
[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.png]Idaho
g8l Commission
for Libraries




Idaho Day 2016 Book Read
In 2014 the Legislature established an official Idaho Day, to be observed each year on March 4 with a proclamation from the governor, ceremonies, programs, and activities to honor Idaho’s heritage. For 2016, the theme is “Heroes: Past and Present.” The books listed below are by “Idaho heroes” or include people, real or fictitious, whose stories are heroic in some way—such as overcoming obstacles, displaying perseverance, exploring the state, or exemplifying leadership.
· Buffalo Coat, by Carol Ryrie Brink

· Essential Lewis and Clark, by Landon Y. Jones

· Home Below Hell's Canyon, by Grace Edgington Jordan

· Housekeeping, by Marilynne Robinson

· Indian Creek Chronicles: A Winter in The Bitterroot Wilderness, by Pete Fromm

· Lewis and Clark Among The Indians, by James P. Ronda

· Myths of Idaho Indians, by Deward E. Walker Jr.

· Old Man and the Sea, by Ernest Hemmingway

· Sacagawea of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, by Ella Elizabeth Clark

· Sheep May Safely Graze, by Louie W. Attebery

· Sign-Talker: The Adventure of George Drouillard on the Lewis and Clark Expedition, by James Alexander Thom

· Stump Ranch Pioneer, by Nelle Portrey Davis

· Truth About Sacajawea, by Kenneth Thomasma

· We Sagebrush Folks, by Annie Pike Greenwood
Book Summaries 

Buffalo Coat, by Carol Ryrie Brink

Buffalo Coat is Carol Ryrie Brink’s novelized account of events in Moscow, Idaho, around the turn of the century. Brink’s work details the yearning lives of women and men who feel not quite in tune with their town’s spirit, as it traces the rivalries of several town doctors and their visions of life. It poses man as the instigator against woman as the sustainer. While men build to deify themselves, the women work together to provide the basic necessities to all as the need arises. When year after year typhoid cuts a deadly swath through the community, a water and sewer system is proposed to the voters. The main character, a doctor, opposes it because the idea came from a rival doctor and the tax liability on his extensive real estate holdings would prove burdensome. A young woman, barely out of high school, takes up the cause and campaigns to all who will listen. The women of the community, not yet allowed to vote, succeed in influencing the male population to do the right thing and eradicate the deadly disease. Historic fiction of this kind seeks to instruct and enlighten in a subtle fashion as it entertains. The deeper issues facing society become the scenery surrounding the characters as they waltz through their lives. It has an added depth because it has roots in the lives and experiences of real people recently and intimately known to the author. First published in 1944
Author Information

Carol Ryrie Brink (1895-1981) was born in Moscow, Idaho, the child of one of the families whose history is adapted in Buffalo Coat. Author of many children’s books, including the Newbery Medal-winning Caddie Woodlawn, she also wrote an Idaho trilogy for adults, Buffalo Coat, Strangers in the Forest, and Snow in the River. After the deaths of both her father and her mother, she was raised by a grandmother who shared her love of storytelling with her. She received her B.A. Degree in 1918 from the University of California-Berkeley, then married her longtime friend, University of Idaho math professor Raymond Brink. They lived for forty years in Minnesota and had one son and one daughter. According to her biographer, Mary Reed, Carol Brink “strove to live in a way that would not harm others, to never waste a day, and to make the most of her life.”

