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Summary of Requirements 
(Participating libraries will attend a half-day orientation meeting in August of each year. Detailed requirements and recommendations will be provided at that time.) 

· Participating libraries must be a publicly-funded public or elementary school library. (School libraries must partner with their public library.)
· Each library must have a community partner who provides services for “underserved” children; that is, children who are unlikely to have many books at home and/or are not as likely to utilize library services, such as: 
· Children in lower-income families 
· English Language Learners 
· Children of teen parents 
· Children in daycare
· Children with developmental disabilities/delays
· Refugee children
· Children living in rural areas in which the library is a great distance away
· Program runs September through May of each year.

· Three age groups are offered: Birth – 2 (0-36 months); preschool (ages 3-5); and kindergarten. Libraries can serve one, two, or all of these age groups. The Birth - 2 age group receives board books only.

· All children in the classroom (school, daycare or preschool) must be included in the monthly distributions, rather than just a subset of identified children.
· Books should go to the same children every month. Children should receive only the designated monthly title for their age group.

· Monthly book distribution and book activity is by library staff (paid or volunteer), face-to-face with child (no mailing of books or leaving them at a center or classroom to be delivered later).  The distribution should contain an educational component; you are encouraged to read the book and do a simple activity related to the early literacy skill or theme of the book.
· Each library site must provide one workshop for parents of participating children or one family event held for First Book families. 
· Distribute and collect the “Read to Me First Book Parent Survey” at the end of the nine-month program (April/May)

· Submit a Final Summary Report to ICfL in May
