Every Child Ready to Read® 2

Talk and Read
Yes We Can!

Build Your Own Program:
Use the elements offered below to build your own program. Of course, you can use other books, rhymes, and activities of your choice as well.

What makes an ECRR Program?
In order to be an ECRR program there are some elements that must be included:

1. Focus on sharing information with adults so they may continue to build early literacy at home.
2. Include Golden Nuggets—see list below for guidelines.
3. Include time for adults to share what they learned and did with their children after the previous program.

4. Include activities during the program that involve adults and children together.
5. If possible, include Stay and Play time during which you will be offering added Golden Nuggets or emphasizing ones you mentioned during the program.
Early Literacy Highlights

Practices: Talking and Reading
Emphasized Components/Skills: Phonological Awareness, Print Awareness, Vocabulary, Background Knowledge—Print Motivation, Background Knowledge—Narrative Skills, Background Knowledge--Content (See Early Literacy and You: An Overview of Early Literacy for description of Practices and Skills)
The Program   ☼=required
Introduction:

Welcome to our Every Child Ready to Read storytime program. We are glad you all could be here today. It’s not too early or too late to help your child develop pre-reading skills to help them become readers in school. There are five practices that we can do with children to help them get ready for school. These are activities we are doing or can do with them every day—talking, singing, reading, writing and playing. In this program, we will focus on talking and reading. The WAY we do these activities support different aspects of later reading. 
Getting ready to read involves many skills. Some children learn these skills earlier and more quickly than other children, just like children learn to walk and talk at different ages. When you use the five practices, you can help your children learn important pre-reading skills that are appropriate for their age and interests. Don’t push your child. Do have fun with these activities every day so your child wants to do them again and again!
Opening Song (to the tune of Skip to My Lou adapted from Salt Lake City Public Library)
Every child ready to read

Every child ready to read

Every child ready to read

We are helping plant the seed. [or A strong foundation is what they need.]

Sing, talk, read, write, play

Sing, talk, read, write, play

Sing, talk, read, write, play

Growing readers day by day. 

Welcoming song or one using participant’s names. 

The more we read to together, together, together,
The more we read together, the happier we’ll be.

For your books are my books and my books are your books

The more we read together the happier we’ll be.

The more we sing to together, together, together,

The more we sing together, the happier we’ll be.

For your songs are my songs and my songs are your songs

The more we sing together the happier we’ll be.
The more we read to together, together, together,

The more we read together, the happier we’ll be.

For your books are my books and my books are your books

The more we read together the happier we’ll be.
☼Sharing Time

[Have plain paper and pencils/crayons available so that children can draw while you are talking to the adults.]

Let’s talk about what some of the things are that you enjoy doing with your child(ren). Children, what are some of the things you like to do with your parents/grandparents (whoever is caring for them). 
You have been your child’s teacher from the day he or she was born. You know more about your child than anyone else. This includes the best ways and times for your child to learn. 
Theme Talk:
Our theme today is Yes We Can! What are some of the things you can do, that you are proud of being able to do (adults and children can respond). 
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Adult Aside

The early years are a critical time to develop children’s vocabulary. To be ready to learn to read, most children need to have about 15,000 words in their listening vocabulary. That means they need to understand the meaning of about 15,000 words when they hear them. The best way to help children develop a large vocabulary is to talk and read with them. Talking about the past and about the future makes us use more different words. 
[Take a few minutes for families to have a conversation with their children about something they like to do together. What is something they remember doing together? What is something they might plan to do together?]

Having conversations around a book is one way to develop language. We are going to try it now with wordless books. 

☼Opening Activity

Share a wordless book in family groups. (Some title suggestions under Books section.)
I am passing out to you a wordless or nearly wordless book and I’d like you to take a few minutes to share them together in your family groups. 

[After a few minutes of reading and sharing the book together, ask the adults what they noticed in reading the book with their children. How is it different from reading a book with words? As you are talking with the adults, the children can continue to look at the book and/or have some drawing materials available to keep them occupied.]
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 [The following points should be made—either by comments from the adults, which should be taken first. If a point is not made by the adults, then you would make sure to give the information. You can use a wordless book of your choice to demonstrate.]

· Helps to build children’s listening and speaking skills (oral language skills)—children are listening to what 
you (the adult) is saying about the pictures and children are saying their own ideas about what is 
happening in the pictures. 

