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Early Literacy & Music – Tips for Promoting Music 
@ your library
Many of the Read to Me programs are designed to increase the knowledge, skills, and comfort level for parents in the six early literacy skills. Getting parents to utilize library services and promoting library collections are also outcomes for the programs. Idaho libraries are doing an amazing job achieving these goals. Parents and caregivers who participate in First Book and Every Child Ready to Read family workshops are reading more to their children, finding good age-appropriate books to read to them, and attending library programs as a family. They are also talking more to their children about the books they read, encouraging their children to retell stories, and “playing” with letters. 

Two areas ranked slightly lower on the list of things parents are doing differently as a result in participating in the programs: singing with their children and playing rhyming games. Both of these areas had better results in the ECRTR program, likely due to the modeling and working directly with parents that is done throughout the six sessions. 

Here are a few more ways libraries can promote singing and music in their libraries. 

• Provide the words to songs and rhymes you use at your storytimes for parents to take home. When possible, post the words on a flip chart so parents can read along with the songs during storytimes. 

• Provide the free Literacy on the Go, Music for Babies, Rhymes for Babies, and the Spanish-language version of Rhymes for Families at your library, at area schools, preschools and daycares, your local WIC (Women Infant and Children) program, Head Start, doctor and dentist offices, laundromats, churches, etc. Find the order form on the Read to Me Resource Page. 

• Beef up your library’s CD collection and promote it widely. Boise Public’s Tamra Hawley-House provided this list of music she uses at her “Music and Movement” programs. Librarians in western Massachusetts have compiled a list of recommended CDs on their blog and the Multnomah County Library also has a list that may be helpful if you’re looking for some new sources of songs that other libraries like. 

• Do a display promoting singing and music resources your library offers. Include the “Literacy on the Go” booklets and other handouts parents can take. Display some great “books to sing” (Google “Books to Sing” for great booklists – many titles are already in your collections). 

• Provide rhythm sticks, scarves, shakers, bells or other musical props to use at storytimes. 

• Consider providing a “Music and Movement” programs at the library. Even if you can’t offer these programs weekly, a monthly program would model singing and movement activities for parents to do in their own homes. 

• Experiment with different songs and music in your storytimes, but keep some of your favorites in there long enough for everyone to learn them. Repetition is really important for young children.
• Include more singing and musical resources in deposit collections your library might be providing for daycares and preschools. 

• Considering contracting with someone in your community who loves music and singing to do some music programs or concerts in your library. 

• Play different CDs in the children’s section of the library and highlight those selections ala “Starbuck’s-method” of noting which CD you’re featuring that day. 

• Write a grant to improve your library’s music collection, resources, and services for families. 

• If your library provides story kits or “books in a bag” type of projects for parents to check out, add more music resources to these. 
• National Music Week is celebrated each year during the first full week in May (the first Sunday through the second Sunday.)  Celebrate by sponsoring a concert at the library or somewhere else in the community. Have displays of instruments, musical scores, and photos or books that feature musicians. Invite a musician to speak at storyhour or to your after school group. Partner with a music group or fan of music in your community. Figure out some ways you can work together to encourage families to share music with their children.
Other ideas for promoting music and singing: 
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