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READ® Poster Basics

Opening a READ® Background File

You want to have the edited image you completed in Tutorial #5 open in GIMP before starting the next steps.

Your image should look something like this and have one layer similar to the screen shot on the right:

- En-

Step 1: Select File > Open As Layers

File Edit Select View Image Layer

| MNew... Ctrl+N
Create »
= Open... Ctrl+ O
=, Open as Layers... Ctrl+Alt+ 0
@ Open Location...
Open Recent r
E Save Ctrl+S
F Save s... Shift+ Ctrl+S
Save a Copy...
Save as Template...
Ed Revert
. Page Setup
& Print... Ctrl+P
# Close Ctrl+W
# Closeall Shift+ Cerl+W
@ Quit Ctrl+Q
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READ® Poster Basics

Tip: A new dialog box opens.

Step 2: Navigate to the location of the READ files from your CD.

B[ TeenReadWeek |[ READ Poster Images ][Aumncomcrs ]lm.w,rm '

@ ey s
5 ericacompton | | % athletic_readbkgdjpg 11/11/2003
[ Desktop A baseball_readbkgd.jpg 11/21/2005 e
|& Local Disk (C;) || ™ border_readbkgd,jpg 11/21/2005 [l |
& DVD RW Drive... | | builder_readbkgd.jpg 11/30/2005
- MMBackup (E) B classic_readbkgd.jpg 11/26/2003
& Personal (T:) 2 clouds_readbkgd.jpg 12/8/2003 americana_readbkgd.jog
& Shared (U) 2 fall readbkgdjpg 117232005 Pt SO
B2 Pictures A flag_readbkgd.jpg 11/11/2003
B Documeénts A flowers_readbkgd.jpg 1117/2003
“ leaf_readbkgd.jpg 11/17/2003 ||
4 marquee_readbkgdjpg 11/30/2005
4 posted_readbkgd.jpg 11/26/2003
“ space_readbkgdjpg 11/26/2003
"% spring_readbkgd.jpg 11/22/2005
& summer_readbkgd.jpg 11/30/2005
"R techno_readbkgd.jpg 11/26/2003
L tween_readbkgd.jpg 11/4/2005
2 wall_readbkgd.jpg 11/28/2005
"R winter_readbkgd.jpg 11/22/2005

Add | Remove E

[# Select File Type (Automatically Detected)
=N

Step 3: Choose the background file you want to use with your image and Click Open. This file will become a
second layer that is part of the Mask file.

Tip: For this tutorial we are going to use .jpg backgrounds only. Layered backgrounds are a bit more
complicated and will be covered in another tutorial.

Step 4: The background you chose will open and fill the screen. Your image will “disappear” — but it is really just
hidden from view by the poster background you just opened.

Tip: The entire READ poster may not show up in your image window. If this
happens do the following step:




READ® Poster Basics

Step 4: Select Image > Fit Canvas to Layers.

[mage Layer Colors Tools Filters Wi

S Duplicate Ctrl+D
Mode 4
Transform r

B, Canvas Size...

| Fit Canvas to Layers |

Fit Canvas to Selection
[E Print Size...
B Scale Image...

A Crop to Selection
Autocrop Image

Zealous Crop

Merge Visible Layers... Ctrl+M
Flatten Image
Align Visible Layers...

Guides L
[l Configure Grid...
) Image Properties Alt+Return

= Tip: Your poster is automatically resized to fit the image window.

Step 5: Click on the READ background you opened and move it below the Mask layer.

&l

Layers @

=
(] | Mode  Narmal |E|
Opacity: [ 1000 § | Opacity: [] 1000 4
leee [ |8 ltoce [
e B } flowers_readblogd.jp
|

= Tip: Your image should now be visible on top of the background. But Ann is floating in the middle of the
poster, and that doesn’t look too realistic. So let’s learn to move the image.
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READ® Poster Basics

Moving an Image

3

Step 1: Select the Move tool in the toolbox. &=

Step 2: Select the Mask layer to make it the active layer.

Step 3: Click on the image and move it so that it is aligned with the bottom of the poster background.

