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Idaho Library


2525 Wonderful Street


Sunday afternoons from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.  Refreshments will be served.


Reading Selections


September 19


Chocolat by Joanne Harris


October 17


Choice Cuts: A Savory Selection of Food Writing from Around the World and throughout History by Mark Kurlansky


October 31


Climbing the Mango Tree by Madhur Jaffrey    


November 14


The Language of Baklava by Diana Abu-Jaber   


December 1


The Mistress of Spices by Chita Banerjee Divakaruni     





November 14


The Language of Baklava by Diana Abu-Jaber   


The Language of Baklava is a memoir with recipes–a delightful testament to the deep connections between food, identity, and memory.  In a series of narrative vignettes, Abu-Jaber chronicles a childhood shaped by both Arab (Iranian and Jordanian) cultures and American culture as she traces her history as a young woman trying to find her place within the pull of various traditions.  





December 1


The Mistress of Spices by Chita by Chita Banerjee Divakaruni     


The Mistress of Spices is a lyric novel, written in a mixture of prose and poetry, in the style that has been called “magic realism”: while primarily set in this world (specifically, a run-down part of Oakland, California), it includes features which defy natural laws and give it an air of mysticism.  





September 19


Chocolat by Joanne Harris


Can indulgent food be a force for spiritual liberation, or is it inevitably an invitation to self-indulgent corruption?  The novel Chocolat addresses this question through the story of a free-spirited outsider, a woman with a young daughter who arrives in a straight-laced French village and opens a luxury chocolate shop.  





October 17


Choice Cuts: A Savory Selection of Food Writing from Around the World and throughout History by Mark Kurlansky


Choice Cuts is a wide-ranging anthology of writing about food, spanning the ancients (Plato is represented here, discussing food as medicine) to the turn of the 21st century (Mimi Sheridan writes about bialys, Jewish onion rolls).  








 














October 31


Climbing the Mango Tree by Madhur Jaffrey    


Climbing the Mango Tree is a delightful memoir of the author’s childhood in mid-twentieth-century Delhi, India.  Madhur Jaffrey’s wealthy family lived in an extended-family compound, and her life was rich in cousins, aunts, and uncles.  








This program is made possible by the Idaho Humanities Council, the National Endowment for the Humanities, a generous gift from U.S. Bank, and administered by the Idaho Commission for Libraries.








