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Nineteen public libraries from all regions of Idaho participated in a study exploring the 

effects of enhanced storytimes on parent/caregiver behaviors and knowledge.  An enhanced 
storytime is a regular storytime with the addition of adult asides focused on the six early literacy 
skills (See Figure 1 for a list of the skills).  An adult aside was operationally defined for this 
study in the following way:  
 
Definition of Adult Aside:  A tidbit of information or “tip” on early literacy directed at parents. 
Lasting 30 – 90 seconds, it explains some aspect of early literacy skills and may include how an 
activity supports an early literacy skill. 
 
It was hypothesized that as a consequence of systematically incorporating adult asides into 
storytimes over a six week period participating parents/caregivers would report increased 
knowledge of the six early literacy skills.  Additionally, it was hypothesized that parent/caregiver 
early literacy behaviors would change as a consequence. 
 
Figure 1:  Six Early Literacy Skills with Brief Definitions 
1. Print Motivation—a child’s interest in and enjoyment of books and reading. 
2. Print Awareness—knowing that print has meaning, knowing how to handle a book, 
      and noticing print all around. 
3. Letter Knowledge—knowing that the same letter can look different, that letters have 
      names and are related to sounds. 
4. Vocabulary—knowing the names of things, feelings, concepts, and ideas. 
5. Phonological Awareness—the ability to hear and play with the smaller sounds in 
    words. 
6. Narrative Skills—expressive language, including being able to describe things, to tell 
    Events in order, and to retell stories. 
 
Study Design:  
   
 A pre-survey/post-survey design was employed to explore the effects of enhanced 
storytimes.  Storytime presenters and parent/caregiver attendees were surveyed prior to library 
staff receiving enhanced storytime training (See Appendices A and B for copies of the pre-
surveys).  Storytime presenters then participated in 1.5 days of training focused on how to 
implement adult asides. After training, storytime presenters returned to their libraries and then 
each week for six weeks implemented adult asides focused on the six early literacy skills.  
Basically, one early literacy skill was to be focused upon each week so that all six skills were 
addressed over the course of the six week treatment period.  At the conclusion of the six week 
treatment period, storytime presenters and parent/caregivers completed follow-up surveys (See 
Appendices C and D for copies of the post-surveys). In the final report a more detailed 
description of parent asides and the content of the training will be provided. 
 
 
 



Preliminary Findings:   
 
 This report provides only partial and preliminary findings from the study. A more 
complete report will be provided as more data from the study is analyzed in subsequent weeks.  
 The 19 participating libraries submitted 374 completed parent/caregiver pre-surveys and 
251 completed post-surveys.  On the pre and post parent/caregiver surveys, questions focused on 
early literacy and asked about parent/caregiver behaviors and knowledge. Storytime attendees 
were also asked how often they attended storytime.  Attendance was an important variable in this 
study since the early literacy skills were to be presented and reinforced through the adult asides 
over the six week cycle of the treatment period.  If parent/caregivers only attended sporadically 
during the treatment period, then an accurate assessment of the treatment’s effect could not be 
made. 
 Parent/caregivers were also asked on the pre and post-surveys whether or not they had 
previously attended a series of six workshops provided by their local library that focused on the 
early literacy skills. During the two years prior to the enhanced storytime study, the Idaho 
Commission for Libraries provided training and support to public libraries throughout Idaho so 
libraries could implement the early literacy skills parent/caregiver workshops. The workshops 
were quite well attended at many participating libraries and were evaluated very highly by 
parent/caregiver participants.  Evidence from an evaluation study of the workshops showed 
participants gained considerable knowledge about the six early literacy skills and also changed 
their behaviors with their children as a consequence of participation.  It was thus important to 
assess whether or not enhanced storytime participants had attended these workshops since the 
content and focus of the workshops was quite similar to the content and focus of the adult asides 
that were incorporated into the enhanced storytimes.   
 Although copies of the pre and post-surveys are provided in the appendices, questions 
will be reproduced here so that readers do not have to move between this portion of the report 
and the appendices.  Question 5 can be found in Figure 2.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 2:  Question 5 from Pre and Post Parent/Caregiver Surveys 

 
 