Essential Lewis and Clark, by Landon Y. Jones

The journals of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark remain the single most important document in the history of American exploration. Through these tales of adventure, edited and annotated by American Book Award nominee Landon Jones, we meet Indian peoples and see the Great Plains, the Rocky Mountains, and western rivers the way Lewis and Clark first observed them--majestic, pristine, uncharted, and awe-inspiring. For high school and adult readers. Published in 2002.
Author Information

Landon Y. Jones is an American editor and author. He also wrote William Clark and the Shaping of the West. He is a former head editor of People and Money magazines. He lives in Princeton, New Jersey, and Bozeman, Montana. 
Home Below Hell’s Canyon, by Grace Edgington Jordan

This is an autobiographical account by Grace Jordan, describing the Jordan family’s life on a remote sheep ranch in the 1930s in the Snake River Canyon south of Lewiston, Idaho. With hard work, determination to live a simple, family-centered life, common sense, and good humor, family members adapt to and come to love their new, tough environment and discover strengths in themselves they never knew existed. First published 1954
Author Information

Jordan was born in Wasco, Oregon, on April 16, 1892, the daughter of a country doctor and a school teacher. She received a Bachelor of Arts degree with honors in English from the University of Oregon. Grace Jordan worked as a journalist and taught writing at the Universities of Oregon and Washington. She married Len B. Jordan in 1924; he became Governor of Idaho in 1951. Jordan was a consistent free-lance journalist, created poetry, and wrote books based in Idaho, capturing the culture and history of the Idaho landscape.

Discussion Questions, Home Below Hell’s Canyon
1. What are some of the hardships the Jordan family had to endure? How successful were they in conquering these challenges? 

2. What themes recur throughout this book: practicality, being productive, frugality, self-reliance, focus on education?

3. What does the author have to say about the role of and importance of women in the canyon?

4. Discuss the different writing styles or tones in this book, from the concrete and journalistic to poetic in her descriptive language. (Example: opening lines of Ch. 2, and language describing riding out in winter, p. 197).

5. People in the canyon met the world with frankness and practicality. Do you think it was characteristic of those lean times? Of isolated life in the canyon?

6. Are there particular images, characters or events that impressed you that we haven’t discussed?

7. Are there passages, facts or descriptions that you found especially compelling?

Housekeeping, by Marilynne Robinson

Marilynne Robinson’s best-selling novel, tells the story of two girls orphaned when their mother drives a car off a hill into Lake Fingerbone. The girls move into their grandmother’s house where the grandmother—and upon her death, two great aunts—try to shelter the girls and assemble an ordinary life for them out of the daily tasks of housekeeping and the taken-for-granted connections among relatives. But when the great aunts also die, the girls are left in the care of Sylvie, their mother’s transient sister. Sylvie’s world means random meals, leaves blowing through the littered rooms of the once orderly house, the parlor filled with heaps of tin cans and old paper. Without a traditional family structure for stability, the girls try to keep their balance between Sylvie’s world and the more conventional world of their small community. Close at first, each sister must finally make her individual choice between those worlds, “outside” or “inside.”  Robinson makes us understand loneliness, wildness, and the impermanence of both relationships and material objects. Yet she also shows us that these qualities, usually seen as wholly negative, have their own beauty and value. Sylvie and Ruth, the central characters, take their dangerous night walk across the railroad trestle above Lake Fingerbone, an act of courage and delicate balance, into their chosen home, a world stripped down to its essentials of change and motion. Published in 1980
Author Information 

Marilynne Robinson, who lives in Massachusetts, spent childhood summers with her grandparents in Coeur d’Alene and received her Ph.D. from the University of Washington. This 1982 novel, her first, won the Ernest Hemingway Foundation award and was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. 
Discussion Questions, Housekeeping
1.
Until recently, literature has been more likely to focus on male experience than on female experience. Housekeeping is a novel which really has no male characters. Does that make a difference? You might compare it to such novels of male experience as The Red Badge of Courage or Moby Dick.

2.
Commentators frequently describe the male quest as a horizontal one: Odysseus wants to get home; the knights want to find the Holy Grail; homesteaders want to find land; 49ers want to find gold; Huck Finn and Deerslayer want to avoid civilization. Such horizontal quests involve traveling from one place to another. Recently, commentator Carol Christ has suggested that the female quest is vertical, involving not travel from one place to another, but diving deep into the self in order to understand the individual’s relation to society. Does either of these quest patterns fit Housekeeping?