· Develops a child’s narrative skills because you are encouraging the child to tell the story

· Builds vocabulary when you (the adult) add more words to what the child says. Purposely adding words, synonyms or descriptive words that your child is not familiar with builds their vocabulary in a natural way. [Role play an example of this with the book you have chosen.]
· Encourages creative and critical thinking which helps with comprehension.
AND/OR
☼Book Picture Walk or Dialogic Reading Demonstration (depending on stages of children): [Dialogic Reading and the Book Picture Walk use similar techniques, asking what questions and open-ended questions, following the child’s lead, adding more information to what the child says. Dialogic reading talks more about each individual picture while with the book picture walk asks us to bring the child’s talk to the story in the book. For this reason, dialogic reading can start at a younger age, when the child does not yet need a sense of story sequence, although it can be used with older children as well. When choosing a book for a book picture walk, there should be a story plot.] 
Optional Handout: Sharing Books with Young Children

Read the title and author of the book. Choose a few pages of The Little Red Hen (available in Spanish—La gallinita roja ilustraciones por Lucinda McQueen or book of your choice) and talk about the pictures, do not read the text. Demonstrate using of what questions, open-ended questions, making connections to children’s experiences, allowing children to speak up, extending what they say, adding some new vocabulary words to what they say, asking what might happen next. Point out that you are not reading the text, but talking about the pictures. 
Now show Shared Book Reading: read the story using the words of the author, having children repeat words or phrases. 
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There are many ways we can share books with young children. Because they like to hear the same book over and over again, you have many opportunities to share the book in different ways, each one supporting different pre-reading skills. Having a child listen to the story with few interruptions develops their listening skills, while doing a book picture walk/dialogic reading develops their narrative skills, which helps them later understand what they read. Shared book reading helps them internalize the rhythm and words of the author which helps them understand how stories work, their structure. 

☼Use of Factual Books: 

[Choose a factual book that targets the preschool age-level. The book should have a table of contents and/or a (picture) glossary and/or an index. It should be on a topic of interest to young children.] Las Retroexcavadoras/Backhoes by Dan Osier (Rosen Publishing, 2014) 
[Share a factual book with the group. This means you can read the whole book or read a couple of pages, or point out some information from the book. You need not read the factual book from cover to cover.]
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Points to make while reading factual books:
· Children are naturally curious about the world around them and like to find out information 
about the world.
· When we share factual information with children, we help build their knowledge which will 


later help them understand what they read when they read about these topics in school.

  (     It is fun to share factual books with children because you can add information on the topic 

that YOU know 
and you can encourage children to tell you what they know and to ask 

questions as you discover together.
· If they ask you a question and you don’t know the answer, it is something you can discuss or try to find out together.
Books
You need not do all these aspects for every book. Pick and choose, making sure that you are making the connection to aspects of reading for whatever you choose to highlight. 
	Title
	Aspect to Highlight
	Golden Nugget or choose from the list of Golden Nuggets

	☼Dig, Dig, Digging by Margaret Mayo
[This book will be the giveaway this week.]
	Factual information mixed in with story
	Although this book is told in a story-like manner, there is some information about machines that is true. There are many books that combine story and facts. You can take this opportunity to point out interesting information to your children and to add information you know. 

This book has many words about the different ways machines move and how they sound. We will try to act them out or making the sounds (you can do during or after the book). By acting out the words, children gain a better understanding of what they mean. Then, when children later read these words themselves, they will understand what they are reading. 

	Biggest, Strongest, Fastest by Steve Jenkins 
	Importance of factual books
Print motivation

Background knowledge
	Information (the term non-fiction includes folklore and poetry) books are a great way to learn new words, as well as new information. Information books often have more complex vocabulary than other books. This helps children become more word conscious and interested in learning even more words.
Many children are more interested in factual books than in storybooks. It is important to read both kinds of books. Be sure to include factual books even if you don’t read them from cover to cover.

Children are naturally curious about the world. When we share facts about whatever they may be interested in, we help develop their general knowledge which will later help them understand what they read. 