The “Did This Before” and “No Change” options were included because of results from prior 
program evaluations.  That research had shown that a significant number of respondents reported 
that they already did what was being asked and thus their behaviors had not changed as a 
consequence of participation in library programs.  For the enhanced storytime study, it was thus 
important to know on the pre-survey how many respondents already did the behaviors being 
asked about so that an accurate baseline could be derived. 
 Figure 3 provides a graph of the percentage of “Yes” responses on the pre-survey and 
post-survey for Question 5. It is important to note that the surveys are not matched pre to post.  
In other words, no respondent identifier was used so that a person’s pre-survey could be matched 
with their post-survey. Thus, there are respondents in each group that took only that survey.  
There will be, however, in the final report a section devoted to comparing matched survey 
results.  Matching is possible on a limited basis because at the end of the pre and post-surveys 
respondents were asked to provide contact information if they were willing to be emailed or 
telephoned to discuss their storytime experience.  A number of respondents provided this 
information, so it is hoped that a subgroup of matched pre and post surveys can be put together 
that is of sufficient size to be usable for analysis.  The matching process is currently being 
undertaken and if a matched group of sufficient size is developed results will be provided in the 
final report. It is also important to note, that the following analyses were conducted on a 
subgroup of pre and post survey respondents.  The subgroup contained only those respondents 
who said they had not participated in early literacy workshops provided by their library and who 



had attended four or more of the enhanced storytimes. One hundred and forty-six respondents 
comprised the pre-survey subgroup which represents 39% of the entire group of pre-survey 
respondents (i.e., 146 out of 374).  One hundred and eleven respondents comprised the post-
survey subgroup which represents 44% of the entire group of post-survey respondents (i.e., 111 
out of 251). 
 
Figure 3:  Pre-survey (n=146) and Post-survey (n=111) Percentage of  “Yes” Responses to 
Question 5 
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Concerning questions Q5a through Q5g, although there are differences pre to post, none of these 
are statistically significant, meaning that the differences between the pre-surveys and post-
surveys could be zero in the population.  The differences are thus probably due to sampling error.  
What can be concluded from this is that the enhanced storytimes did not impact the behaviors 
asked about in Q5a through Q5g. But this assertion has to be carefully contextualized within the 
possible responses to the questions. Recall that these results are from a subgroup of respondents 
who had not participated in early literacy workshops and who had attended four or more of the 
six enhanced storytimes.  These were quite regular attendees of library storytime and they 
reported high percentages of “Did This Before” and “No Change” responses.  There were thus 
very few “No” responses and “Not Sure” responses on the surveys. Table 1 shows the 
percentages of “Yes,” “Did This Before,” and “No Change” responses by survey administration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Table 1:  Percentage of  “Yes,” “Did This Before,” and “No Change” Responses by Survey 

Question 
Pre-Survey (n=146) Post-Survey (n=111) 

“Yes” 
“Did This 

Before” or “No 
Change” 

Total “Yes” 
“Did This 

Before” or “No 
Change” 

Total 

Q5a 54.5 38.6 93.1 49.1 46.4 95.5 
Q5b 52.7 40.4 93.1 52.3 36.9 89.2 
Q5c 55.2 33.8 89.0 63.1 25.2 88.3 
Q5d 46.5 29.2 75.7 51.4 31.5 82.9 
Q5e 57.9 33.1 91.0 57.3 37.3 94.6 
Q5f 43.1 45.1 88.2 41.4 43.2 84.6 
Q5g 75.2 18.6 93.8 67.6 23.4 91.0 
Q5h 37.2 20.0 57.2 75.7 9.0 84.7 
Q5i 52.1 17.4 69.5 73.0 17.1 90.1 

