 VICTIM:


Marian Librarian

SUSPECTS:


1 – Fr. Otto Byografi 



From: Germany



Occupation: Priest

Connection to Victim: Old friend. Could Marian have stumbled on rumors of his misdeeds during WWII? (the good Father was once a prominent member of the Nazi party?)


2 – Roman Sother



From: Illinois



Occupation: Interior Designer

Connection to Victim: Roman designed interiors for two of Marian’s lavish homes, but was fired after “creative differences.” Potential employers have stayed away. The rumor mill had thought the two were patching up their fight…


3 – Olive Reeding

From: Great Britain



Occupation: Judge

Connection to Victim: College Roommate. Has Marian perhaps found out that Olive once accepted bribes from oily defense lawyers for leniency in sentencing?

4 – Bess Sellers



From: New York



Occupation: Food Critic

Connection to Victim: Best Friend. Marian’s books have always sold well, while Bess’s two attempts have failed. Jealousy may be involved…


5 – Cliff Haynger



From: Texas



Occupation: Professional Baseball Player

Connection to Victim: Current Husband. Could Marian’s book reveal the use of steroids?


6 – Paige Turner



From: California



Occupation: Massage Therapist

Connection to Victim: Sister-in-law. Paige was married to Marian’s brother, Darian, until his untimely death (struck by the Bookmobile) last year. Are the two still fighting over custody of Darian’s rare Tom Clancy book collection?


7 – Dewey D’Esimelle

From: France



Occupation: History Professor

Connection to Victim: Ex-husband – Perhaps Marian has revealed too much of their married life in her novel…


AREAS:

     
Foyer (Main)

     
New Fiction (Main)

     
Computer Area (Main)


Compass Rose (Main)

  
Idaho Room (Main)


Paperbacks (Upper)


Back Staircase (Upper)


Storytime Kiva (Lower)


Young Adult Room (Lower)

Parking Lot (Lower)

WEAPONS:


Oxford Dictionary


Letter Opener


Book Cart

Toner

Strangling by Microfilm

Background:

Marian Librarian has invited her seven guests to celebrate the launching of her newest book, (Days of Our Libraries). However, one of them is not too happy with the way that s/he is portrayed. As they gather in the library, the night turns deadly: Marian is found dead. 

The investigators are called in to identify the culprit, the weapon, and the place of death. Can they solve the case and put the right person behind bars?

PACKET 1:
1 (Easy) – Otto Byografi is a huge fan of Harper Lee. Since his vision is not what it used to be, you’ll find your next clue in the large print version of her famous novel. 

2 (Semi-Easy) – Roman Sother has finished the first Harry Potter book, but isn’t sure which one he needs to read next. List the seven Harry Potter books, in chronological order. When you’re finished, bring this list to the Reference Desk for your next clue.

3 (Not Easy) – One of Olive Reeding’s favorite books is based on common law in her country. Your next clue will be inside this book.

4 (Not Hard) – Paige Turner collects antique beer cans. Using a book from the Reference Desk, locate the 2006 price for a can that shares its name with the capitol of Washington. When you’ve answered correctly, the Reference Librarian will give you your next clue.

5 (Harder) – Bess Sellers likes to read about Greek myth. Listed are the names of four Greek gods. Beside them, list their Roman counterparts. (Aphrodite, Hera, Poseidon, Ares). When you’re finished, bring this list to the Reference Desk for your next clue.

6 (Hardest) – Before becoming a librarian, Marian was a teacher. The following cartoon relates to a geometry class. Solve all five Jumbles and then bring the completed puzzle to the Reference Desk for your next clue.

7 (Impossible) – Find the book described here:


Its opening and its closing are among the most famous lines in literature.


Its author was British.


The main character’s first name is also the name of a city.


The story takes place between 1757 – 1793.

Your next clue is inside this book on the third floor.

8 (Fun) – One of Dewey D’Esimelle’s favorite movies is Kiss Me Kate. Kiss Me Kate is based on a famous play. The author of the play shares a last name with another author, whose first name is Nicholas, and who wrote about a region of Australia. Your next clue will be in this book.
Packet 2:
1 (Easy) – Bess Sellers loves Jane Austen. List her six novels. When you’re finished, bring this list to the Reference Desk for your next clue.


2 (Semi-Easy) – Last semester, Dewey D’Esimelle taught a course on early U.S. History. 
One of the books he used was about the famous duel between two founding fathers. Your 
next clue will be inside this book.


3 (Not Easy) – Paige Turner once went to China to learn from a master in her 
profession. You next clue will be found inside this book.

4 (Not Hard) – Cliff Haynger is obsessed baseball stats, including his own. Using a book from the Reference Desk, locate the career ERA of the pitcher whose nickname is “The Rocket.” When you’ve answered correctly, the Reference Librarian will give you your next clue.

5 (Harder) – Otto Byografi is a master of several languages. Listed are French, German, and Spanish words. Identify the words in English. When you’re finished, bring this list to the Reference Desk for your next clue.

6 (Hardest) – Roman Sother often paints portraits to supplement his income as a designer. Complete this puzzle relating to an artist. (Jumble 3)


7 (Impossible) – Find the book described here:



It won the Pulitzer Prize for the Novel for its author, the first for a female.



Its subject involves New York’s upper class during the late 1800s.



