YOUTH SERVICES FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
L=Libraries
S=School Libraries/schools
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CASH AWARDS
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Idaho Community Foundation (L/S)
http://www.idcomfdn.org/pages/eligibility.htm
Eligibility & Grant Information: Regional Competitive Grants

Applications for competitive grants in the Southwestern, Eastern and Northern grants regions are accepted on a cyclical basis, with specific opening and closing dates.  Only one region is available for grant seeking at any time.  The pertinent dates for each region are as follows:

Region 

Dates Open 


Grants Awarded 

North 


Nov 1 - Jan 15 

June 

East 


Feb 1 - April 1 

September 

Southwest 

May 1 - July 1
 
December 

Organizations may apply for up to $5,000. Individuals are not eligible for the regional grant program. Organizations wishing to apply should review the Technical Instructions respecting online applications, as well as the current guidelines particular to the regional program in which they are interested (see below, or see navigation links on left). 
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The following grants can also be found at www.grantwrangler.com
Ezra Jack Keats Minigrant Program For Public Schools and Public Libraries

http://www.ezra-jack-keats.org/programs/minigrant.html
Minigrant Award = $500

Funds will not be granted for:

- general operating costs

- administrative costs

- transportation of the audience

- purchase of books, tapes, software or equipment unrelated to a specific program described. 

Creative programs funded in the past have included:

- Ongoing pen-pal projects bringing disparate communities together,

- Multi-cultural portrait projects,

- Art projects culminating in art shows, murals, or quilts,

- Bookmaking,

- Creation and performance of puppet shows,

- Inter-generational journals.

Deadline is in September of each year, awards announced in December.
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Letters About Literature (L/S)
http://www.lettersaboutliterature.org/how_to_enter
Sponsored by Letters About Literature (LAL), the Center for the Book, and Target Brands, Inc., students in grades 4-9 are invited to write a letter that explores their emotions inspired by a book, short story, poem, essay, or speech. Judges for each participating state Center for the Book will select the top letter in each level. State winners will receive a $50 Target giftcard and advance to the national level judging for a chance to win a $500 Target giftcard, plus a $10,000 LAL Reading Promotion grant for their community or school library. Additionally, the national honorable mention winners will each receive a $100 Target giftcard and a $1,000 LAL Reading Promotion grant. This contest starts September 1, 2009.

Deadline: December 12, 2009

State Giving Program (L/S)
http://walmartstores.com/CommunityGiving/8168.aspx
Through the State Giving Program, the Wal-Mart Foundation will support organizations with programs that create opportunities so people can live better. The foundation has four areas of focus: workforce development/economic opportunity, health and wellness, environmental sustainability, and education, which includes programs that address the educational needs of under-served young people ages 12-25. Education programs should focus on high school success, adolescent literacy, access and retention of first-generation college students, and teacher retention.

Deadline: Check website for yearly deadlines
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Community Grants (L)
 http://info.cvscaremark.com/community/our-impact/community-grants
The CVS Caremark Charitable Trust will give up to $5,000 to charitable organizations that are making a difference in the lives of children with disabilities. Programs that serve children with disabilities under the age of 21 should address: accessibility to physical activity, early intervention, and health and rehabilitative services. The CVS Caremark Charitable Trust defines disabilities as impairments that limit one or more routine activities of daily living.

Deadline: October 31, 2009
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Literacy and Education Grants (L/S)
http://www.buildabear.com/aboutus/community/grants/default.aspx
The Build-A-Bear Workshop Bear Hugs Foundation provides literacy and education grants to support children in summer reading programs, early childhood education programs, and special needs literacy programs. Grants generally range between $1,000 to $10,000, but the average grant is $1,500.

Deadline: Grants are reviewed several times a year, see website for updated grant cycle.


Walmart Store and Sam's Club Giving Program (S)
http://walmartstores.com/CommunityGiving/8916.aspx
The Wal-Mart Foundation will give $1,000-5,000 to programs and initiatives that address the educational needs of under-served young people ages 12-25. Examples include programs focused on high school success, access and retention of first-generation college students, and adolescent literacy. The foundation has a particular interest in supporting veterans and military families, traditionally under-served groups, individuals with disabilities, and people impacted by natural disasters. Eligible applicants include K-12 schools and colleges with current tax-exempt status under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Deadline: Ongoing
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Box Tops for Education (S)
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
Sponsored by General Mills, Box Tops for Education enables K-8 schools to earn up to $60,000 every year by clipping 10¢ Box Tops coupons from hundreds of products such as Cheerios, Betty Crocker, Juicy Juice, Ziploc, Kleenex, Hefty, and more. At the Box Tops Marketplace, individuals can shop at over 70 online stores like Oriental Trading Co., JCPenney, and Lands' End, and a percentage of these purchases will go back to their schools. Teachers can begin their shopping at the Box Tops Reading Room to earn up to 6% on purchases made at Barnes & Noble. In addition, they can check out the Bonus Box Tops section for sweepstakes, contests, and other bonus opportunities each month.