 
Because of the low percentage of “No” and “Not Sure” responses, there was very little room for 
change on most of the items under Question 5 as a consequence of participation in the enhanced 
storytimes.  Two exceptions to this, however, did occur.  They are questions Q5h and Q5i and 
they will be discussed next. 
 When Q5h and Q5i are examined, much lower percentages of respondents said “Yes,” 
“Did This Before,” and “No Change” on the pre-survey.  Thus there was more room for change 
to occur if the enhanced storytimes had an impact.  And this was the case.  Large differences pre 
to post occurred and these differences are large enough to be both statistically and practically 
significant.  In other words, there is solid evidence that parents/caregivers who participated in 
four or more of the enhanced storytime sessions believed that they were more knowledgeable 
about the six early literacy skills and they were more motivated to do things at home that 
reinforce the six early literacy skills when compared to the pre-survey group.  These are quite 
positive findings since the purpose of the enhanced storytimes was to teach about the six early 
literacy skills and motivate parents/caregivers to reinforce them when away from the library. 
 One other item under Question 5 needs to be discussed, that is Q5d “build my 
child’s/children’s vocabulary by using rare words from books or other sources.”  This item had a 
relatively low percentage of  “Yes” and “Did This Before” responses on the pre-survey.  There 
wasn’t as much room for change as in the two items previously discussed, but there was some 
room. On the pre-survey, 22 respondents or 15.3% said “No” and 13 respondents or 9% said 
“Not Sure.”  On the post-survey, only seven respondents said “No” or 6.3%, but 12 respondents 
or 12.8% responded “Not Sure.”  It is important to keep in mind that the sample sizes in these 
response categories for this item are quite small so changes pre to post can be quite large or quite 
small just due to sampling error, but the number of “Not Sure” responses holding relatively 
steady is interesting.  Perhaps the parent asides are not clear on what rare words are and how to 
address this important early literacy variable.  This is not a serious weakness in the program but 
it is highlighted here because vocabulary development is key to later literacy performance.  In 
the primary grades, kindergarten through 3rd grade, early literacy skills such as alphabet 
knowledge and phonological awareness are strong predictors of early literacy achievement, but 
as children grow older reading comprehension is strongly predicted by vocabulary knowledge.  
Thus, emphasizing vocabulary development early in children’s lives is important for later 
literacy development. 
 Figure 4 shows Question 6 which was to be completed by parent/caregivers who had 
children 36 months or older.   
 



Figure 4: Question 6 from Pre and Post Parent/Caregiver Surveys  

 
 
 Since a smaller number of respondents had children 36 months or older fewer responses were 
provided for Question 6.  On the pre-survey 101 people responded to this question and on the 
post-survey 84 did.  Figure 5 provides the percentages of Yes responses on the pre and post-
surveys.  As before, respondents had not participated in the six early literacy skills workshops 
and they had attended four or more enhanced storytimes. 
 
Figure 5:  Pre-survey (n=101) and Post-survey (n=84) Percentage of  “Yes” Responses to 
Question 6 
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No element of Question 6 experienced as large a change pre to post as did Q5h and Q5i 
discussed above, but the changes in Q6a and Q6c should be noted.  Asking children questions 
that prompt a retelling of a story increased as did showing my child/children the print in signs.  It 
is important to state that the sample sizes for this particular question were smaller than the 



previous question and smaller samples will experience greater variability.  Additionally, this is 
not a matched sample so the respondents who answered the pre-survey may be different from 
those who responded to the post-survey and this accounts for the changes that occurred. The 
matched sample that is being developed may shed light on this issue and results from that 
analysis will be reported in the final report. 
 Question 6 had high percentages of “Did This Before” responses on the pre-survey. 
When these are combined with the “Yes” responses a potential ceiling for behavior changes 
forms.  Table 2 provides percentages in these two response categories. 
 
Table 2:  Percentage of  “Yes” and “Did This Before” Responses by Survey 

Question 
Pre-Survey (n=101) Post-Survey (n=84) 

“Yes” “Did This 
Before” Total “Yes” “Did This 

Before”  Total 
Q6a 57.4 29.7 87.1 67.5 27.7 95.2 
Q6b 47.5 38.6 86.1 49.4 37.3 86.7 
Q6c 42.6 32.7 75.3 51.2 35.7 86.9 
Q6d 50.5 32.7 83.2 52.4 26.2 78.6 

 
Even with the potential for strong ceiling effects, enhanced storytimes managed to produce 
meaningful increases in “Yes” responses on Q6a and Q6c.  It is interesting to note that Q6a had 
the largest percentage of “Yes” and “Did This Before” responses on the pre-survey but still 
managed to increase the “Yes” responses by 10%. This shows that even with possible ceiling 
effects in operation the enhanced storytimes can influence behavior.  Q6b and Q6d did not 
change. Since Q6b and Q6d did not experience changes, the storytime curricula and training may 
need revision so that these behaviors are emphasized more and modeled more effectively for the 
parents/caregivers. But such recommendations are tentative since as has been discussed before 
ceiling effects and non-matched samples require that interpretations be made with caution. 
 Question 7 asked respondents about the causes of the changes that they reported by 
answering “Yes” to any of the elements in Questions 5 and 6.  Figure 6 provides Question 7 as it 
appeared on the surveys. 
 