3.
Much of the western experience involves striving to establish homes and put down roots. Idaho was a tough paradise, promising great rewards but demanding great endurance, and there are ironies in Sylvie and Ruth’s abandonment of the paradise which earlier Idahoans worked so hard to achieve. How is their rejection of housekeeping related to the earlier homesteading effort? Have times changed, or are these simply different personalities?

4.
Robinson’s style is lyrical and carefully crafted. At the end, for example, when Ruth has accepted transience, the prose becomes both mystical and mythic, stylistically separating itself from the mundane, earthbound, “realistic” world which Ruth has given up. What other aspects of style do you notice?

5.
This novel is rich with Biblical imagery. Fire and flood are important; Cain and Abel are mentioned; Ruth’s grandmother tries to determine “how nearly the state of grace resembled the state of Idaho.” How do such images affect the novel?

6.
What is the relationship between humor and seriousness in this novel?

7.
A major theme of Housekeeping is the relationship between permanence and transience. Even things and people which seem to have passed away are not entirely gone. Just beneath the surface of Lake Fingerbone float the faces of the drowned. In the breezes of abandoned homesteads can be heard the voices of children. What does the novel suggest about the relationship between impermanence and renewal and resurrection?

8.
Is this an “Idaho novel” at all? Is the Idaho setting (the state is mentioned by name only once in the novel) crucial or even important? What does the novel suggest about the relationship between place and character?

Indian Creek Chronicles: A Winter in The Bitterroot Wilderness, by Pete Fromm

Named a Pacific Northwest Booksellers Association Book of the Year when it was published, Pete Fromm’s account of his seven months in the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness of the Idaho panhandle reads at times like the story of the mountain man he played at being when he signed up to keep watch over a couple of million salmon eggs at the remote hatchery. When Fromm came to the University of Montana from his native Wisconsin to major in wildlife biology and to participate on the swimming team, his roommate, who had worked as a seasonal ranger, introduced him to books like A. B. Guthrie, Jr.’s The Big Sky, and before he knew it, Fromm fell in love with the mystique of Jim Bridger and Jeremiah Johnson. At age twenty, he accepted a job with Idaho Fish and Game on the very “romantic whim” the warden warns against, but he soon proves himself a capable outdoorsman. Fromm splices his narrative, which reads much like a novel, with self-deprecating humor, but in fact, he proves equal to the challenges of isolation and intense cold. He turns out to be an excellent shot, supplementing his diet with rabbit, grouse, and finally an illegally bagged moose. About midway through the book Fromm observes a mountain lion hunt led by a group of outfitters, and in that context we detect some misgivings about his mountain man values, but generally he does not confront the issues. That matter is left to the reader. Published in 1993
Author Information 

Born in 1958 and raised in Shorewood, Wisconsin, Pete Fromm majored in wildlife biology at the University of Montana, where he attended on a swimming scholarship, graduating with honors in 1981. He worked for several years as a seasonal ranger for the National Park Service. An avid reader, Fromm says in an interview (2001) that he stumbled into a couple of creative writing courses while at UM and began writing full-time in 1990 after his first publication. Attracted to Hemingway’s Nick Adams stories, Fromm notes that he was struck by “the stunningly literate line,” “Nick liked to open cans.” His wife, Rose Powers, is a mechanical engineer. His first book, Tall Uncut (1992), was a collection of short stories about “hunting and fishing, of long car trips through open landscape.” Most of his subsequent books have been collections of short stories usually involving the out-of-doors, including King of the Mountain (1994), Dry Rain (1997), Blood Knot (1998), and Night Swimming (2000). Two of his recent novels, however, have drawn particular attention. How All This Started (2000) joined Indian Creek Chronicles as a winner of the Pacific Northwest Booksellers Association award, and As Cool as I Am (2003), a coming-of-age novel set in Great Falls, Montana, where Fromm currently lives, has been praised as a “beautiful and evocative” tale of young womanhood narrated in a voice that is “provocative, gritty, erotic, hilarious and genuine.”  

