Dear Principal _________
The Idaho State Library is starting a project to make selected Idaho state documents available through the Internet in a full-text searchable database.  The purpose of this project is to provide improved access to a variety of state documents.  Documents will be easier to search, easier to find, and will focus on the research needs of junior-senior high school students and teachers in the areas of social studies and government. 
We contacted social studies teachers around the state to find out if there was an interest and a need for such a resource.  In all cases those contacted stated that they thought the project would provide useful information and improve access to Idaho state documents for both their students and themselves.  

In this pilot project, supported with a federal Library Services and Technology Act grant, participation of 20 Idaho secondary schools is needed.  Those schools will beta test the database containing the selected Idaho state documents and provide feedback on ease of use and usefulness of information found.  The timeline for this phase of the project will have the database available for beta testing in spring of 2006 and available to everyone by summer 2006.

_____________ is one of the schools selected to participate in this pilot project.  We hope that you will support participation by staff and students in testing the database and providing feedback to us.
If you have any questions or concerns about this project, please contact the project manager, Charlotte Fowles, Electronic Resources and Collection Development Librarian, Idaho State Library, cmfowles@isl.state.id.us, (208-334-2150 or toll-free (in Idaho) 800-458-3271). 
Sincerely,

Ann Joslin

State Librarian