Deadline: Ongoing
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Grants for Kids Education (L/S)
http://www.collectivebrands.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=74165&p=irol-corpCitPSS#grants
The Payless ShoeSource Foundation gives up to $5,000 to non-profit organizations that propose projects involving the arts, kids education, and health and human services. From January through June of each year, the Foundation will review requests from elementary schools and charitable organizations. Selections will be made in July and the schools and organizations selected will be notified in August or September. Grant requests of more than $5,000 will be reviewed on a quarterly basis.

Deadline: Ongoing
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Sponsorships and Charitable Donations (L/S)
http://www.barnesandnobleinc.com/our_company/sponsorship/sponsorship_local/donations_local.html
Barnes & Noble considers local and national support requests from non-profit organizations that focus on literacy, the arts, or education (preK–12). They also consider sponsorship opportunities where they can partner with organizations that focus their core businesses on higher learning, literacy, and the arts. Eligible recipients are either local literary, arts, or educational organizations seeking a sponsorship or donation from a Barnes and Noble store or national literary, arts, or educational organizations seeking a charitable donation or sponsorship opportunity from a Barnes and Noble corporate office.

Deadline: Ongoing

Education Grants (L/S)
http://www.thelawrencefoundation.org/grants/
The Lawrence Foundation gives grants to environmental, educational, and human services programs. Eligible organizations include public schools, libraries, and nonprofits that qualify for public charity status under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

Deadline: April 30, 2010
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BOOKS AND MATERIALS
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Free Books from First Book National Book Bank
www.firstbook.org
Looking for ways to sustain your Read to Me First Book program, or want to start a new program? Your library may qualify to receive free/low cost books!

Eligible organizations must register with First Book and be a nonprofit organization with at least 80 percent of the children coming from low-income families, a Title 1 school, or a specially designated government institution. 

The First Book National Book Bank distributes large quantities of publisher-donated brand-new books to programs serving children from low-income families. The cost is just $0.25 per book to have them shipped. After registering with First Book, organizations will receive email notifications alerting them when book distribution applications are available. 
BOOKS FOR CHILDREN
http://www.librifoundation.org/apps.html
Grant Application Guidelines
The Libri Foundation is a nationwide non-profit organization which donates new, quality, hardcover children's books to small, rural public libraries in the United States through its BOOKS FOR CHILDREN program. Only libraries within the 50 states are eligible to apply. The Libri Foundation does not offer grants to libraries outside of the United States.

Libraries are qualified on an individual basis. In general, county libraries should serve a population under 16,000 and town libraries should serve a population under 10,000 (usually under 5,000). Libraries should be in a rural area, have a limited operating budget, and an active children's department. Please note: Rural is usually considered to be at least 30 miles from a city with a population over 40,000.

Grants are awarded three times a year. Application deadlines in 2009 are: (postmarked by) January 15th, April 15th, and August 15th. Grants are awarded January 31st, April 30th, and August 31st. The names of grant recipients are posted on the Grant Recipients page within 2 or 3 days after grants are awarded. Acceptance packets are usually mailed 2 weeks after grants are awarded.

If you want your books in time for your summer reading program, please apply for a January grant. April grant recipients may not receive their books until after most summer reading programs begin. 
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The following lists were compiled at the Read to Me Meeting in March of 2009:

Grants received by Idaho libraries in the past: 
Women’s Charitable Foundation (Treasure Valley and Wood River)

Big employers (Target, Sam’s Club- go to national websites)

CHC Foundation (Idaho Falls only)
Steele Reese Foundation

Libri Foundation- requires 1/3 match

Kiwanis Club or other service groups

U.S. Ecology Waste Management community grants

Wal-Mart (sponsored by ICFL)

Other funding sources:

Scholastic book Sales and Literacy Partners

Dairy owners sponsored non-resident cards (Jerome)

WICAP Head Start for non-resident cards (Cascade)

Lego League website

Success by Six

First Federal

Century Tel and other phone companies

Jenny Jones Local Hero Program ($1000)

Hamburger Helper

Title 5 program (senior citizen workers)