Discussion Questions, Indian Creek Chronicles
1.
Described by the publishers as “a rousing tale of self-sufficiency” and “a modern-day Walden,” Indian Creek Chronicles may strike you as neither of the above. He is given provisions, after all, and the connections with Thoreau’s classic may be more contrastive than comparative. The fame of Thoreau’s classic resides in his insights and meditations. When do we see what is on young Fromm’s mind? Does he strike you as being very thoughtful at all? Do you think we as readers are expected to criticize or judge his behavior? 

2.
The subtitle of this book is “A Winter Alone in the Wilderness,” but Pete Fromm often appears beleaguered by wardens checking up on him, outfitters and hunters, and college chums. Moreover, he has the companionship of his “little rat-like dog” Boone. So how “alone” is the narrator? How does he handle his sense of isolation? What role is played by the books his parents and sister send with him?

3.
What problems does Fromm have to confront when it comes to his romantic fantasy of living like a mountain man? He succeeds in trapping a snowshoe hare, for example, but then what? How does the moose he kills fit in here? Why does he show himself thinking of it as poaching in the context of the mountain lion hunt (112)? 

4.
What does Pete Fromm learn from his months in the wilderness about how humans should relate to the natural world? Does he make these lessons explicit, or are we as readers expected to read between the lines of what appears to be mostly an adventure story? What are we to make, for example, of the deer and bobcat episode in Chapter Sixteen?

5.
After carefully reviewing the final chapter (and the epilogue) of this book, what are your thoughts? What range of images, events, and people does Fromm leave us with? Why does he leave his dog with the bear hunters? His job guarding the salmon eggs connects Fromm with an important role in conservation, but how aware of that has he been throughout his stay?

Lewis and Clark Among The Indians, by James P. Ronda

An ethnohistorical account of the journey made by Lewis and Clark from St. Louis to the Oregon coast and back again in 1804-1806. Describes the daily dealings of the explorers and Indians. Ronda’s inclusion of pertinent background information about the various tribes and for his ethnological analysis. An appendix also places the Sacagawea myth in its proper perspective. Gracefully written, the book bridges the gap between academic and general audiences. Published in 1984
Author information

James P. Ronda holds the H. G. Barnard Chair in Western History at the University of Tulsa. He is also the author of Finding the West: Explorations with Lewis and Clark and Astoria and Empire. 
Myths of Idaho Indians, by Deward E. Walker Jr.

Myths of the Idaho Indians is a collection, in prose and narrative form, of stories of the Kutneai, the Kalispel, the Coeur d’Alene, the Nez Perce, the Shoshone, and the Northern Paiute. These stories were originally gathered by ethnologists, anthropologists, and historians and include myths of creation, of coyote tricksters, of birth and death, and of justice. They suggest the rich spiritual and aesthetic life of the tribes. The myths or legends of North America’s native peoples arose within societies ancient in their oral traditions, intimate with the natural world to an extent only now being understood, and highly complex in their internal organization. Such myths serve many functions, from transmitting the basic values of the society between generations to explaining the creation of the world, and to imparting ritual meaning to the most important events in human life. The stories of Idaho’s Native Americans presented here express the rich spiritual and artistic sides of their cultures. Great care has been taken to preserve as much of the original style and flavor of their telling as possible, including their impressive dramatic qualities as well as their striking humor. Published in 1980
Author Information

Dr. Deward E. Walker, Jr. received his Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of Oregon in 1964 and has conducted research among Tribal and non-Tribal populations of the Columbia Basin, Western Plains, Northern Great Basin and Southwest. He is frequently retained by Tribal governments and agencies to conduct demographic, legal, housing, health, education, and economic research related to planning, program development, risk assessment, legal defense of treaty rights, and various Tribal environmental initiatives concerning water, fish, mining, nuclear waste, logging, and so forth. He has published several books on Indian culture in the Intermountain West.