Figure 6: Question 7 from Pre and Post Parent/Caregiver Surveys  

 
 
Response rates for Question 7 were not large.  There is no apparent reason for this lower 
response rate but if this survey is to be used again in the future, the formatting, placement, and 
wording of this question needs to be investigated for possible revisions.  Table 3 shows the 
results from Question 7.  The number of pre-surveys was 146 and the number of post-surveys 
was 111.  Like before, respondents had attended four or more enhanced storytimes and had not 
attended the six early literacy skills workshops. 
 



Table 3:  Response Frequencies for Question 7 on Pre (n=146) and Post (n=111) 
Parent/Caregiver Surveys 
What caused you to change? (Please check all that apply): 
 Pre Post 
a. Learning about pre-reading skills 29 50 
b. Reading the handouts 15 43 
c. The storytime presenter made early literacy activities look fun 73 72 
d. Other (Please list): 8 8 
 
The gains from pre to post on 7a and 7b provide evidence that enhanced storytimes were 
effective.  As a consequence of respondents learning about pre-reading skills during the 
enhanced storytime treatment period, many more of them checked this box on the post-survey 
even though there were fewer post-surveys completed.  The percentage of respondents checking 
this box on the pre-survey was 19.9% but the percentage on the post-survey was 45.1%.  It 
appears that enhanced storytimes with their focus on pre-reading skills provide a solid 
foundation for behavior change.  If through subsequent research higher response rates are 
achieved on this question and if those responses replicate those reported here, results will be 
quite positive for the effectiveness of enhanced storytimes.  
 Handouts have not been mentioned yet. The Idaho Commission for Libraries provided a 
high-quality, engaging handout for each of the six early literacy skills.  These handouts were 
given to each participating library to be distributed to parent/caregivers at the enhanced 
storytimes.  A question on the post-survey asked respondents to rate these handouts for quality. 
This information will be provided in the final report.  But results from 7b reveal that the 
handouts were probably quite effective. Only 15 respondents on the pre-survey checked this box 
(10.3%) whereas 43 did so on the post-survey (38.7%).  It needs to be kept in mind, however, 
that even the higher response rates on the post-survey are still quite low.   
 Finally, storytime presenters were quite popular at both survey administrations.  Exactly 
half of all respondents on the pre-survey (73 of 146) checked that their presenter made early 
literacy activities look fun and this was a reason for the parent/caregiver to change their 
behavior. Only one less respondent on the post-survey checked this box (72 instances instead of 
73), but this represents a higher percentage of the total respondents (64.9% versus 50.0%) since 
fewer post-surveys were submitted (n=111). As has been found in previous evaluations of ICFL 
supported library programs, presenters in local public libraries are highly regarded by the patrons 
who frequent the programs.  This is a very positive finding for the ICFL and for the participating 
public libraries.  Importantly, the consistent positive regard for the storytime presenters whether 
or not they include adult asides shows that doing so does not compromise the quality of the 
storytime delivery.  In other words, whether or not storytime presenters include adult asides does 
not appear to reduce the positive regard they have for the presenter. 
 Only eight respondents marked 7d Other on pre and post-surveys.  These responses will 
be provided and discussed in the final report.  The low response rate in this category will also be 
discussed. 
 
Summary:   
 
 Enhanced storytimes did not cause appreciable changes in parent/caregiver behaviors but 
they did change parent/caregiver knowledge and motivation.  Specifically, parents who had not 
had prior training in the six early literacy skills through their library and who attended four or 
more enhanced storytimes were already doing many of the suggested early literacy behaviors, so 



changes to these would be unlikely as a consequence of enhanced storytimes.  But what did 
change, and this shows the effectiveness of the enhanced storytimes, is parent knowledge about 
the six early literacy skills and their motivation to apply and reinforce the six skills when away 
from the library. What enhanced storytimes most likely did for these respondents is provide them 
a foundation and underlying rationale for behaviors they were for the most part already doing, 
and this may be the root cause of their increased motivation.  As they learned about the six early 
literacy skills, parent/caregivers achieved a deeper understanding for their importance which in 
turn caused them to be more motivated to apply and reinforce the skills when away from the 
library.    
 In closing, these are only preliminary findings from the enhanced storytime database that 
is still being constructed and analyzed.  Readers are urged to see these findings as tentative at 
this point and wait for the final report due in August, 2011 for subsequent verification. 



