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Tara Penry is Associate Professor of English 
at Boise State University where she teaches 
American literature and edits the Western 
Writers Series.  She earned her PhD at 
Fordham University.  Her specialties include: 
western American and 19th-century 
literature and culture, sentimentalism and 
realism; and academic editing. She is past 
president of the Western Literature Society.  
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