Old Man and the Sea, by Ernest Hemmingway

An elderly Cuban fisherman hooks a giant marlin after eighty-five days without a single catch. Then he fights a losing battle with sharks who deprive him of his triumph. The Old Man and the Sea invites, even demands, reading on multiple levels. For example, readers can receive the novella as an engaging and realistic story of Santiago, the old man; Manolin, the young man who loves him; and Santiago’s last and greatest battle with a giant marlin. However, the novella also clearly fits into the category of allegory — a story with a surface meaning and one or more under-the-surface meanings. Likewise, the characters become much more than themselves or even types — they become archetypes (universal representations inherited from the collective consciousness of our ancestors and the fundamental facts of human existence). From this perspective, Santiago is mentor, spiritual father, old man, or old age; and Manolin is pupil, son, boy, or youth. Santiago is the great fisherman and Manolin his apprentice — both dedicated to fishing as a way of life that they were born to and a calling that is spiritually enriching and part of the organic whole of the natural world. Santiago, as the greatest of such fishermen and the embodiment of their philosophy, becomes a solitary human representative to the natural world. He accepts the inevitability of the natural order, in which all creatures are both predator and prey, but recognizes that all creatures also nourish one another. He accepts the natural cycle of human existence as part of that natural order, but finds within himself the imagination and inspiration to endure his greatest struggle and achieve the intangibles that can redeem his individual life so that even when destroyed he can remain undefeated. Published in 1952
Author Information

Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961), born in Oak Park, Illinois, started his career as a writer in a newspaper office in Kansas City at the age of seventeen. After the United States entered the First World War, he joined a volunteer ambulance unit in the Italian army. Serving at the front, he was wounded, was decorated by the Italian Government, and spent considerable time in hospitals. After his return to the United States, he became a reporter for Canadian and American newspapers and was soon sent back to Europe to cover such events as the Greek Revolution. During the twenties, Hemingway became a member of the group of expatriate Americans in Paris, which he described in his first important work, The Sun Also Rises (1926). Equally successful was A Farewell to Arms (1929), the study of an American ambulance officer's disillusionment in the war and his role as a deserter. Hemingway used his experiences as a reporter during the civil war in Spain as the background for his most ambitious novel, For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940). Among his later works, the most outstanding is the short novel, The Old Man and the Sea (1952). His straightforward prose, his spare dialogue, and his predilection for understatement are particularly effective in his short. Hemingway died in Idaho in 1961.
Discussion Questions, Old Man and the Sea
1. Is this really about an old man and the sea? Or is it about an old man and a fish? Or about an old man and a young boy? Or maybe these are all bound up together. Certainly, the sea and the fish dominate the old man’s attention for most of the tale, yet he also says that he likes to go out alone “beyond all the people in the world,” but he wishes he had the boy with him. He says, “I told the boy I was a strange old man . . . Now is when I must prove it.” What is he trying to prove? 

2. Speaking of the fish, he says, “He is my brother, but I must kill him.” He claims to love the fish, yet he will kill it. Why does this fish mean so much to him? How are they alike? Do you see any parallels between the old man’s quest for the fish and Ahab’s search for Moby Dick? How are they similar, and how are they different? 

3. At one point the old man compares himself to Joe DiMaggio. At another, he recalls an arm wrestling match with a Negro. What’s the point? Is this just an instance of an old guy trying to prove his manhood to himself and a young boy? Or is it some sort of spiritual quest? Or possibly both? What if he hadn’t caught the fish? Would he have considered himself a failure? 

4. During the shark attack, he feels regret about the way things have turned out, but reflects, “Do not think about sin . . . There are enough problems without sin. Also, I have no understanding of it,” and “You killed him for pride and because you are a fisherman.” To what extent could this internal conversation be seen as a meditation on killing? 

5. Although for much of the book, not much happens, the old man is an acute observer of nature. He notices many details of water, lines, birds, clouds, and sea life. Even his thoughts seem to be concrete and image based, rather than abstract and philosophical. The sentences are mostly short and straightforward, the vocabulary lean and spare. The main characters don’t even have names. Did you find this narrative style effective? Did it hold your attention throughout? 