Appendix A 
Pre-survey for Parents/Caregivers 

 
Storytime Participant Survey (Pre) 

 
Instructions:  Storytime is an important activity for your children.  In addition to participating in 
a positive and entertaining social activity, children learn important early literacy skills. The 
purpose of this survey is to learn what you and your child have gained from attending storytime.  
Please complete the following questions by coloring in the appropriate box.  Please use a dark 
blue or black ink pen to complete the survey.  Thank-you for providing this important feedback.      
 
1. Name of Library: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. Are you here with your daycare or preschool group?   

Yes No 
□ □ 

 
3. Have you previously attended parent workshops provided by your 
local public library about the six early literacy skills?  Oftentimes the 
workshops are called Every Child Ready to Read Family Workshops. 

Yes No 
□ □ 

 
4. Including this week, how many times have you 
attended storytime during the past 6 weeks? 

1 2 3 4 5 6 ** 
□ □ □ □ □ □ □  

** Attended more than 6 times in past 6 weeks. 
 
5. Please answer all of the following: 
As a result of attending library storytimes, I …….. Yes No Not 

Sure 
Did 
This 

Before* 

a. occasionally point out words while reading to my 
child/children. □ □ □ □ 

b. spend more time singing with my child/children.  □ □ □ □ 
c. spend more time rhyming with my child/children 
(e.g., rhyming games, finger plays that rhyme, 
nursery rhymes). 

□ □ □ □ 

d. build my child’s/children’s vocabulary by using 
rare words from books or other sources. □ □ □ □ 

e. stop and give my child/children time to talk about 
what is in the book. □ □ □ □ 

f. read more shape and alphabet books with my 
child/children. □ □ □ □ 

 Yes No Not 
Sure 

No 
Change

** 

g. find my child/children more interested in books. □ □ □ □ 
h. am more knowledgeable about the six early 
literacy skills. □ □ □ □ 

i. am more motivated to do things at home that 
reinforce the six early literacy skills. □ □ □ □ 
 
* Mark this column if you did this before with your child/children and you have not 
increased the amount of time spent on the behavior since attending storytimes.  



** Mark this column if interest, knowledge, or motivation were strong to begin with and 
there has been no change since attending storytimes. 
 

Please Continue on Back 
6. Please answer the following only if you have children 36 months or older: 
  
As a result of attending library storytimes, I …….. Yes No Not 

Sure 
Did 
This 

Before* 

a. am more likely to ask my child/children questions 
that will prompt a retelling of a story. □ □ □ □ 

b. spend more time “playing” with letters with my 
child/children. □ □ □ □ 

c. show my child/children the print in signs. □ □ □ □ 
d. am more likely to read informational/nonfiction 
books with my child/children. □ □ □ □ 
 
* Mark this column if you did this before with your child/children and you have not 
increased the amount of time spent on the behavior since attending storytimes. 
 
If you marked Yes to any items in Questions 5 and 6 above, please answer the 
following.  If not, skip to Question 8.  
7. What caused you to change? (Please check all that apply):  
a. Learning about pre-reading skills □ 
b. Reading the handouts □ 
c. The storytime presenter made early literacy activities look fun □ 
d. Other (Please list): □ 
  
 
 
8. Did you receive handouts at storytime? 

Yes No Not 
Sure 

□ □ □ 
 
If you answered Yes to Question 8, please answer all of the remaining questions.  If 
you answered No or Not Sure to Question 8, please skip to Question 10.   
9. Using the following types, please 
rate the handouts you received: 

Very 
Useful Useful Neutral Not 

Useful 
Don’t 
Know 

a. Recommended reading lists □ □ □ □ □ 
b. Early literacy information □ □ □ □ □ 
c. Library program information □ □ □ □ □ 
d. Take home activities (e.g., crafts, 
rhymes, songs, finger plays) □ □ □ □ □ 

e. Other (Please list): □ □ □ □ □ 
 
10. Your comments are important to us.  The Idaho Commission for Libraries would like 
to contact you for follow-up comments.  All comments will remain confidential.  If you 
agree to be contacted, please list your name and contact information: 

 



Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ________________________  Email:_______________________ 
 

Thank-you for Completing Our Survey 
  



Appendix B 
Pre-Survey for Libraries 

 
Storytime Library Survey—Pre-Training 

 
Instructions:  Please return this survey and the parent/caregiver surveys by March 1, 
2011 to Stephanie at ICFL. 
 
