Literacy Stations @ Your Library
Easy To Use
· Setting up stations is easy to do
· Low cost to develop – most materials are low cost, free, or already in your library
· Rotating stations is easy and keeps interest alive
· Can be as extensive or compact as your space dictates
Efficient and Effective
· Literacy Stations are self serve! No extra staff needed
· Bilingual stations allow you to reach ELL patrons without bilingual staff present
· Extends the learning from Storytime and other literacy programs
· Promotes and builds existing library programs 

Extend Your Reach 
· They’re portable! Set them up at community events; incorporate them into outreach displays 
· Increase parent awareness of the 6 literacy skills so they can engage them at the library and at home
Educational
· Inspire children to explore and learn through self-discovery.
· Demonstrate the purpose of reading and writing, and inspire children to explore
· Demonstrate the purpose and power of print.
· Encourage social interaction and oral language development.
· Invite children to gradually understand print concepts.
· Provide practice with real life experiences that require reading and writing.  
· Adds an element of fun to the library – and kids learn when they are having fun! [image: ][image: ]
Resources
[image: ]Idaho Commission for Libraries, Early Literacy Stations: Created for librarians to use during parent workshops, family events, or storytimes. Activities for babies, toddlers, preschoolers and early school-age, based on the Six Early Literacy Skills. Instructions for preparation are included on the last page of each document. (Sample in binder) http://libraries.idaho.gov/page/read-to-me-resources 

[image: ]San Francisco Public Library, Mission Branch, Early Literacy Tips (for Stations): Presented in a July 2009 Webjunction webinar titled, “Bilingual Storytimes: Building Early Literacy and Community.” In English and Spanish. (Sample in binder)
http://www.webjunction.org/early-literacy/-/articles/content/73252103 

Texas State Library and Archives Commission, “Early Literacy Kits on a Dime”: Resource wiki from a workshop series they offered, but good ideas to create literacy stations to set up in the library or provide as checkable materials.
http://earlylitkits.wetpaint.com/ 
Ready at Five Partnership (Maryland): School readiness activities that would be easy to use for stations. http://www.readyatfive.org/images/pdfs/language_literacy.pdf 
“Meeting Young Children's Individual Literacy Learning Needs,” Activities for Early Literacy: Presentation at International Reading Association Regional Conference, New Orleans, 2009 by Dr. Kathy Barclay, Professor of Early Childhood & Reading at Western Illinois University.  Lots of great ideas for Stations. http://www.reading.org/Libraries/Regional_Handouts_New_Orleans/Meeting_Children_s_Individual_Literacy_Learning_Needs.sflb.ashx 
Baltimore County Public Library, Video on Early Literacy Activity Centers: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yjgZZilw164 -
[image: The Early Literacy Kit: A Handbook and Tip Cards]Books:
The Early Literacy Kit: A Handbook and Tip Cards, by Betsy Diamant-Cohen and Saroj Nadkarni Ghoting, 2009. 
Early Literacy Storytimes @ Your Library: Partnering With Caregivers for Success, by Saroj Nadkarni Ghoting and Pamela Martin-diaz, 2005.
Literacy Work Stations: Making Centers Work, by Debbie Diller, 2003.
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Early Literacy Skill
NARRATIVE SKILLS

Narrative skills are when a child is able to

understand and tell stories, and describe things.

* Ask your child lots of questions

* What colors do you see? What
shapes do you see?
* Ask them to describe what they are doing
and what they will do next





image4.jpeg




image1.png
Narrative
Skills





image2.png




