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The Collection Development Cycle
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· Start with the Customer
· Mission, Vision and Strategic Plan – Guides a Policy with Collection Goals
· Policy Guides Building the Collection
· Selection
· Ordering Process
· Vendors, Publishers and Suppliers
· Receiving Materials
· Cataloging and Processing Materials
· Out to the Public – Promotion and Display
· Collection Assessment
· Maintenance and Weeding
· Evaluating Everything - Processes, Use, Materials, etc.
It is important to remember that the collection development cycle or process is not linear nor are all the steps required for every library.  There is no “right way” that must be followed by each library in its collection development cycle.  Each library will move through the process in the way that works for their particular situation.
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