keep my stuff personal. You know the event I did personal. 

Bryan: I don’t have any Blogging either. But the only problem is sometimes my friends will, like, film me on their camera phone and I don’t know. And, like, I’ll be really hyper and I’ll, like, wrestle with one of my friends or something and than my other friend will be filming us. Than he’ll put it up on his MySpace account. Like these are my 2 idiotic friends or something like that. 

Stephen: So do you beat him up?

Bryan: Yeah.  No. I just get mad at him and just, like, why did you do that and he goes,  “I don’t know.” 

Stephen: I have friends, who will remain nameless, who take pictures of me in bars in Monetary and put me on Flickr. And then my boss sees them. Anyway.  Actually that’s totally normal according to Congressional testimony yesterday. 25%, and that’s about the same on here, 25% of people have created a web based content in your age group. So that’s about exactly what we’re showing. Any musicians in the group?  Anybody doing broadband? What are you doing? How do you … Do you straight musicians where you just play or do you record it? Do you do anything like that?

Becky: I don’t play that much anymore. I used to play a lot. I play guitar and base. I tried the drums but I was really bad at it, so I got rid of them. And I played in the school band and stuff. But I never started a band outside or anything. 

Stephen: I saw some other hands up over here, musicians. What do you play?

Morgan: I play the viola in my school.

Stephen: My daughter plays the viola. 

Morgan: In my school.

Stephen: It’s horrible to listen to you. You guys have no melody. She sits there tapping her foot for 4 rounds and then all of a sudden something happens. Sorry. I love the viola. I love the viola. I’m not criticizing. It’s just horrible. The first 3 years of learning it before she went into the city wide orchestra was painful. 

Morgan: Yeah.

Stephen: It’s a great instrument though. I love the depth of it. 

Jenna: I play the viola as well. 

Stephen: This can only happen to me. 400 violins in orchestra, 3 violas and we got 2 of them here. Any other musicians?

Ben: I used to play the drums.

Roy: Well I used to play the viola, but I play the trumpet and piano now. 

Stephen: Trumpet. Ok. My daughter when she was 14 phoned up the president of CBS records and said, “I’m a 14 year old girl. You’re not picking cute enough guys for the bands and I’ve got a band for you”. They’re now on MySpace and they’re the opening band for Weezer when they come to Toronto. She managed to get them a record contract by setting up a MySpace account and doing all that stuff. So you can see kids doing an awful lot of things and understanding how the market works on that. It was scary. She had to rent a bar. But it had to be before 11 o’clock in the morning before the bar open because you can’t take 15 year old boys into the bar. But I thought her point that she knew what cute boys were better then he did fairly interesting.

Jenna: Let’s hope so.

Stephen: It’s called Fresh Produce or Produce if you want to say it American. Hold on. Let me look. How many of you believe…? Well, you’re all under voting age. Normally, I ask this on voting age. So would you describe yourself as Republican, Democratic or Independent?  Bryan?

Bryan: I would say I’m mainly Republican. Like, if there’s a Democratic guy that I agree with I’ll go with him, but I’m mainly Republican because lately that’s the guys I’ve been agreeing with. 

Stephen: Chris?

Chris: I’m mainly a Republican kind of guy. Because, mainly because they are the ones who, who agree with Iraq and stuff. And my opinion is if a Democratic guy became president than what happens in, might send all the U.S. men home and than the Iraqs would come follow them and start fighting in Washington, New York those cities.

Stephen: Sam?

Sam: I have no idea.

Roy: I’d have to say I’m Independent because, like, there are some things I agree with in Republican. There are some things I agree with the Democrats and there are things I don’t like about the parties too.

Jenna: I’m Independent too.

Morgan: I agree with both off them. I would just choose whoever I agree with for that. What they believe in and stuff.

Stephen: Ben?

Ben: I’d have to say Republican. The majority of my family is Republican and I just got their views from it to. 

