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(Your Library) to Participate in My First Books Program

Thirty-four Idaho libraries will be participating in the 2016-2017 My First Books program, providing approximately 3700 children from birth to age six with a book each month during the upcoming school year. The program is sponsored by the Idaho Commission for Libraries’ Read to Me program and local public libraries. 
(Your community) Library was one of the communities in Idaho to be selected to participate. The library and their partners have plans to reach xx children with monthly book distributions and book extension activities. The library will also be inviting parents to attend a workshop on early literacy and the whole family is invited to a family reading event (to be held when and where if you know what it is).  

The (your community) library is excited to be selected to participate. (Describe plans or partners here.) “We know that an important factor in getting kids ready to read is to provide them with quality books their parents and caregivers can read with them. Libraries are helping to close the ‘book gap’ by providing children of all backgrounds access to high-quality reading materials and rich language experiences,” Librarian (name) said. “We are delighted to play a role in making this happen.” 
 The Read to Me program has sponsored My First Books since 1997, and received state funding along with federal Library Services and Technology Act funds to reach more children starting in 2008. The program has been thoroughly evaluated by Boise State University Literacy Professor Dr. Roger Stewart, and shows that parents read more to their children and actively engage their children in other early literacy activities as a result of participating in the program. “We are thrilled that so many young children will be reached with this program,” Idaho Commission for Libraries (ICfL) Project Coordinator Staci Shaw said. “We know that the availability of reading material in the home, whether owned or borrowed from the library, is directly associated with children’s achievement in reading comprehension.”
The 34 libraries participating this year are partnering with local Head Start agencies, private daycares, developmental preschool programs, and public schools to reach children ages birth to age six who are unlikely to have many books in their homes or own a library card. “The program provides a wonderful set of nine books that each child keeps. Families are also encouraged to get a library card, which opens the world of reading to them,” Shaw said.
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