Dear Director _________                                 
The Idaho State Library is preparing to make Idaho state documents available through the Internet in a full-text searchable database.  This database will provide improved public access to a variety of state documents.  Not only will documents be easier to find in one location, but they will be easier to search, as metadata will be included for each document.

Pursuant to Statute 33-2505, this project is in keeping with our legal responsibility to distribute Idaho state documents.
33-2505.  STATE LIBRARIAN -- DEPOSITORY FOR PUBLIC DOCUMENTS -- DISTRIBUTION. 
It shall be the duty of the head of every agency, board, bureau, commission or department of the state of Idaho, including all state supported institutions of higher education in Idaho, to deposit with the librarian of the Idaho state library twenty (20) copies of all documents, reports, surveys, monographs, serial publications, compilations, pamphlets, bulletins, leaflets, circulars, maps, charts or broadsides of a public nature which it produces for public distribution. The deposit of information with the state librarian is intended to allow the information to be used and distributed to academic, regional, public, and special libraries in Idaho, the Library of Congress, and to others within the discretion of the state librarian.

The first phase of this project will involve copying selected existing electronic documents to the database.  While the initial phase will focus on the research needs of junior-senior high school students and teachers in the areas of social studies and government, it will be available to everyone.  Subsequent phases will expand the scope and add documents not currently available in electronic format.   
All documents in this database will be public documents available at no charge and free of copyright.  No agencies’ Web sites will be altered as a result of this project.  Some of your agency’s documents may be included in the database.  To meet standards for the highest quality of documents presented in the database, the Idaho State Library will need to procure a copy of the original electronic version of the documents chosen to be included in this database.  Although the pdf version available from your Web site can provide the content, the quality will improve if the original Word document can be used. 
Please provide us with a contact within your agency that we may speak with regarding the procurement of these electronic copies.  Our project manager is Charlotte Fowles, Electronic Resources Librarian, Idaho State Library, cmfowles@isl.state.id.us, 208-334-2150, ext. 227.
Thank you for your support in this project.

Sincerely,

Ann Joslin

State Librarian
