
Interlibrary Loan Using  

OCLCôs WorldCat Resource Sharing 

 

Requesting a Book 

 
1. Log in: Direct the web browser to   

http://firstsearch.oclc.org, enter the WorldCat 

Resource Sharing authorization and  

password, then click START. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. In the Searching tab, enter information about the item, then click SEARCH. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The drop-down boxes next to ñSearch in databaseò may be used to switch databases and to expand a 

search to libraries worldwide or limit it to regional groups within Idaho. 
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3. In the search results, check the 

publication information to determine 

the best fit for the userôs needs. 

More details about an item are  

available by clicking on a title. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Select the item to borrow by  

clicking on the title.  To improve 

chances of finding an available 

lender, choose items with large  

numbers of libraries holding the 

item. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Display Library Holdings, doing one of the following: 

 

Click the appropriate link to see the list of libraries that own the item: 

ñLibraries: All Idaho Librariesò shows the libraries in the sub-section of the database search 

which own the item. Depending on which sub-group was chosen at the time of the search, this 

might also read ñLibraries: Worldwide.ò   

ñRegional Holdingsò identifies libraries in and near Idaho with the item. 

ñState Holdingsò shows  libraries in Idaho with the item. 

Enter a Group Holdings Symbol and click SELECT to see that groupôs holdings. Search for OCLC 

profiled groups in the Policies Directory at http://illpolicies.oclc.org. Groups might include: 

NWGA for Northwest Libraries  

LVIS for members of Library Very Interested in Sharing 

Enter a Custom Holdings Path for your library and click SELECT to see a select group. Refer to the 

help sheet on Custom Holdings to learn how to set up those groups. 
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