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Tara Penry is Professor of English at Boise State
University, where she has taught American
literature since 2000. She specializes in
hineteenth-century literature and the literature of
the American West. She has published articles on
writers including Herman Melville, Terry Tempest
Williams, and western short story author Bret
Harte. A recipient of an Idaho Humanities Council
fellowship in 2015 to research and write a book
about Bret Harte's fiction, she is a past president
of the Western Literature Association and former
editor of the Western Writers Series at Boise State.
She lives in Boise with her husband and two

children.
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