1. Name of Library:______________________________________________ 
 
2. Name of Person Completing this Survey:  __________________________ 
 
3. Are you currently or have you in the past been a storytime 
presenter?   

Yes No 
□ □ 

 
4. How many people conduct storytimes at your library? 
If you conduct storytimes, include yourself in the total. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 ** 
□ □ □ □ □ □ □  

** More than 6 people conduct storytimes at my library. 
 
5. How long has each presenter been conducting storytimes?  Please use the 
following format to report the amount of time:  1 year 4 months=1y 4m 

Presenter 
1 2 3 4 5 6 
      

 
6. How many of your storytime presenters have 
attended or conducted Every Child Reading to Read 
Family Workshops? 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 
□ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

 
 
7. Please provide information about each of the storytime sessions you conduct.  For 
example, if you conduct 4 individual storytime sessions then four rows in the table 
should be completed. 

Storytime 
Session 

How often is this storytime 
session offered? What age group is this storytime targeted at? 

Weekly 
Every 
Other 
Week 

Other 0-2 2-3 3-5 0-5 All 
Ages Other 

1 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
2 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
3 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
4 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
5 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

 
 
8. On average, how many parents/caregivers attend one of your storytimes? ___ 
 
 
9. On average, how many children attend one of your storytimes?  ___________ 
 



 
Please Continue on Next Page 

For Question 10 please refer to the “Definition of Adult Aside” found immediately 
below.  
Definition of Adult Aside:  A tidbit of information or “tip” on early literacy directed at 
parents. Lasting 30 – 90 seconds, it explains some aspect of early literacy skills and 
may include how an activity supports an early literacy skill.  
 
10. Based on the above definition, 
how often do you do Adult Asides 
during an individual storytime? 

Always Occasionally Never Not Sure 

□ □ □ □ 
 
If you answered Always or Occasionally to Question 10, please answer Questions 11 
and 12.  If you answered Never or Not Sure to Question 10, please skip to  
Question 13.  
11. Which early literacy skills do you address in your Adult Asides?  (Please check 
all that apply) 
a. Phonological Awareness □ d. Print Awareness □ 
b. Vocabulary □ e. Letter Knowledge □ 
c. Narrative Skills □ f. Print Motivation □ 
Other (Please list):  
 
12. On average, how many Adult Asides do you do 
during a single storytime session?   

1 2 3 4 5 6 ** 
□ □ □ □ □ □ □  

** On average, I do more than 6 Adult Asides during a storytime session. 
 
13. How often do you provide 
handouts for parents and caregivers 
who attend storytime? 

At every 
storytime 

Occasionally 
at storytime 

Never at 
storytime Not Sure 

□ □ □ □ 
 
If you answered “At every storytime” or “Occasionally at storytime” to Question 
13, please answer all of the remaining questions.  If you answered “Never at 
storytime” or “Not Sure” to Question 13, please turn to the next page.   
 
 Very 

Useful Useful  Neutral Not 
Useful  

Don’t 
Know 

14. Based on your experience, how 
useful to parents/caregivers are the 
handouts? 

□ □ □ □ □ 

  
15. Check the types of handouts you provide at storytimes (Please check all that apply): 
   a. Recommended reading lists □ 
   b. Early literacy information □ 
   c. Library program information □ 
   d. Take home activities (e.g., crafts, rhymes, songs, finger plays) □ 
   e. Other (Please list): □ 
 
Please attach examples of the handouts you provide. 



 
Please Continue on Next Page 

16. If you currently include Adult Asides in your storytimes, please provide descriptions 
of one or more examples of what you do.  Providing as much detail as you can will be 
greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank-you for Completing Our Survey 
 



Appendix C 
Post-survey for Parent/Caregivers 

 
Storytime Participant Survey--Post 

 
Instructions:  Storytime is an important activity for your children.  In addition to participating in 
a positive and entertaining social activity, children learn important early literacy skills. The 
purpose of this survey is to learn what you and your child have gained from attending storytime.  
Please complete the following questions by coloring in the appropriate box.  Please use a dark 
blue or black ink pen to complete the survey.  Thank-you for providing this important feedback.      
 
1. Name of Library: ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. Are you here with your daycare or preschool group?   

Yes No 
□ □ 

 
3. Have you previously attended parent workshops provided by your 
local public library about the six early literacy skills?  Oftentimes the 
workshops are called Every Child Ready to Read Family Workshops. 