	Lola at the Library or Lola Loves Stories by Anna McQuinn (Lola at the Library also in Tumblebooks)
	Library is here for you! We are here for you. Print motivation—enjoying books together.
	Here you see Lola and her Mom love sharing books together and coming to the library. Sometimes they go to storytime. We here in the library are here for you, anytime that you come or call. We are happy to help you choose books you and your children may enjoy together. We are also here to help you find any information you need or are interested in. (Can mention any of your services.)


	Title
	Aspect to Highlight
	Golden Nugget or choose from the list of Golden Nuggets

	Little Engine That Could by Watty Piper
	Vocabulary: rumble, passenger, berths, roundhouse, freight, weary

Sequencing: First passenger engine, second freight engine, third switching engine

What could they do—problem solving

Encourage imaginative thinking
	Before starting book: As we read this book, listen for words children might not hear in regular conversation with you. As you talk about the new words with your children, they will be better to understand the story and later to understand those words when they learn to read them. 

When children are learning to sound out words as they learn to read, it is easier for children to read words they have heard before.

Ask an open-ended question about what you think they can do after the first engine refuses to help. Let the children offer some possible solutions. Acknowledge them and then see what happens next. Parents, it is good to have children think of their own ideas and ways to solve a problem. Encouraging imaginative thinking also helps them understand and supports their creativity.

	Bear Wants More by Karma Wilson 
	Vocabulary: waddles, shoots, nibbles, blade, tromp, scamper

Repeated phrase: but the bear wants more! 

Capital letters—point out some words
	This book has lots of words about the different ways animals move. We will try to act them out (you can do during or after the book). By acting out the words, children gain a better understanding of what they mean. Then, when children later read these words themselves, they will understand what they are reading. 

This book has a repeated phrase, “But the bear wants more!” By having children join in with the repeated phrase, you help to keep their attention and make them part of the story. Helping your children have enjoyable times around books and reading goes a lot way when they are learning to read. When they have positive experiences around books and reading to remember, it helps them stick with learning to read even when it may be hard in school. 

Point to some of the words that are written in upper case letters and say the word a bit louder. From time to time pointing to the words on the page helps children understand that it is the words we are reading, not the pictures.  

	How Will We Get to the Beach? by Brigitte Luciani
	Repeated phrase: But something couldn’t go with them. What was it?
Pause for participants to join in the saying of the phrase or words.

Predicting
	Practice ahead of time: adults say the repeated phrase, “But something couldn’t go with them.” Children follow with the repeated phrase, “What was it?” 
Children can guess which animal can’t come and what vehicle might come next. 

As children notice the repeated phrase and the pattern of the book, they are learning how stories work. This will make it easier for them to both read and write stories when they are in school. 

	Does a Kangaroo Have a Mother Too? by Eric Carle
	Predictable book
	Predictable books, books that have a repeated phrase or pattern, engage children in “reading” before they actually learn to read as you have children repeat the phrase.


	(Wordless) Where’s Walrus?
	Talking, having conversations around books
	See Wordless Book reading at beginning of program

	(Wordless) Breakfast for Jack by Pat Schories
	Talking, having conversations around books
	See Wordless Book reading at beginning of program

	(almost wordless) Good Night! Gorilla by Peggy Rathman
	Talking, having conversations around books
	See Wordless Book reading at beginning of program


Activity Together during Program
	Activity
	Aspect to Highlight
	Golden Nugget or choose from the list of Golden Nuggets

	 [Ask parents to introduce their child to someone sitting next to them. Have the children shake hands.] 

If your child is old enough, show him or her how to introduce himself or herself to another child or an adult and shake hands. Have your child model what you do. If your child isn’t speaking yet, make the introductions for him or her. If your child is shy, introduce him or her to the person next to you and ask if they want to shake hands.
	Adults are role models to their children
	You have been your child’s teacher from the day he or she was born. You know more about your child than anyone else. This includes the best ways and times for your child to learn. Let’s try something. (activity)
You are tremendous role models, and children learn a lot just from watching you. If your children see that you think reading is important and enjoy it, they will follow your lead.

Children learn best by doing—and they love doing things with YOU.


Songs/Rhymes/Fingerplays
[Rhymes, Songs & Fingerplays will be given out this week. The CDs Best of Wee Sing and/or De Colores will be giveaways in Program #2.]

