 Idaho Commission for Libraries		2013
Essential Data
Census data	
· Economic levels 
· Family size 
· Ethnic backgrounds 
· Ages 
· Education 
· Occupations
· Commuting distances	
Library-collected data	
· Internal (library) & external (community) scanning results  
(ie. environmental scanning)
· Circulation information
· Community input 
· The library vision statement, which links data to the library’s direction
· The library mission statement, which provides the focus for the library
· Analysis of the data collected (for example, the identification of common threads, issues or gaps)	
Data Collection and Analysis Options	
· Surveys by mail, telephone or e-mail
· SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) analysis
· Key informants
· Community forum or focus group
· Census and/or public records
· Citizen advisory groups
· Town hall meeting
· Being out in the community and listening
Alternative Basic Library Education		 | Page
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