= Tip: Make sure the image part of the Mask layer is selected. If
the black and white image in the Mask layer is selected (bordered in
white) the move tool will not work correctly.

I - I
=y 1745

Layers =
Mode MNormal -
| Dpaciny D 1000 3
lteee [

S E } flowers_readblkgd.jp

m} n Hﬂ
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READ® Poster Basics

Resizing an Image

Step 1: Select the Scale tool in the toolbox.[

Step 2: Hold down the Control key down while clicking the corner of the image and dragging to resize.

Tip: Holding the control key down ensures that the image is scaled proportionately. This is a very
important step to remember. Otherwise your image can get skewed and look strange! You must click on scale in
the dialog box to complete the resizing.

Tip: You may need to use the Move tool again to move the image around the background to get a good fit
and ensure that it is centered in the poster. It usually looks best for your image to take up a large part of the poster,
even if it covers part of the READ words.

Tip: Once you place your image in the background, you may find that it overlaps the border as in the above
screenshot. Because the poster is a .jpg, there is no layer to “hide” the image behind to create a clean and crisp
border. We need to do one more step to make it look right.
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READ® Poster Basics

Creating an Outer Border on a Poster

We are going to create a white border layer to hide parts of the image that extend beyond the background and
create a clean border for viewing or printing.

Step 1: Select the Poster Background layer.

=Bl

| Layers
Mode MNormal

Toolbax
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Step 4: Click on Select > Invert.

Select | View [mage Layer Colors Io;

LAl Ctrl+A
X None
p Invert Ctrl+1 I
Float ShiftsCtrl+L
% By Color Shift+0

M Frgm Patt Shift+V

[Z) Selection Editor

Feather...

Sharpen

Distort...
Rounded Rectangle...

Toggle Quick Mask Shift+Q
4] Saveto Channel

¥ Topath

= Tip: This will invert the selected area to include the entire white border. You should see marching ants all
around the inside and outside of the white border as seen below.

Step 5: Click CONTROL C to copy the selection

Step 6: Click CONTROL V to paste the selection.

= Tip: Pasting creates a new layer called Floating Selection (Pasted Layer).

Step 7: Double click this new layer and rename to Border.

= Tip: The white border is now the top layer and should be covering any parts of the image that were outside

the poster before this step. If necessary you can resize and/or move the image and it should remain behind the
border.
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READ® Poster Basics

Applying a Layer Mask

£ Tip: This step merges the image and mask layers. After merging the two, any changes to the image must
be made using different tools.

Step 1: Click on the Mask layer to make it the active layer.

Step 2: Right Click and select Apply Layer Mask.

|4 Edit Layer Attributes...

Mew Layer...

Mew from Visible . )
Duplicate Layer '.;-: .l'&"’l a3 |

Anchor Layer 2
Merge Down : Ilij

Mode MNermal

Delete Layer

Opaciy. [] 1000 £

Layer Boundary Size...
Layer to Image Size
Scale Layer...

7 Add Layer Mask...

Apply Layer Mask I
Delete Layer Mask

of @ Ao " @apem

Show Layer Mask

Edit Layer Mask

Disable Layer Mask
M Mask to Selection

B8 Add Alpha Channel
Remove Alpha Channel 4 L} |
™ A[_pha to Selection T 3 Eﬁ \Ef B
Merge Visible Layers...
Flatten Image

= Tip: The layer will no longer will have the two components to it. You will only see the image with a
checkered background similar to the layer on the right.
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READ® Poster Basics

Adding a Drop Shadow to Your Image

To make your image look even more realistic we need to create some depth to the poster. We do this by adding a
simple drop shadow to the image.

Step 1: Select Filters > Light and Shadow > Drop Shadow.

Filters Windows Help

& Repeat "Drop Shadow" Ctrl+F
/2% Re-Show "Drop Shadow” Shift+Ctrl+F

Recently Used »
o Reset all Filters

Blur »
Enhance >
Distorts »

| Light and Shadow 3 Gradient Flare...
Noise 4 Lens Flare...
Edge-Detect » Lighting Effects...
Generic 4 Sparkle...
Combine 4 Superpova...
Artistic : | Drop Shadow...
Decor 4 -

Perspective...