	Song/Rhyme/Fingerplay
	Aspect to Highlight
	Golden Nugget or choose from the list of Golden Nuggets

	If You’re Happy (Best of Wee Sing CD #2)
	Yes I Can theme
	

	Do Your Ears Hang Low (Best of Wee Sing CD #5)
	Yes I Can theme
	

	Eensy Weensy Spider (Best of Wee Sing CD #13)
	Yes I Can theme
	

	Looby Loo (Best of Wee Sing  CD #12)
	Yes I Can theme
	

	Baby Bumblebee (Best of Wee Sing CD #14)
	Yes I Can theme
	

	She’ll Be Comin’ Round the Mountain (Best of Wee Sing CD #18)
	Sequencing saying the actions in reverse order, adding an action each time
	Saying things in order helps children understand what comes first, second, third, last. In this case the actions are in reverse order, which makes it even more challenging. 

	I’ve Been Workin’ on the Railroad (Best of Wee Sing CD #29)
	Yes I Can theme
	

	Hokey Pokey (Best of Wee Sing CD #37)
	Yes I Can theme
	

	La araña pequeñita/Eeensy Weensy Spider (De Colores CD #9)
	Yes I Can theme
	

	Sana, sana/Sana, sana (De Colores CD #16)
	theme
	

	Touch Game in Rhymes, Songs & Fingerplays booklet from the Idaho Commission for Libraries
	Yes I Can theme
	

	1, 2, Buckle My Shoe in Rhymes, Songs & Fingerplays booklet from the Idaho Commission for Libraries
	Yes I Can theme
	

	Where Is Thumbkin?
	Yes I Can theme
	


.Play and Stay Activities: Choose these or develop activity stations of your choice to support the highlighted practices.
	Activity Station
	Aspect to Highlight
	Golden Nugget or choose from the list of Golden Nuggets

	Factual books

Display a variety of factual books. Have parents choose an information book and look at it with their children. Encourage parents to find something in the book of particular interest to their child, talk about words that are new to their child. Parents can add information they know. Parents should encourage children to add information they know and ask questions that come to mind. 
	Vocabulary

Content knowledge


	The more your child knows now about the world, the easier it will be for them to add new information to what they know and also to understand what they read in school. This is not hard to do since children are naturally curious. 

	Feeling Faces
Have mirrors to make faces and see what emotions look like—adults and children together!

http://www.nationalautismresources.com/facial-expressions-cards.html 
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/How-Do-You-Feel-emotional-awareness-activity-737026  $2.10
Ed Emberley’s Book of Faces

Talking about feelings, have some books where you can see feelings in faces of characters even if feeling is not mentioned in the text. 

Make paper plate and tongue depressor faces of feelings
	Words for feelings
	Talking about feelings is one way to build your child’s vocabulary. We often find it easier to talk about the basic feelings like happy, sad, angry. However, it is important to talk about other feelings as well, not only so that children understand the words, but also because being able to identify feelings also helps them regulate or handle their feelings in a positive way. It has also been shown that children who can identify their own feelings are more likely to show empathy towards others. (See handout: Words for Feelings)

	Make Puppets to retell a story—use paper bags,  paper cups, paper plates, construction paper, etc.
	Retell stories
	Retelling stories helps children understand how stories work which will later help them understand the stories they read.

	Talking Time Around Books:  If you did not do both sharing a wordless book and doing a book picture walk/dialogic reading in the program itself, offer the one you did not demonstrate at this station. Use the information above from the program to convey to adults.
	Conversations,

Vocabulary and background knowledge
	See information in program above

	Ten Chances to Chat: Ask parents to think of “10 chances to chat” during the day. This will make them aware of how to fit in conversation. Chances to chat include while you are getting dressed in the morning, eating breakfast, riding in the car, walking from the car to a store, playing together, doing chores, taking a bath, going to bed, at the laudomat, while cooking,  and saying goodnight.

Have a parent pick an event, like a birthday party. Ask them to talk to their child about the event. If a child does not yet talk or is an early talker, model how the parent can ask and answer questions to have a “conversation” with the child. Parent: “Do you remember what kind of cake we had at your birthday party?” Pause. “Yes, we had two kinds of cake, chocolate and lemon. Your favorite was chocolate.”
Make your own ‘minders’: Use post-its, paper and sticky magnets or other materials for parents to make their own reminders of ways they may support their children’s language development. Post-it on the car dashboard to remember to . . . 

