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Not for 





November 7


Charlotte's Web by E.B. White


Charlotte’s Web (1952) is a work over which children and adults unabashedly cry as they reach the concluding chapter. It is a book that captures the traditional values of the rural 1950's, the joy of a loyal friend, the pain of growing up, the fear of death we all share, the ineluctable cycle of rebirth





Sponsored by Friends of the Wonderful Library


Wonderful Library


555 America Street


555-2250  


www.wonderlibrary.org





Saturdays, 3 to 4:30 p.m.


Reading Selections and Program Locations


October 10


Little Women by Louisa May Alcott  


October 17


The Classic Fairy Tales by Iona and Peter Opie 


October 24


Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor 


October 31


I Am the Cheese by Robert Cormier 


November 7


Charlotte's Web by E.B. White








October 24


Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor 


Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (1976) is set in the 1930's, but it is a book that would not have been written for and distributed to children at that time. It chronicles a year in the life of fourth grader Cassie Logan, the second of four children in a black farming family in Mississippi. Cassie comes to consciousness in this year–consciousness of racial discrimination, consciousness of her father’s gifts to her of dignity and determination, and her mother’s gift of the value of education.





October 31


I Am the Cheese by Robert Cormier 


I Am the Cheese (1977) is a starkly contemporary novel, touching on issues such as government control, the ethics of psychiatry, and organized crime–all topics that were previously deemed taboo in children’s literature. Cormier utilizes a tightly controlled, three-strand narrative to tell his chilling story.





October 10


Little Women by Louisa May Alcott  


Little Women is an enduring book that yields some startling insights into nineteenth century American life when one reads it as an adult. How to account for such longstanding appeal? Jo, in her feisty rebellion against the shackles of girlhood, is a character with whom all readers, especially girls, can identify. The novel raises still-valid questions about options and roles for women and also demonstrates the strides toward equality women have achieved in the past century. 





October 17


The Classic Fairy Tales by Iona and Peter Opie 


The Classic Fairy Tales (1974) is the telling of old favorites such as "Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" and "Sleeping Beauty" are filled with power and violence. Such violence is, of course, one reason why fairy tales were deemed inappropriate for young listeners. Bruno Bettelheim, however, argues that it is just vicarious confrontations with evil that make fairy tales both appealing and helpful to children. Certainly, adults are not exempt from a need for confronting evil and other manifestations of the irrational. 








Children Only





This program is made possible by the Idaho Humanities Council, the National Endowment for the Humanities, a generous gift from U.S. Bank, and administered by the Idaho Commission for Libraries.