Mep %[\ Kach-Effect..
Render L4
Web » Apply Lens...
Animation » Glass Tile...

= Tip: A new dialog box will open. It may not be visible. Check your task bar at the bottom to see if it
opened, but is hidden behind the main image window. Just click the image of Wilbur to activate the window and
bring it to the forefront.

r@ Script-Fu: Drop Shadow . E :

Offset X: =
Offset ¥: ] =

| Blur radius: |90 |
Color; IE

I Opacity: |] 10
[¥] Allow resizing
(oo J[ mee J[ oc ][ conca ]

Step 2: Set the Blur Radius to approximately 180 and the Opacity to approximately 20. Click OK.
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READ® Poster Basics

= Tip: The blur radius is the width of the shadow and the opacity is the amount of transparency visible.
= Tip: A new layer is created and automatically named Drop Shadow.

= Tip: The change in the image may be subtle. You may need to select the Drop Shadow layer and use the
Move tool to offset the shadow from the main image. If the shadow does not look correct, use your UNDO key
(Control Z) to go back and re-do Steps 1 and 2 with new Blur Radius and Opacity. If you do not undo you will add
another drop shadow layer to the file.

Shadow can be seen here...

( ...and here most clearly.

|
|| MARKHAN |
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Saving Your Poster File

Tip: If you want to be able to edit your poster again, it is important to save it in the correct file format. You
need to save it in a format that GIMP will recognize as “editable” and which will contain all the layers.

Step 1: Click File > Save As. A new dialog box opens:

§ savelmage (=]
Name: annafteredgeskie]
Save in folder: E-ful&sfnrtutnrmls :I

i=I Browse for other folders

[\|[ othswr || Teenprgms | TeensTech | 2012 || GIMP Tutorials | files for tutoriais] Create Folder

— ——— =
| Preview

|Places MName ~ Modified o
| @ Recently Used : | fteredges.xcf Y lay at 16:09

g Y

.

|5 erica.compton i ft ¥ lay at 12:24
[ Desktop

& Local Disk ()

% DVD RW Drive...

» [TBackup (E)

& Personal (T:) No selection
& Shared (U:)
| Pictures

| = Documents

Add Remove | |Allimages B

(] Select File Type (By Extension)

I Save ” Cancel ]

Step 2: Click Select File Type. A drop down menu appears.

= Select File Type (GIMP XCF image)

File Type Extensions =i
By Extension IEi
Alias Piximage pix, matte, mask,alpha,als
AutoDesk FLIC animation fli,flc

bzip archive xcf.bz2, bz2 xcfbz?

C source code 4

C source code header h

[ove J[ oona |
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READ® Poster Basics

Step 3: Select GIMP XCF image extension.
Step 4: Rename the file.
Step 5: Navigate to the location to save the file.

Step 6: Click Save.

H sevebrage ]
I‘-""* T vt I

= Browse for other folders

A OthSwr Tml’:gml: Teenslech 2012 GIMF Tulonals | libes los butoviab, Caeate Fojder|

Places. Hame + Modified
@ Recertty Used | [ annatteredgesact Yesterday at 16409

n | annafterma kel Vesterduy st 12:24

i o
& Local Disk (€] @

S DVD RW Drive
« MEackup [E)

[ &dd | Remove  |Allimages j

# Sebect File Type (By Extension)

Your file is saved! You will still be able to open it and edit it again if you need to.

But wait! If you want to send the poster to someone so they can view it, you need to save it as a .jpg so it can be
opened it by just about anyone. Follow Steps 1 and 2 the same as above and then:

Step 3: Choose JPEG Image in the drop down menu. Navigate to where you want to save the file. Name the file
and click OK.

§ bty il

tame frcengoar 2]

Trwon for atbes Folden

A s | Tomtrgme | TomTect | 202 | GO Tunweats [l o eboriah] [

Congratulations! You have just created a READ poster with your very own photo!
While there are many other tools and techniques you can use to enhance and
refine your poster, you have learned all of the basic tools necessary to create

= posters and other materials using GIMP and ALA’s READ content.
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