6. A man, a boy, and a fish, which also appears to be male -- this would certainly appear to be a masculine story, perhaps one that says something about a distinctly male way of being in the world, one that is being passed down from generation to generation. What are the characteristics of this ethos? Is it exclusively masculine, or is it something that women can also relate to?
Sacagawea of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, by Ella Elizabeth Clark

The first part of this book tells the story of Sacagawea’s role in the Lewis and Clark Expedition, based largely on the accounts given in the journals of the explorers, with information culled from other sources where it is appropriate, including personal interviews. After a brief sketch of the beginnings of the Expedition, the book takes one through a chronological report of the Expedition’s progress, with emphasis on the episodes where Sacagawea played an important part. The second part of the book extends the story of Sacagawea past the time of the Expedition, and much is based on the recorded testimonies of Dr. Charles Eastman, a Sioux Indian who investigated the life and death of Sacagawea in 1924 at the request of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. The book emphasizes Sacagawea’s importance by plainly stating the part she played in an historic feat, and also presents a clear picture of her character and of her life after the exploration. Published in 1979
Author Information

Ella Elizabeth Clark was born at Summertown, Tennessee in 1896. After attending high school in Peoria, Illinois in 1917 she became a high school teacher though she did not receive her B.A. from Northwestern University until 1921. Miss Clark received her M.A. from Northwestern in 1927 and then taught at Washington State University from 1927 to 1961, both beginning and advanced writing and literature courses. She also wrote on such diverse subjects as Indian mythology, botany, and firefighting in our national forests. In the 1930s, Clark began her travels in Canada, Alaska, and the Pacific Northwest in search of the varied myths and legends of the North American Indian which were dying in the wake of the new urban-technological age. The major core of Clark’s work continued to be the diverse legends of the Indian. Her findings were published in Indian Legends of the Pacific Northwest (1953), Indian Legends of Canada (1960), and Indian Legends From the Northern Rockies (1966). 

Sheep May Safely Graze, by Louie W. Attebery

Sheep May Safely Graze is a nonfiction account of the work of one third-generation Idaho sheep ranching family. In chronicling the family’s traditions and describing the contemporary context in which the family operates, folklorist Louie Attebery addresses larger questions about the continuity and survival of family traditions and provides a vivid account of a vanishing way of life. Published in 1992
Author Information

Louie Attebery is Professor Emeritus at the College of Idaho in Caldwell. An Idaho native, he was an associate editor of Northwest Folklore and has many publications on Idaho folklore and literature. He has won the Idaho Library Association medal for the best book on an Idaho subject and the Outstanding Achievement in the Humanities Award from the Idaho Humanities Council.

Sign-Talker: The Adventure of George Drouillard on the Lewis and Clark Expedition, by James Alexander Thom

Following the Louisiana Purchase, Thomas Jefferson sends Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to explore the newly acquired territory. To survive, the two captains need an extraordinary hunter who will be able to provide the expedition with fresh game, and a sign-talker to communicate with the native tribes. They choose George Drouillard. It is Drouillard who becomes our eyes and ears on this unforgettable odyssey. A magnificent tale told with intelligence and insight, Sign-Talker is full of song and suffering, humor and pathos. The book entertains us even as it shows us a new vision of our nation, our past, and ourselves. Published in 2000
Author Information

James Alexander Thom lives with his wife, Dark Rain, a Shawnee, in a 130-year-old cabin he moved and reconstructed. In the early days, James Thom was a reporter and columnist at the Indianapolis Star. “Even then I knew that my heart and mind were in the things I wanted to say in books,” says Thom. He began a journey that took him back to his native Owen County, where he built a log cabin home with his own hands. The journey also took him through swamps and forests to research a novel about Revolutionary War, Long Knife. One thing that sets Thom apart is his commitment to research, something he takes very seriously. He believes that in order to talk or write about something accurately, you have to experience it. Therefore, one can find him hiking old Indian trails and canoeing Midwestern rivers, recreating the experience of travel. He traveled the entire route of the Lewis and Clark Expedition while writing From Sea to Shining Sea. Thom is also often at work as an environmental spokesman. Dark Rain is always at his side in this work.

