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Gary Williams grew up in Billings, Montana. 
His degrees are from Washington University in 
St. Louis and Cornell University.  He’s a 
specialist in 19th-century American 
literature/intellectual history.  In the past two 
decades he has written extensively on 19th-
century poet Julia Ward Howe, including a 
reconstruction of Howe's never-before-
published novel titled The Hermaphrodite.   He 
recently edited an essay collection, Philosophies 
of Sex, focused on The Hermaphrodite (Ohio 
State University Press, 2012).  

He has been a member of the English 
department at the University of Idaho since 
1973. He was an inaugural College of Letters 
and Science Humanities Fellow in 1998-99, and 
in 2007-08 he held the university's first 
Distinguished Humanities Professorship.  
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