UPDATE – BROADBAND GRANT PROGRAM (BTOP)

The Commission submitted a BTOP Public Computing Center grant application, “High Quality Public Computing in Idaho Libraries,” on March 15.

Of the library jurisdictions with at least one building identified as a potential participant, directors of 54 submitted letters of support for the application. The letters reflect the high use of public libraries across Idaho and their serious need for increased online resources and computing and connectivity capacity. The letters are a tremendous help in voicing the needs in the application. Thank you to all who made the time to write.

We also had invaluable help from a number of Commission staff, including Frank Nelson, Jan Wall, Gina Persichini, Anne Abrams, Teresa Lipus, Betty Hoffman, and Shirley Biladeau. They took on more work on short notice, and the application could not have been completed successfully without them.

A brief summary of the proposal is attached as a Word file. Links to the Executive Summary and the Project Purpose can be found at http://libraries.idaho.gov/page/broadband-grant-program. Objectives for the 2-year project are to:
· Increase connectivity rates in the least connected public libraries,

· Upgrade public computing resources, and

· Leverage partnerships to offer services in education, workforce development, and e-government.

The total project budget is $2,850,347. The grant request is $1,907,531; the $942,816 in matching funds consists of cash and in-kind from the Gates Foundation, the Commission and several state-level partners. The size of the project was limited by the amount of match we had available; as a result the project includes additional public access computers for only those libraries participating in the connectivity upgrades.

If our application meets the BTOP eligibility requirements and scores well against the evaluation criteria, we will move into the “Due Diligence” process.  The reviewers assigned to our proposal may ask for additional information to clarify or to further document specific portions of our application. 

The National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) intends to announce BTOP awards starting in June 2010, and to award all grants by September 30. I am confident that even if our BTOP application is not funded, the Commission will proceed to work with several of our project partners to develop some of the services we’ve planned. With or without BTOP funding, I believe that Idaho public libraries and the communities you serve will benefit from this application process.

If you have questions or comments about our BTOP proposal, please don’t hesitate to contact your Public Library Consultant or me.
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