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Susan Swetnam was educated at the University of 
Delaware and the University of Michigan. She came to 
Idaho in 1979 to teach at Idaho State University. A 
professor of English and a writer, she has published 
essays and articles in a wide variety of national, 
regional, and literary magazines, including Gourmet, 
Mademoiselle, and Black Canyon Quarterly.  In 
addition to Home Mountains, she has published 
book-length studies of Mormon pioneer life story 
writing and of Idaho writer Grace Jordan, as well as a 
collection of personal essays about teaching (My Best 
Teachers Were Saints, 2006). She has been active in 
public humanities programming in Idaho, including 
Let’s Talk About It programs for more than twenty 
years, as was her late husband, poet Ford Swetnam. 
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