Discussion Questions, Sign-Talker
1.
Why does Drouillard decide to join the expedition?

2.
Discuss some of the misgivings he experiences during the journey.

3.
Compare George Drouillard’s opinions of Lewis and Clark.

4.
How much do Lewis, Clark, and Jefferson know or understand about Indians?

5.
Discuss the way Drouillard talks to York about being a slave, urging him to seek his freedom.

6.
What do you think of Thom’s literary technique of including excerpts from the captains’ journals? Is it effective? Does it enhance the story’s credibility?

7.
Page 242 “that rank thing”: Was deceit better than truth in this case?

8.
Discuss the historic vote on where to spend the winter. Captains considered the wishes of a half-breed hunter and scout, an Indian woman, and a black slave.

9.
Does Thom succeed in his mission to tell a different version of the L&C Expedition than that of white men’s Manifest Destiny with which we are all so familiar?

Stump Ranch Pioneer, by Nelle Portrey Davis

Stump Ranch Pioneer is an autobiographical account by Nelle Portrey Davis that chronicles how Davis and her family acquired land in the Idaho panhandle in 1936 after their ranch in eastern Colorado failed in the dustbowl. The book is full of optimism about the value of hard work and simple, homey life, and about Americans’ ability to be self-sufficient and neighborly in the face of Depression hardship. Published in 1942
Author Information

Nelle Portrey Davis was born in Sidney, Nebraska, in 1901. She became an active freelance writer for home and women’s magazines and a wife and mother. Stump Ranch Pioneer was written at the request of the New York publisher Dodd, Mean, and Company after a sketch about the ranch appeared in the New York Times Magazine. Davis lived in northern Idaho and eastern Washington until her death in 1986.

Discussion Questions, Stump Ranch Pioneer
1.
Why does Davis try so hard to separate her family’s migration from the stereotype assigned to “Okies”?

2.
What skills and knowledge do the “dust bowlers” bring west that help with their ultimate success in a new environment?

3.
Does the book seem to overly romanticize the pioneer experience? Why do you think Davis chose to include so few of the hardships the family faced after they left Colorado?

4.
Davis was an educated woman and a published writer when she and her family migrated to Idaho. How did her background influence the family’s success?

5.
The success of these families is heavily reliant on collaboration – both within the family unit and between neighbors. Is that still as important in rural communities today?

6.
Why was the daily mail so important to Davis and her experience in Idaho? Is that something we’ve lost?

7.
Is it important for these types of narratives to be written in modern times? What can we share with future generations?
The Truth About Sacajawea, by Kenneth Thomasma

The Truth About Sacajawea, first released in 1997, played a major role in the development of the new Sacagawea Golden Dollar Coin. The book was used to lobby for Sacajawea to be chosen over many other worthy women for the honor of being depicted on our new circulating dollar coin. It was used to stop legislative attempts aimed at taking her off the coin after she had been selected by a citizens’ committee to receive this honor. This books’ entry-by-entry approach allows readers to experience what the explorers wrote about Sacajawea. They were the only people who recorded the facts. Here, the reader has the facts in a direct and concise format. Published in 1997
Author Information