Katie: I would say Democrat because that’s what my Mom is and she always, likes, talks about it and makes a big deal about it. So I’m guess I’m the same way.

Stephen: Yeah, Democrats are spending a lot of time ranting right now. Becky?

Becky: I’m going to choose to say Democrat ‘cause if I say Republican my Mom might kill me. 

Stephen: Is your Mom in the room?

Becky: She’s right there.

Stephen: Ok . We’re getting near the end of the list because we want to get the audience. So I got like 4 quick questions. What do you wish that your school library or public library had now and in the future that would make you go there, make you use it?

Becky: Well, earlier we were talking about group work and stuff. It’s really, really hard to work in a group when there’s little wooden stall things on either side of the computer. So I think if there’s like a section for individual computers and then there’s a section where groups can sit around one computer and they can all research and look at stuff.

Stephen: Thank you

Katie: I was actually thinking about this last night and I was telling my boyfriend and he said they should put in sweet computers in the library and I was like, “Ok”. Well, yeah, like flat screen computers he wants. Flat screen computers.

Stephen: You mean something that doesn’t look so last century?

Katie: I guess.  I don’t know. But I think it would be nice to like … I don’t know if it would be possible, but if you could tell the library you where coming in this day and you were doing research on whatever. Like, our librarian, if we’re doing research on something she’ll like go pull a bunch of books and have them there for us to work on. 

Stephen: Give her some warning.

Katie: Yeah.

Stephen: Let her get a better answer.

Katie: Yeah that would be nice.

Stephen: Cool. Ben?

Ben: An area so you can actually talk and make noise instead of having to be super quiet through the whole library. 

Stephen: And skateboard in the parking lot.

Morgan: Well, I think it would be nice to have, like, an area where you could have bigger groups working on a project or something. 

Stephen: Round tables?

Morgan: Yeah.

Stephen: Jenna?

Jenna: I’d say, like, a little bit faster computers because, like, a lot of the computers sometimes, like, if 2 people are tying to do the same thing and their computers are right next to each other it takes forever to get to whatever you’re trying to do. And a way to find the books easier. Like a way to get on and figure out where you have to go in the library to find a certain book.

Stephen: So we think the OPAC sucks? It’s Ok.  It’s a debate we’re running right now. Roy?

Roy: Well, I don’t know if you guys need to really change anything. Like, my school library has, like, good computers and good group working places and they have a place where you can talk. Except, like, I’d have to agree with her sometimes with finding a book easier. ‘Cause like sometimes you know the subject that you’re looking for, but, like, when you type it into that little box you don’t see any books.

Stephen: When I grew up I was founding Toronto’s first feminist co-op where I lived for 20 years. And librarian’s required that all books on feminism and women's liberation be filed under suffrage under the Library of Congress rules. And it’s really hard to find things. Like who uses the word suffrage? Why can’t you put in feminism and find the book? And it was only 4 months ago that we allowed the Vietnam War be called the Vietnam War instead of the Vietnam Conflict. So our catalogs … You are right. Our catalogs are not really that brilliantly done in the box.

Sam: Just an easier way to find books on your subject.

Stephen: Chris?

Chris: A couple things. First of all, there should be, like, since I know the Boise Public Library doesn’t have any computers with internet on them. What if people don’t have internet at their house? Well, they are going to have to do internet research somewhere. And the second thing is, you know, Windows 98 is getting pretty slow these days and so I’m thinking that computers should probably have Windows XP on them cause that’s more faster. 

Stephen: I still have plans around Windows 95. Bryan?

Bryan: Well, I don’t really have that much to say because I’m kind of going to a new school so I don’t really know that much about it. Bu, yeah, we need, I think we should get new computers that are faster and there should have good internet so, like, we can just go on the internet and look up some book or something or the dictionary or you know something like that. And also it should be easier to find books ‘cause sometimes I always had troubles. Like it’s in the D section but there’s, like, you know, tons of books in the D section and sometimes you can’t see the person’s last name. So you get, like, all confused and than you want to figure out the name of the book but that’s kind of hard to find out the name. And it just gets kind of confusing. 

