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Summer Learning Loss 



Time spent in school…  

5,850 hrs 

87,600 hours 

10 year-old child 



Over the summer, middle- and 
upper-income children’s skills 

continue to improve, while 
lower-income children’s skills 

deteriorate. 
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Idaho Reading Indicator 
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Did you know? 

   Studies have shown that children in 
every income group who read six or 
more books over the summer gain 
more in reading achievement than 

children who did not. 

Making the Case for Library Services to Children 
and Teens, State Library of North Carolina 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are additional studies that show that reading as little as 20 minutes per day, or 4-6 books, over the summer can help children maintain reading gains achieved over the school year. 



Did you know? 

   61% percent of low-income 
families have no books at all 

in their homes for their 
children.  

Reading Literacy in the United States, US 
Dept. of Education, 1996. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
National figure. However, we believe this number is realistic for Idaho low-income families as well.



Did you know? 

   The use of the public library 
during the summer is more 

predictive of vocabulary gains 
than attending summer school. 

Making the Case for Library Services to Children 
and Teens, State Library of North Carolina 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These types of gains can be attributed to self-selection of reading materials, and variety of programming and events that include experts in the field, crafts, and performance opportunities.



Importance of self-selection 

 Free, voluntary reading is essential to helping students 
become better readers, writers, and spellers. 

 Students read more when they can choose materials 
based on their own interests. 

 It is important that students read things that are 
important to them socially--items related to movies and 
books that are popular with their friends. 

 Self-selection of reading materials is an extremely 
important factor in motivating struggling readers, and is 
a key component for most summer library programs. 
 
 

Kim, Jimmy. March 18, 2004. Summer Book Reading and the Achievement Gap The Role of Public Libraries. Harvard, MA: Center for 
Evaluation, Harvard University Krashen, Stephen. "Time Out." School Library Journal September 1, 2006. McGill-Franzen, A. and R. 
Allington. "Lost Summers: For Some Children, Few Books and Few Opportunities to Read." Classroom Leadership. August 2001. The 
Center for Summer Learning at Johns Hopkins University. McGill-Franzen, Anne and Allington, Richard. "Use Students' Summer-Setback 
Months to Raise Minority Achievement." Education Digest. November 2003, Vol. 69:3.  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Text complexity makes a difference– children should choose “good-fitting” books. If book is too hard or too easy then they won’t maintain or improve reading skills.



Summer Reading 



Summer Reading 2012 

 Over 84,000 children 
total, which was a 17% 
increase from 2011. 

 Approximately 419,000 
children ages 0-18 living 
in Idaho. 
 

 

 Over 47,000 children 
ages 0-18 participated 
in summer programs at 
their public library. 

 An additional 37,000 
children ages 0-18 were 
reached by libraries 
distributing reading logs 
and books to children 
through outreach 
programs. 20% 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are currently only reaching about 20% of our kids with summer library programs. 



Schools and School Libraries 

It takes a village to 
raise a reader. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Partnering with your public library
Promoting summer reading
Increase access to books



Partnering with your public library 

Membership 
 Themes and Slogans 
Artwork 
Merchandise 
 Resources 
 Rules of Use 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Membership is for public libraries only. Exceptions: School library functions as community’s public library; there is no public library in community; there is a public library but they are not offering a summer reading program for children.



Partnering with your public library 

Catalog for schools 
Copyrighted 

artwork 
 ICfL-sponsored  

outreach programs 
Free summer library 

programs 
 



Promoting participation in SRPs 

 Public Library visits 

 School Library 

 School-wide: Principal, 
teachers, staff, parents 



Access to books and print materials 

 TumbleBooks™ and e-lending 
 

 Spring Book Fairs and other 
book giveaway programs 

 School Library summer 
access 

 Bookmobiles and Little Free 
Libraries 

 Adult interaction 
 
 

http://store.tcpress.com/0807753742.shtml�


My first question when I am asked about addressing 
the summer reading problem is this: Does your 
school ensure that every child has taken at least 10 
books out from the school library on the final day of 
school? 
There is nothing more problematic, for me, than kids 
with no books to read and schools with libraries filled 
with books that no one will read over the summer. So 
my advice always begins with “Empty out your 
school library before the final day of school.” 
 

Richard L. Allington, co-author of 
Summer Reading: Closing the Rich/Poor 
Achievement Gap 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What would the challenges be in order to check at least 10 books out to each child? How could you address those challenges with support from principal and/or other administrators?



Summer learning shortfall experienced 
by low-income children over the 

elementary grades has consequences 
that reverberate throughout children’s 
schooling, and can impact whether a 

child ultimately earns a high school 
diploma and continues on to college. 
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