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Application Packet must be received at the Idaho Commission for Libraries by 5:00 P.M. MST ON THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2014.
In order to be considered for funding, the My First Books Application must include the following items.

Arrange items in each packet in the order listed below:

One original and three copies (a total of four):

· My First Books application with appropriate signature(s) 
· Community Partner Information sheet for each partner with appropriate signatures (it is highly recommended that you make a copy of this sheet for your partner(s) to keep)
Failure to complete and submit each section of the application will result in disqualification of your application.  

Submit to:

Staci Shaw

Idaho Commission for Libraries

325 W. State Street

Boise, Idaho 83702

Please do not fax application. 
Please do not include this cover letter in your application packet.
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2014-2015 My First Books
Public Library Application
Deadline: April 24, 2014, 5:00 p.m. MST
Please read the My First Books project description and requirements before you fill out this application (located on website). You must submit a Community Partner Information Sheet for each organization you plan to partner with in the 2014-2015 program year.  
Applicant Library :_____________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________City___________Zip_______

Library Contact /Title:_________________________________________________

Telephone: ______________
E-mail: _____________________________________

( Applicant is a publicly-funded public library (only publicly-funded public libraries may apply)

Previous participation: (check one)

( Applicant is a first-time applicant  


( Applicant is a previous My First Books participant (Number of years :________)
1. Who are the “underserved” children you would target through this program? 
(check all that apply)
( Children in lower-income families 

( Children in daycare who cannot access the library

( English Language Learners 


( Refugee children

( Children of teen parents 


( Children with developmental delays /disabilities

( Children living in rural areas in which the library is a great distance away
Needs Assessment: Please include data and statistics from at least one of the following sources in your answer to Question #2, and indicate which source(s) you used. Please do not submit printouts or copies of data; rather, include the data in your narrative for Question #2. 
(See http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me-resources for links to these resources)
( Census data (statistics on population in your area, single-family households, poverty rates, etc.)
  
( Idaho Reading Indicator scores (percentage of kindergarten – third grade children in your local school(s) that are proficient readers—can subgroup for low-income, race/ethnicity, or limited English proficient students)

( Free and Reduced Lunch rates (percentage of families in your school(s) who qualify for subsidized school meals- determines whether the school(s) is designated “Title I,” or low-income)
( Idaho Kids Count (facts and statistics about children and families in Idaho)

( Child Welfare League of America, “Idaho’s Children 2010” (facts and statistics)   

( 2011 Child Care in Idaho (facts and statistics)  

( Head Start Data Book (locations and contacts of local Head Start agencies in your area)


( Local information (data from local Chamber of Commerce, local agencies, school principals, partner organizations, library statistics, etc.) Please list: ___________________________________________
Continued on back…

2. How will participating in My First Books fulfill a need in your community? (Explain by using data in your narrative.)
3.  Briefly describe how you plan to distribute the books at your partner site(s) each month. Who are the library staff that will make the outreach visits? How many visits will be needed every month in order to visit each classroom? What will your visit include, besides the distribution of the books (storytimes, activities, handouts, snacks, songs, etc.)? 
4.  If you will be serving children who live outside the library jurisdiction, explain how you will address non-resident library cards.

5. Submit a Community Partner Information sheet for each partner (child care providers, preschools, Head Start, schools, that offer a consistent child care or education program). Each information sheet must include the signature from the organization’s director, acknowledging the requirements and guidelines of the My First Books Program (a letter of support is no longer required).
6. Total number of children in each age group (add up each partner site’s enrollment numbers from Community Partner Information Sheets): 


	Age Range
	Number of children

	Ages birth to 2 (board books), up to 36 months
	

	Preschool, ages 3-5, have not yet entered kindergarten
	

	Kindergarten, ages 5-6, attending public or private kindergarten
	

	TOTAL
	


7. What other Read to Me programs is your library currently participating in? 

(check all that apply) 



___  Books to Go




___  Fun with Math and Science Family Workshops

___  Every Child Ready to Read Family Workshops


8. What other Read to Me services has your library participated in this year?

___  Jumpstart Kindergarten


___  Year-Round Underserved

___  Summer Reading



___  Winter Reading

___  Family Reading Week


___  El dia de los ninos 

___  Idaho Child Care Reads workshop

___  Other (list):
9. In the event that the contact person named above is not able to fulfill the responsibilities of the My First Books program, please name an alternate library staff member who will fulfill the terms of the contract:

Name: _______________________________________
Title:_______________________
Contact information: ___________________________________________________________
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I understand the requirements of the My First Books program, I support the library’s participation, and I commit to fulfilling the terms of the agreement from August 2014 through May 2015, as outlined in the Program Requirements and Guidelines. 
__________________________________________________
____________________

Library Director
             
Date Signed


__________________________________________________
____________________

Applicant (if different from Director)


Date Signed




2014-2015 My First Books
Community Partner Information
Please submit with library application
Public Library with whom you are partnering: _____________________________________________
Community Partner Organization: ______________________________________________________
Organization Contact and Title: ____________________________________ Phone: _____________
Type of organization:

( Private Preschool   
( Head Start/Even Start 
( School-District Preschool 
( Private Daycare   


( Public Elementary School 

( High School
 
( Other __________________________
Months of operation (circle one): 
Year-round         Aug/Sept. through May/June 
Other: __________________
Approximate number of children in each age range for 2014-2015 program year:

_____ Babies/toddlers (up to 35 months)
_____ Preschool (3 – 5 years) 

_____ Kindergarten (5 – 6 years)

Do you serve children in first grade or older?    Y   N 

Who is your organization’s clientele? (check all that apply)

( Children in lower-income families 

( Children in daycare who cannot access the library
( English Language Learners 


( Refugee children
( Children of teen parents 


( Children with developmental delays /disabilities
( Children living in rural areas in which the library is a great distance away

(Please check if your organization would benefit from having the monthly parent newsletters available in Spanish.  
Project Description and Requirements: 
( A representative from the library will visit the organization on a monthly basis to conduct storytimes, distribute free books to the children, and provide information about early literacy skills for teachers and parents. There is no financial obligation on the part of the partner organization. 
( All children in the classroom (school, daycare, or preschool) must be included in the monthly distributions, rather than just a subset of identified children (i.e., struggling readers, ELL, etc.).
( Books are distributed to the same children every month. Organization’s staff will notify the library of changes in enrollment as early as possible in order to ensure every child receives the book of the month.
( Organization’s staff remains present during monthly library visits and assist with book distributions.

( Organization’s staff ensures the monthly parent newsletter, The Bookworm, is sent home with the book. 
( Each library must provide one early literacy workshop for parents of participating children or one family event held for My First Books families. The partner organization will be asked to support this event by promoting it to parents. In addition, partners may also elect to attend, host, assist in planning the event, etc. 
( This project is evaluated annually by the Idaho Commission for Libraries. Partner organizations agree to distribute and collect the “My First Books Parent Survey” at the end of the nine-month program (April/May) and return to the library representative. 

I/We agree to participate in the project as outlined in the Project Description and Requirements.

________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Organization Director/Principal                                                                    
Date signed


Questions? Please contact your library representative or visit http://libraries.idaho.gov/read-to-me. 



Please note: School Libraries are not eligible to apply for this program.








