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Western 


 Experience





November 7


This House of Sky, by Ivan Doig


This House of Sky (1978) is the powerful story of writer Ivan Doig’s upbringing on a rugged Montana ranch in the 1940s. Raised by his grandmother and father, Doig eloquently relates how both his early years and the man he would become were shaped by family, hard work, and a uniquely western landscape.   








Sponsored by Friends of the Wonderful Library


Wonderful Library


555 America Street


555-2250  


www.wonderlibrary.org





Saturdays, 3 to 4:30 p.m.


Reading Selections and Program Locations


October 10


Angle of Repose, Wallace Stegner


 October 17


Billy the Kid: A Short and Violent Life, Robert Utley


October 24


A Bride Goes West, Nannie Alderson & Helena H. Smith


October 31


Fools Crow, James Welch


November 7


This House of Sky, by Ivan Doig








October 24


A Bride Goes West, Nannie Alderson & Helena H. Smith


A Bride Goes West (1942 ) is a collaboration between the experiences of Nannie Alderson moving West to Montana, and the writings and ideas of Helena H. Smith. The novel describes Western historical events and looks at the obstacles the Alderson family had to struggle to overcome. Alderson not only had to readjust her life in a new environment, but she also had to help her children make these crucial adjustments.





October 31


Fools Crow, James Welch


Fools Crow (1986) is a novel by James Welch that examines the struggles of Indians in the West. The novel is set in 1870 and revolves around the Blackfeet Indians, a small tribe in Montana.  The Indians must struggle to maintain their identity, land, and traditions as the white men threaten the area.  The main character, Fools Crow, has the ability to foresee the future and know that they must find some way to fight back or regain what they feel rightfully belongs to them.  








October 10


Angle of Repose, Wallace Stegner


Angle of Repose (1971) is a Wallace Stegner novel about faith, trust, and the “continuities of history.”  Lyman Ward, the grotesque narrator-protagonist, is alienated from the present. To escape the traps and betrayals of the present, Ward explores the lives of his grandparents so, as he says, “I don’t have to live on my own.” Through his exploration of his family history, Ward is finally brought full circle: he must live in his own present because, he discovers, the past was not any simpler or more secure or more idyllic than the present.





 October 17


Billy the Kid: A Short and Violent Life, Robert Utley


Billy the Kid: A Short and Violent Life (1989) is a narrative by Robert Utley that examines American history, American myth, and the great legend of Billy the Kid. Utley, a well-known historian, examines the life and pursuits of Billy the Kid and through this narrative, provides a story based on biographical information.  








This program is made possible by the Idaho Humanities Council, the National Endowment for the Humanities, a generous gift from U.S. Bank, and administered by the Idaho Commission for Libraries.