A film adaptation in 1993 was directed by the most recent Oscar winner and was 


considered a departure from the director’s other films.

Your next clue is inside this book on the third floor.

8 (Fun) – Olive Reeding loved the movie The Devil Wears Prada. One of the stars of the movie also costarred with Clint Eastwood in a romantic movie based on another book. The author of this book also wrote a book that mentions a Mexican town in its title. Your next clue is in this book.
Packet 3:
1 (Easy) – Cliff Hanyger has played for all five California baseball teams during his career. List them. When you’re finished, bring this list to the Reference Desk for your next clue.

2 (Semi-Easy) – Olive Reeding’s just finished the only nonfiction book written by John Grisham. Your next clue will be found in one of the copies of this book.

3 (Not Easy) – Marian Librarian was a world traveler. One of the most famous literary world travelers was Phileas Fogg. Your next clue will be found inside the book (on the third floor) in which he travels.

4 (Not Hard) – Bess Sellers is intrigued by world records. Using a book from the Reference Desk, locate the largest gathering of people dressed like the animals Dian Fossey loved. When you’ve answered correctly, the Reference Librarian will give you your next clue.

5 (Harder) – Roman Sother is a geography nut and he never misses an issue of National Geographic. Listed are six world capitals. Identify the countries for each. When you’re finished, bring this list to the Reference Desk for your next clue. (Belmopan, Ouagadougou, Vaduz, Doha, Port Moresby, Montevideo)

6 (Hardest) Paige Turner recently purchased a new house. Complete this puzzle relating to a realtor. (Jumble 2)

7 (Impossible) Find the book described here:


Its title comes from part of a line of a poem by Robert Burns.


Its author was a native of California.

The book has appeared often on lists of challenged books based on a theme of euthanasia.


Your next clue is inside this book on the third floor.

8 (Fun) – Dewey D’Esimelle enjoyed the movie October Sky. October Sky starred a young actor who later made a controversial film based on a short story by Annie Proulx. One of the actresses in that movie starred in another movie, along with Meryl Streep based on another book. Your next clue will be in the large print version of this book.
Packet 4:
1 (Easy) – Bess Sellers dislikes many chefs, but one she loves is James Beard. Your next clue will be found in his cookbook for barbecue. 

2 (Semi-Easy) – Paige Turner is a huge fan of the Beatles. List 5 of their top-selling albums. When you’re finished, bring this list to the Reference Desk for your next clue.

3 (Not Easy) – Cliff Haynger loves to read mysteries. His favorite author is Agatha Christie. Your next clue will be found in a copy of her book with the title appropriate for tonight’s occasion and setting.

4 (Not Hard) – Otto Byografi was born on the Ides of March. Using a book from the Reference Desk, locate the two television shows that premiered on this date in 1977. When you’ve answered correctly, the Reference Librarian will give you your next clue.

5 (Harder) – Olive Reeding is a rockhound and gem collector. Listed are six months of the year. Identify which gem is considered the birthstone for each month. When you’re finished, bring this list to the Reference Desk for your next clue. (January, March, May, August, October, November)

6 (Hardest) – Dewey D’Esimelle worked in an icehouse to help pay for college. Complete this puzzle relating to an icehouse. (Jumble 4)

7 (Impossible) – Find the book described here:

Its title comes from a line in a poem by John Donne.


Its story takes place during a civil war.

The author, who began his writing career as a journalist, was an American.


Your next clue is inside this book on the third floor.

8 (Fun) – Marian Librarian enjoyed the movie The Green Mile. One of the stars of that movie won an Oscar for his portrayal in another movie based on a book, which encapsulates over thirty years of pop culture. This author also wrote a book which mentions the city also known as the Big Easy. Your next clue will be in this book.
Packet 5:
1 (Easy) – Marian Librarian enjoyed reading true crime. One of her favorites was a book based on local legend, Lyda Southard. Find the book written about her exploits for your next clue.

2 (Semi-Easy) – Dewey D’Esimelle attended Ivy League schools for all three of his degrees. List 5 of the universities considered in this elite group. When you’re finished, bring this list to the Reference Desk for your next clue.

3 (Not Easy) – Roman Sother loves to read science-fiction. His favorite author wrote a novel about book burning that is, ironically, often one of the most challenged in fiction. Your next clue will be in this book.

4 (Not Hard) – Otto Byografi has always been interested in zoology. Listed are six scientific names for animals. Identify the common name for each, and bring the completed list to the Reference Desk for your next clue.

5 (Harder) – Olive Reeding is also a huge fan of films; she never misses an Academy Award telecast. Using a book from the Reference Desk, find the film with a famous playwright’s name in the title that won an Oscar for Best Picture. When you’ve answered correctly, the Reference Librarian will give you your next clue.

6 (Hardest) – Bess Sellers is the mother of four. Complete this puzzle relating to mothers (Jumble 5)

7 (Impossible) – Find the book described here:


It’s considered the final novel in the author’s “prairie trilogy.”


Its author, a female, was from Nebraska.



Its title character is one of a family of Bohemians.

Your next clue is inside this book on the third floor.

8 (Fun) – Cliff Haygner cries at the end of Field of Dreams every time he sees it. Field of Dreams is based on a novel of a different name. The author of this book shares a last name with another author, whose first name is Sophie, and who wrote a book that mentions a famous city in the title. Your next clue will be found in this book.
