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Idaho Library


2525 Wonderful Street


Sunday afternoons from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.


Refreshments will be served.


Reading Selections


January 4


Crossing To Safety by Wallace Stegner (1987) 


January 11


Having Our Say by Sarah L. Delany and A. Elizabeth Delany with Amy Hill Hearth (1993) 


January 18


Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom (1997) 


January 25


Balsamroot: A Memoir by Mary Clearman Blew (1994)


February 1


The Stone Angel by Margaret Laurence





January 25


Balsamroot: A Memoir by Mary Clearman Blew (1994)


Mary Clearman Blew writes of her Aunt Imogene’s gradual disorientation at age 81. Over a period of months, Imogene becomes infirm, and Blew relocates her in Idaho to be near, and then has to put her in an institution for patients suffering from advanced dementia and Alzheimer’s. But the journey with Aunt Imogene is also a journey for Blew, and her attempts to understand who her aunt has become lead her to examine Imogene’s and her own past over the years. 





February 1


The Stone Angel by Margaret Laurence 


The story centers around ninety year-old Hagar Shipley, an aging woman living with her son and his wife. Hagar is forgetful, spiteful, and remorseful by turns, but always evincing an indomitable spirit. Laurence skillfully reveals Hagar’s past through a series of flashbacks, and the reader is taken on a tour of this woman’s life as she struggles with her present failing and her angers and resentments about the past. In her memories Hagar has always prided herself on being independent and self-sufficient, and in these last days of her life, she realizes what a price she has paid over the years.








January 4


Crossing To Safety by Wallace Stegner (1987) 


This novel is a history of friendship and marriage, featuring two couples: the narrator Larry Morgan, his wife Sally, and Sid and Charity Lang. The story moves from the present through the past in a long series of remembrances.    Using the relationship through the years of the Langs and the Morgans, Stegner defines the value of long friendship and the tribulations and the blessings of love over time.


January 11


Having Our Say by Sarah L. Delany and A. Elizabeth Delany with Amy Hill Hearth (1993) 


Bessie and Sadie Delany were both over 100 years old in 1993 when Amy Hill Hearth interviewed them. The book is the sisters’ oral history is organized in rough chronology, beginning with the sisters’ earliest memories of growing up in Raleigh, North Carolina and ending with 			their contemporary lives in their home 			in Mount Vernon, New York. It is a 				fascinating account of family life and 				pride, race relations, civil rights issues, 			and American rural and urban life 				through the last century. 

















January 18


Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom (1997) 


Author Mitch Albom writes of his relationship with his old college teacher, Morrie Schwartz, who is dying of Lou Gehrig’s disease (ALS). The title comes from the idea that Albom always visited Morrie on a Tuesday. But more than a simple recounting of their final days, the book is an analysis of Morrie’s life and the things he has learned about living and dying now that he is faced with the nearness of his own death. It is also a book about Mitch and his own journey, the lessons he learns still from his old teacher, friend, and mentor.








This program is made possible by the Idaho Humanities Council, the National Endowment for the Humanities, a generous gift from U.S. Bank, and administered by the Idaho Commission for Libraries.