Yes No 
□ □ 

 
4. Including this week, how many times have you 
attended storytime during the past 6 weeks? 

1 2 3 4 5 6 ** 
□ □ □ □ □ □ □  

** Attended more than 6 times in past 6 weeks. 
 
5. Please answer all of the following: 
As a result of attending library storytimes, I …….. Yes No Not 

Sure 
Did 
This 

Before* 

a. occasionally point out words while reading to my 
child/children. □ □ □ □ 

b. spend more time singing with my child/children.  □ □ □ □ 
c. spend more time rhyming with my child/children 
(e.g., rhyming games, finger plays that rhyme, 
nursery rhymes). 

□ □ □ □ 

d. build my child’s/children’s vocabulary by using 
rare words from books or other sources. □ □ □ □ 

e. stop and give my child/children time to talk about 
what is in the book. □ □ □ □ 

f. read more shape and alphabet books with my 
child/children. □ □ □ □ 

 Yes No Not 
Sure 

No 
Change

** 

g. find my child/children more interested in books. □ □ □ □ 
h. am more knowledgeable about the six early 
literacy skills. □ □ □ □ 

i. am more motivated to do things at home that 
reinforce the six early literacy skills. □ □ □ □ 
 
* Mark this column if you did this before with your child/children and you have not 
increased the amount of time spent on the behavior since attending storytimes.  



** Mark this column if interest, knowledge, or motivation were strong to begin with and 
there has been no change since attending storytimes. 
 

Please Continue on Back
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6. Please answer the following only if you have children 36 months or older: 
  
As a result of attending library storytimes, I …….. Yes No Not 

Sure 
Did 
This 

Before* 

a. am more likely to ask my child/children questions 
that will prompt a retelling of a story. □ □ □ □ 

b. spend more time “playing” with letters with my 
child/children. □ □ □ □ 

c. show my child/children the print in signs. □ □ □ □ 
d. am more likely to read informational/nonfiction 
books with my child/children. □ □ □ □ 
 
* Mark this column if you did this before with your child/children and you have not 
increased the amount of time spent on the behavior since attending storytimes. 
 
If you marked Yes to any items in Questions 5 and 6 above, please answer the 
following.  If not, skip to Question 8.  
7. What caused you to change? (Please check all that apply):  
a. Learning about pre-reading skills □ 
b. Reading the handouts □ 
c. The storytime presenter made early literacy activities look fun □ 
d. Other (Please list): □ 
  
8. Please rate the handouts 
you received at storytime: 

Very 
Useful Useful Neutral 

Not 
Useful 

Don’t 
Know 

Didn’t 
Receive 

a. Print Motivation (Fun with 
Puppets) □ □ □ □ □ □ 

b. Print Awareness (Sign Bingo 
& Wheels on the Bus chant) □ □ □ □ □ □ 

c. Vocabulary (Pointing to Animal 
Pictures & Six Little Ducks rhyme) □ □ □ □ □ □ 

d. Letter Knowledge (Name the 
Shapes & Play-doh recipe) □ □ □ □ □ □ 

e. Narrative Skills (Draw family 
picture & Grandma’s Glasses 
rhyme) 

□ □ □ □ □ □ 

f. Phonological Awareness 
(Match pictures that rhyme & Row, 
Row, Row Your Boat rhyme) 

□ □ □ □ □ □ 

g. Other (Please list): □ □ □ □ □ □ 
 
9. Do recall completing this survey before?  If you did complete 
it, you would have done so about 2-3 months ago when you 
attended storytime at your library. 

Yes No Not 
Sure 

□ □ □ 
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Your comments are important to us.  The Idaho Commission for Libraries would like to contact 
you for follow-up comments.  All comments will remain confidential.  If you agree to be contacted, 
please list your name and contact information: 

 
Name:_________________________ Phone:______________ 
Email:______________ 

 
Thank-you for Completing Our Survey 
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Appendix D 
Post-survey for Libraries 

 
Storytime Library Survey—Post-Training 

 
Instructions:  Please return this survey and the parent/caregiver surveys by May 
30, 2011 to Stephanie at ICFL. 
 
