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Family Storytime
#3 - Narrative Skills
Our Senses
Introduction:  (Can be before or after opening song)
[Music in background as people arrive. Gather people together. Encourage people to sit with their children. Everybody participates! Write nametag for each child and adult as they arrive. Adults can write them too. Use upper AND lower case letters, not all upper case.]

To All: Welcome! So glad you could be here today for our special Every Child Ready to Read family storytime. In our storytime today I’ll be sharing with you some information on early literacy skills, skills that researchers say are important to help your children get ready to learn to read when they are taught to read in school. The poster here lists all six skills. At each of our six storytimes, I’ll highlight one skill. Also, at the end of each storytime, you’ll be able to take home a book to keep and to read over and over again. [Use a host puppet to say this if you like.]
OK, let’s start with our opening song.
Opening Song:  Open Shut Them, or song/rhyme of your choice (use same one each time)
Adult Aside: The skill we’ll look at today is Narrative Skills. This is the expressive part of language, being able to describe things, to tell what happened, to retell stories. This skill helps children later understand what they read.  Think about it, when we hear something we kind of get it, but when we can tell or explain it to someone else, we really get it.
Here’s a little way to remember what we are talking about today.

The word for today is P A R T. You are a strong part of what your children learn!
P  for patience, pause for response

A  for ask questions, what, open-ended

R  for child retelling stories, repeating words and sentences

T  for talking, tell what happened

Today our theme is about Our Senses—what we see, hear, feel, smell, and taste. 

Theme Talk: I’d like each of us to think of something we think tastes good. What do you think makes it taste good? Everyone think of something. Now I want you to find a partner. The partner can be another child or a grownup. Now the first person tells their partner what they think tastes good. Then the other person gets to say what they think tastes good. Go ahead. 

Adult Aside: This kind of interaction with your children helps develop their narrative skills, expressive language.

Book:  Little Red Hen by Paul Galdone
[Read the book. Let the participants join in with “Not I.”]

[Now retell the story using actions and have the participants say “I will” instead of “Not I.” At the end everyone pretends to eat the cake together.]
Adult Aside: Having children retell stories helps to develop narrative skills. This will later help them understand what they read. If you know the story of the three little pigs, three billy goats gruff, or Goldilocks, for example, you can retell those stories together too. 
Even rhymes give children new words. Let’s do Blow Wind Blow all together. Just as we heard in Little Red Hen, we have some similar words in this rhyme—mill, miller, and grind.  

Blow Wind Blow

[Show words on flipchart.]

Blow wind, blow
And go, mill, go:
That the miller
May grind his corn;
That the baker may take it,
And into rolls make it
And bring us some
Hot in the morn.

[Repeat one or two times more.]

Our next book is a true or “non-fiction” book about animals and the different ways they use different parts of their bodies. In the book they talk about animal noses. Show me your nose. Good! What do we do with our noses? . . . 

We smell things! Very good. Let’s see what some animals do with their noses. 
Book:  What Do You Do With a Tail Like This? by Steve Jenkins and Robin Page
[Before storytime read some of the information at the back of this book and see if there are any interesting facts you would like to say as you read the book.]

[At storytime: read through this book. Add your own comments. For example, on the page “What do you do with a nose like this?” point to and talk about the different kinds of noses. Let them guess what animal a nose belongs to. Then flip to the next page and see if it’s a match! Read the info about that animal’s nose, and so on. As you go on to ears, etc. have them point to their own ears, and say what they use their ears for; then go on to the animals’ ears . . . ]

Adult Aside: As you read books with your children, you can often keep their attention longer by involving them in the story as I did when I asked them about their own eyes, ears, etc. Try to ask open-ended questions -- ones that cannot be answered with just a yes or no. You are giving them an opportunity to talk and share their ideas with you.
[If they need a stretch, go back to the book and choose an animal. Remind them of what the animal is doing with mouth or tail, whatever. Have them stand up and act it out. Do the same with one or two more animals.]

Book: Overboard by Sarah Weeks 

In our next book we see a baby playing with all kinds of toys. Babies and toddlers love to throw things down and have you pick them up. 
The word “overboard” is used over and over again. Let’s hear you all say “OVERBOARD!” OK, all together again [if needed]. Great! Every time it’s time to say overboard, I’ll point to you all. Ready?

[Read book having them say “overboard” each time.]

Adult Aside: Even when you read books with babies and talk about the pictures, leave time for your baby to babble back. This is the beginning of narrative skills for a baby!
Our last story is 
Option 1: The Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle

Spiders spin webs to catch their food. In this book you can feel the raised lines that make the web. You will see how the spider weaves his web in a pattern. Let’s see how the spider does it.

[Read book. Use figures to retell the story. Flannel board patterns are provided. You put up the pieces and have the participants do the retelling, helping them along as needed.]

Option 2: Book: Blue Sea by Robert Kalan

What does a big fish do to a little fish? What do you think? . . . Right! A big fish eats little fish. Let’s see what happens to the little fish in this story.

[Read book. Use figures to retell the story. Flannel board pieces are provided. You put the pieces up and have the participants do the retelling, helping them along as needed.]

Adult Aside (for Option 1 or 2): Giving your children props or aids to retell stories makes it easier for them to remember the story. Children can retell the story and make up and tell you their own, both ways help develop narrative skills.

Craft/Activity:
Option 2: [Use Very Busy Spider handout to make “props” to retell story. See pattern sheets—one set per PERSON. Need scissors or have items cut out ahead of time. Give each person a length of string or yarn to make the web. Have them retell the story to each other. It’s probably easiest to retell this right on the floor to make the web design.]

Option 2:  [Use Blue Sea handout to make “props” to retell story. See handout pattern sheets—one set per PERSON. Show them one that you have already cut out. Use white paper, colored paper or construction paper. Need scissors or have pictures cut out ahead of time.  Have them make it and retell to each other.]

Adult Aside (for Option 1 or 2): In this session I am giving you the pictures to use to retell the story. Really you can do this with any story. You and your children can draw pictures of the characters on pieces of paper or on 3 x 5 cards. Then use them to retell the story!

Wrap Up

Today you have seen some ways to encourage your children’s narrative skills. 

The word for today is P A R T. You are a strong part of what your children learn!
P  for Patience, Pause for response

A  for Ask questions, what, open-ended

R  for child retelling stories, repeating words and sentences

T  for talking, tell what happened

I am happy to offer each family a copy of What Do You Do With a Tail Like This?  I hope you’ll enjoy reading and talking about it together. If you have an infant, we have some board books you can choose from. Also, if your child is interested in a particular subject I can show you where some of the non-fiction books are on that topic. [If you have time and want to mention a few of your favorite non-fiction books for young children or hand out a booklist, this would be a great time for that!]
Enjoy!

See you next week when you will receive another book, Good Night Gorilla (show book if possible) and we’ll talk about Print Awareness.
Note: For Child Care Reads workshops or longer parent workshops, consider doing the “pizza box flannel boards” (see handout), story mitts, or how to make simple puppets with this skill. 
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