Kenneth Thomasma was born in Michigan in 1930 and attended Grand Rapids Junior College before enlisting in the United States Navy. During the Korean War, he served for a year. Upon his return to Michigan, he enrolled in Calvin College in Grand Rapids, earning his A.B. in 1953. Thomasma began teaching sixth grade at Mulick Park Elementary School and later became principal. He met his future wife, Barbara, in Grand Rapids and they were married in 1955. In 1958, after completing his Masters’ Degree at the University of Michigan, Thomasma took the position of principal of Ridgeview Junior High. In 1964 he accepted a teaching position at Ken-O-Sha Elementary School. In 1969, he left to teach as a professor for two years at Grand Valley State College. In 1971, Thomasma accepted the position of Media and PR Specialist for the Grand Rapids Public Schools. In 1973, the family purchased one acre of land near the Grand Teton National Park in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. They relocated and he and his wife taught at area schools. During his time teaching at Kelly, north of Jackson Hole, Thomasma wrote his first book, Naya Nuki: Girl Who Ran. Since retiring from teaching, he has written nine more books, including The Truth About Sacajawea. Thomasma lives in Jackson Hole with his wife, son, daughter-in-law, and grandchildren.  

Discussion Questions, The Truth About Sacajawea 

1.
How would you describe the status of Sacajawea when she joined the Lewis and Clark expedition in 1805?

2.
Did that status change over the course of the following year? How? Was the change permanent, in your estimation?

3.
Has history been fair to her? From some perspectives, Sacajawea made the conquest and displacement of Native Americans from their homelands possible, and they therefore do not necessarily see her role as heroic. What do you think?

4.
To what extent did Sacajawea have control of her own destiny and the role she played?

5.
How is Charbonneau presented in the book and the journals? How did his status change?

6.
What were Sacajawea’s main contributions to the expedition?

7.
What about her food-gathering capacities? Do you think that these played a key or a secondary role in the success of the expedition?

8.
The book describes how the Lemhi Shoshoni planned to move on to the buffalo hunting grounds before negotiations for horses was complete. Sacajawea convinced them to wait. The book states that she had “definitely severed ties with her people.” Do you agree? Why or why not?

9.
How did the expedition deal with language barriers early on? How about as they arrived west of the Rockies? 

We Sagebrush Folks, by Annie Pike Greenwood

Annie Pike Greenwood, an educated, cultivated woman, fell in love with the mountains and the light when her family moved to a Carey Act farm on the Twin Falls North Side Project. She was less charmed, though, by the adverse effects of the frontier, especially on women, and We Sagebrush Folks frankly tells, sometimes wryly, sometimes with anger, of the costs that hard work, poverty, and distance could exact on human beings. Published in 1934
Author Information

Annie Pike Greenwood, who grew up as a “gentile” doctor’s daughter in Utah, taught in a one-room school and helped her husband farm until the family lost its land in 1924. She then taught at Idaho Technical Institute in Pocatello and contributed articles to periodicals including the Atlantic Monthly and Colliers. She died in 1958.

Discussion Questions, We Sagebrush Folks
1.
Westerners and western novelists, from Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House on the Prairie to Wallace Stegner’s Angle of Repose have envisioned women homesteaders as the bearers of civilization. Men homesteaders were daring and restless, battling the earth and the elements and always ready to move on in search of fresh opportunities. Women, in contrast, sought to put down roots and endure. They built homes, passed the rudiments of education and civilization on to their children, pushed for churches and schools, and guarded their complexions from the harsh western sun. To what extent do the Greenwoods fit this stereotypical pattern?

2.
Minidoka homesteaders battled with nature, seeking to subdue and control it: they replaced sagebrush with cash crops, worked to bring water where no rain fell, and exterminated rabbits. In order to create paradise, they had to be tough enough to survive adversity, much of it natural adversity. This adversarial relationship with nature often persists in contemporary Idaho, leading some to fear that our efforts to exploit nature for our benefit will end by destroying the state. Some suggest replacing the battle image of man vs. nature with a metaphor emphasizing cooperation between man and nature. How does We Sagebrush Folks help to illuminate the ongoing effort to achieve a balanced relationship between man and nature?

3.
This book is filled with wonderful, forgotten details from homesteaders’ lives—the fact that farm women sometimes used schools as day care centers, for example, or the incredible joys of a community’s first ice cream machine. What are some other such details, and how do they enrich our understanding of the homesteaders’ experience?

4.
How would this work have been different if it had been written as a daily diary?

5.
How essential is Greenwood’s education to her perspective?
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