1. Name of Library:______________________________________________ 
 
2. Name of Person Completing this Survey:  __________________________ 
 
3. Are you currently or have you in the past been a storytime 
presenter?   

Yes No 
□ □ 

 
4. How many storytime presenters included the parent 
asides? If you are a storytime presenter and included 
asides, include yourself in the total. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 ** 
□ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

 
** More than 6 presenters included asides during storytimes at my library. 
 
5. How long has each presenter who included asides been conducting storytimes?  
Please use the following format to report the time: 1 year 4 months=1y 4m 

Presenter 
1 2 3 4 5 6 
      

 
6. How many of your storytime presenters who included 
asides have attended or conducted Every Child 
Reading to Read Family Workshops? 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 
□ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

 
7. Please provide information about each of the storytime sessions you conduct 
by checking the appropriate boxes.  For example, if you conduct four individual 
storytime sessions then four rows in the table should be completed. 
 

Session 

How often is this storytime 
session offered? 

What age group is this storytime 
targeted at?  

Weekly 
Every 
Other 
Week 

Other 0-2 2-3 3-5 0-5 All 
Ages Other 

Asides 
Included? 
(Y=Yes; 
N=No) 

1 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ Y □ N 
2 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ Y □ N 
3 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ Y □ N 
4 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ Y □ N 
5 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ □ Y □ N 
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Please Continue on Next Page 
 

 
 
After the March 2, 2011 Read to Me Parent Aside Training, storytime presenters 
were asked to include three parent asides (i.e., beginning, middle example, and 
end) in at least six of their storytimes.  Each of these storytimes was to address 
one of the six early literacy skills.  Based on this information, please answer 
Question #8 and #9:   
   
8. For each of your storytime presenters, please check how many of their 
storytimes included all three parent asides (i.e., beginning, middle example, and 
end): 

Presenter 
Number of Storytimes that Included All Three Parent Asides  
1 2 3 4 5 6 ** 

1 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
2 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
3 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
4 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
5 □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 

** More than 6 storytimes included all three asides. 
 
9. For each of your storytime presenters, please check which early literacy skills 
they addressed with at least three asides (i.e., beginning, middle example, and 
end): 

Early Literacy Skills 
Presenter 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
a. Phonological Awareness □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
b. Vocabulary □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
c. Narrative Skills □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
d. Print Awareness □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
e. Letter Knowledge □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
f. Print Motivation □ □ □ □ □ □ □ 
 
 
10. Did you hand out to your storytime participants the six early 
literacy skills activity handouts provided by ICFL at the March 2, 2011 
Read to Me workshop?   

Yes No 
□ □ 
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If you answered “Yes” to Question 10, please answer all of the remaining 
questions.  If you answered “No” to Question 10, please skip to Question #12.   
 
 Very 

Useful Useful  Neutral Not 
Useful  

Don’t 
Know 

11. How useful to parents/caregivers 
were the ICFL handouts? □ □ □ □ □ 

 
 

Please Continue on Next Page 
 
 
 
 
 
12. What other handouts did you provide in addition to the six early literacy skills 
activity handouts provided by the ICFL at the March 2, 2011 Read to Me workshop?  
(Please check all that apply): 
   a. Did not provide additional handouts □ 
   b. Recommended reading lists □ 
   c. Early literacy information □ 
   d. Library program information □ 
   e. Take home activities (e.g., crafts, rhymes, songs, finger plays) □ 
   f. Other (Please list): □ 
 
Please attach examples of the additional handouts you provided. 
 
For the following open-ended responses, please use as much space as 
needed for a complete answer.  Thank-you. 
 
13. If you included adult asides in your storytimes before the March 2, 2011 Read 
to Me training, please describe how your asides changed as a result of that 
training.  Please be specific in your description of the changes.  If your asides 
have not changed, then please discuss that also. 
 
 
 
 
14. Please describe how the parents/caregivers attending your storytimes 
reacted to the asides.  In other words, did comment about the asides or mention 
anything to you? If so, what did they say? Or, if no one said anything, what was 
your impressions of their feelings? 
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15. What difficulties did you encounter implementing the asides?   
 
 
 
 
 
16. What suggestions do you have for other storytime presenters who implement 
asides? 
 
 
 
 
 

Please Continue on Next Page 
 
 
17. What suggestions do you have for the Idaho Commission for Libraries 
concerning the following: 
 
   a. Topics that should be included in parent aside training for library storytime 
       presenters. 
 
 
 
 
 
   b. Revisions (i.e., changes, additions, subtractions) to current parent aside 
      materials provided by the ICFL. 
 
 
 
 
  
If you would like to attach your aside templates to this survey, please feel free to 
do so.  This is strictly optional but your providing your templates will be 
appreciated. 
 
 
 

Thank-you for Completing Our Survey 
 
 