Stephen: So, if you guys were voting and the choice you had a ballot measure and you got to pick one. We have a million dollars we’re going to put into Boise and you can put it into the public library, into the schools, or into community parks. Which one would you vote for? Katie?

Katie: Yeah, schools defiantly. 

Stephen: Schools. Ben?

Ben: I’d probably have to say the schools or the community parks.

Stephen: Bryan?

Bryan: Either the public library or the schools.

Stephen: You can only choose one. This is the trouble with democracy.

Bryan: Ok. Public library.

Stephen: Good. Play to the audience. No. I’m just teasing. I’m just teasing you. I believe you. 

Chris: I thinking the money should go to schools because the schools have more access and stuff. You know more learning. You know that way people can get their pay and stuff. And they have, they’d have lots of better working computers, better working, better school libraries stuff like that.

Stephen: Sam?

Chris: Better school lunches too.

Stephen: Go for the food. Sam?

Sam: Probably the community for the parks.

Roy: I’d have to say schools ‘cause, like, as bad as it sounds,  like, people don’t really go to public library a lot. But you have your school library too and people can actually use those resources, like, while they’re in class. And, like, as far as community parks, I don’t see …  I don’t really go to the park unless I’m really running, but I mean, yeah.

Stephen: Becky?

Becky: The schools.

Stephen: Schools. Morgan?

Morgan: Probably the schools, so that people could get a better education with, like, better computers and more, like, equipment. I guess more technology and stuff for classes.

Stephen: Jenna?

Jenna: I’d say the schools.

Stephen: So, last question before we open it to the audience? What’s your career goal? Anybody want to be a librarian? Becky?

Becky: Well, this morning, I was actually thinking about what it would be like to be a librarian. It would be kind of interesting to see how things are going to change in the future ‘cause obviously books are important, but it’s going to be a lot more technology and web-based. But I’m shooting for a photographer. 

Stephen: My daughter is majoring in photography starting in September at York University.

Becky: How many daughters do you have?

Stephen: $6,000 camera. The cameras are more expensive then the tuition in Canada. Katie?

Katie: I plan on being a physical therapist.

Stephen: A physical therapist. 

Ben: I want to be a graphic designer.

Stephen: A graphic designer.  Cool.

Morgan: I want to be a marine biologist.

Stephen: Cool. Not from Idaho though, right? Not a lot of ocean front here.

Jenna: I know I want to go to the medical field. Actually, more recently, I’ve been thinking physical therapy. 

Roy: I’m really undecided on what I want to do but I know it’s in the medical field, but I just don’t know where.

Stephen: You don’t have to decide. Only the schools think you should decide when you got to write essays. So I just told you kids to fake it. 

Sam: Probably something to do with engineering.

Stephen: Chris?

Chris: Maybe, you know. I did want to become a computer programmer, but then my Dad said that’s probably not me. But I’m still aiming for that.

Stephen: Good.  Have you dreams.  It’s ok. Bryan?

Bryan: I kind of got 2 choices. My first choice, which I would want to prefer to be, is to become a professional running back. And then my next choice though would be if that didn’t work out, I want to be a navy pilot. 

Stephen: That’s cool. 

Bryan: So I’ve been studying planes like my whole life.

Stephen: I spend my life on planes. I go to 100 conferences a year. I’ve got one shoulder that’s permanently designed to go onto the arm of the seat and that’s it. And it seems that every flight attendant knows how to crash that cart into my arm. They get all the way down the aisle but soon as they hit me that’s it. So, Alane, where are we at? Here we go. Ok. So I think we got some extra mics, right? So, Alane and I going …  Some of you were keeping notes and you can ask questions of these guys. And you can see how honest and forthright they’ve been. Like I said, these are cool kids. Thank you very much.
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