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Internet and American Life



• 80% - Librarians to help people find 

information

• 80% - Borrowing books

• 77% - Free access to computers and 

the internet 

Internet and American Life

“Very important” library services

2013



Assists  libraries 

to build 

the capacity 

to better serve 

their clientele



Online resources

library



Provide professional

development for library staff



Develop & scale

library programs



Leverage national

initiatives





early 

learning



Libraries and early learning



Libraries and early learning



Task Force 

Recommendations

3. LITERACY PROFICIENCY . . .

Reading proficiency is a major 

benchmark . . . Students must 

learn to read before they can 

read to learn content in other 

subject areas.



“The challenge:

Reading proficiency by 

third grade is the most 

important predictor of  high 

school graduation and 
career success.”



18 years

supporting

reading

proficiency





More access to books

= More reading

= More proficiency





More access to books

=  More reading

=  More proficiency







330 + Books to Go bins w/

35,000 high-quality books

71 public libraries for their

190 local partners . . .

In 2014:

to



. . . for thousands of  Idaho kids





Success Spotlight on 

IDAHO



More access to books

=  More reading

=  More proficiency









More access to books

=  More reading

=  More proficiency



2014 preliminary report

94,000 children

51,500 + in-house

42,300 + off-site outreach









More access to books

=  More reading

=  More proficiency



$0 $200 $400 $600 $800 $1,000 $1,200

28% < $100 = 5 new books

62% < $1,000 = 51 new books

Minigrants to Libraries

Elementary school library budgets



Minigrant – Taft Elementary

• All funds spent on books

• 40% on non-fiction to support STEM



Minigrant – Troy Elementary

• Must allow kids to take books home



Teachers are thrilled . . . 

Their use of  library resources 

has soared

Pre-school, K, and 1st grade students

are “obsessed” with nonfiction . . . 

our biggest success

K and 1st grade boys are so engaged 

with nonfiction that they visit the 

library rather than play outdoors . . .

Minigrants to Libraries



Pilot project 

to create a

maker culture

in libraries





11 libraries expand teen

programming in STEAM



Squishy circuits













Innovation in US Libraries



Public Access 

Technology







$71,000 

financial literacy project

FINRA Investor Education Foundation



University of  Idaho

Dept of  Finance

12 

public libraries



Leadership 

Advisory Group

http://libraries.Idaho.gov/leadership

http://libraries.idaho.gov/leadership




Community Building

http://libraries.Idaho.gov/community

http://libraries.idaho.gov/leadership




Summer Summit

http://libraries.Idaho.gov/blogs/ALA-

dr-Barbara-stripling-

idahos-summer-summit

http://libraries.idaho.gov/blogs/
http://libraries.idaho.gov/blogs/
http://libraries.idaho.gov/blogs/




splat.lili.org

Summer Adventure

http://libraries.idaho.gov/leadership




libraries linking idaho

http://lili.org/
http://lili.org/


http://lili.org/
http://lili.org/


FY2016

Budget 

Request



% of Libraries # of Libraries

Licensed databases in support of education, business, & 

health 100.0% 144

Information technology training for patrons 93.0% 134

Jobs databases & other job opportunity resources 96.2% 139

Homework resources 96.1% 138

Help accessing & using e-government websites 92.4% 133

Online civil service exam materials 80.7% 116

Help negotiating online job applications 78.6% 113

Community Development through Public Library 
Broadband Access 

New funding for public libraries: $200,000 to reimburse public libraries for a 
portion of their Internet Service Provider costs
• Library service today depends on high-capacity, high-quality, affordable 

broadband.
• In FY2013, Idahoans logged on to public library computers some 2,011,400 

times.
• Only 7.3% of Idaho public libraries have connectivity speeds of greater than 30 

Mbps, compared to 22.3% nationally. 
These funds will help libraries meet the growing need Idahoans have for 
broadband services:

FY2016 BUDGET REQUEST



FCC July order set targets:

< 50,000:  100 Mbps 

50,000 +:  1 Gbps

Idaho library average speed:

12.8 Mbps



$200,000

$100,000

$314,000

$242,000

$0 $100,000 $200,000 $300,000 $400,000

Requested:

Requested:

Funded

Funded

FY2016 BUDGET REQUEST

Read to Me Minigrants
New ongoing funding for elementary school libraries: $100,000 permanent increase 
for more grants for elementary school libraries to increase convenient access to 
quality, age-appropriate books for young children who are unlikely to have them at 
home.



“In a time of  drastic change 

it is the learners 

who inherit the future. 

The learned usually 

find themselves equipped 

to live in a world 

that no longer exists.” 