Children can use materials to write down things they may want to remember.
	Vocabulary and background knowledge
	As you can see there are so many opportunities to “grow your child’s language,” ways that do not take too much time and make a difference in their language development and in being ready to learn to read in school!


	Activity Station
	Aspect to Highlight
	Golden Nugget or choose from Golden Nuggets list


	Make your own TV story—shoe box, 2 paper towel rolls or pencils, scissors, paper, tape

http://sloppycopymommy.blogspot.com/2013/08/hours-of-entertainment-shoebox-tv.html 

http://www.teachercreated.com/blog/pics/Shoebox%20Television.pdf  (pencils better than straws; cut regular paper rather than calculator tape so parents will not think they have to go out and buy calculator tape)
	Retelling stories

Make up stories
	Retelling stories helps children understand how stories work which will later help them understand the stories they read.

	Cube Storystarters—pictures on a cubic Kleenex box. 

Use cube-like Kleenex boxes. Cut out or make pictures where something is happening, one for each of the six sides of the box.

Roll the cube and start the story using the picture that shows up. Next person builds on the story. Take turns rolling the cube and being the starter. (better with older preschoolers)
	Retell stories

Make up stories
	When children are encouraged to make up stories, they are talking about things that are not in the “here and now.” That means they have to imagine things not present which adds many more possibilities for new words. 

	Word Jar/Box: To make a word jar, have baby food jars, lids, tissue box, and slips of paper for children and parents. They can take their word jars/boxes home, and add more words. Alternatively, describe the activity, and suggest parents try it at home.

Photo Captions: Give each parent/child pair a sheet of paper on which you’ve glued a magazine photo. Have parents and children think of a caption for the photo. Parents can write the caption or help their child do this.]
	Vocabulary

	Make a book of your child’s favorite words. Or make a word jar. Write new words on slips of paper and collect them in a jar. Ask your child if some of the words “belong together” and group them. For example, group the names of animals, people, places, feelings, etc.

Write captions for pictures or drawings. Ask your child what he or she wants the caption to say. Talk about how the caption relates to the drawing. Add a word or two that is less familiar to your child.

	Tumblebook Demonstration:  Lola at the Library (also in Spanish Lola en la biblioteca, and Burro’s Tortillas 
Lola at the Library, Lola en la biblioteca also in print
	Help families become familiar with library resources/Tumblebooks
	There are many ways to share books and to interact around books, print books and electronic books. Let’s see what Tumblebooks has for us. 

	Get Ready to Read Scanning Tool:

www.getreadytoread.org/screening-tools/grtr-screening-tool/the-tool 

Activities and activity cards:  www.getreadytoread.org/skill-building-activities 
	Early literacy
	Would you like to see if your four-year-old is on track to having the skills to sound out words when he learns to read? This tool offers some questions you and your child do together and then it tells you right away how your child is doing.  I also offers some activities you can do together to make sure your child is entering school ready to learn how to decode words. Of course, children also need a good vocabulary and knowledge about their world, all things we are talking about in these workshops. 

	Videoclips for discussion: from ECRR2 
Talking at a Restaurant:

http://www.everychildreadytoread.org/sites/default/files/MrsBandAntonio.wmv 

Denny & Tanner, ways of talking
http://www.everychildreadytoread.org/sites/default/files/Denny_and_Tanner.wmv
Stretching language, toddler—vocabulary

http://www.everychildreadytoread.org/sites/default/files/Stretching_Language_toddler.wmv 

Interactive reading:

http://www.everychildreadytoread.org/sites/default/files/Pretend_Reading_toddler.wmv 

Fred Rogers Early Learning Environment video on talking: 
http://ele.fredrogerscenter.org/activity/talking-together-techniques?page=1  (others are available here)
	Supporting talking and reading together
	Show videos and have parents discuss ways they do or will support rich talk and reading interactively at home. 


Take Home
Today, I am happy to be able to give you two items to take home with you. The first is the rhyming booklet called Rhymes, Songs, & Fingerplays which includes rhyme(s) we did today. Also, the book Dig, Dig, Digging by Margaret Mayo. There are so many ways to share this book with your children over and over again.

Rhyming Booklet—Rhymes, Songs & Fingerplays  
Book—Dig, Dig, Digging
I also have a handout you and your children can do together. There is space for you to jot down how you and your children talked and read together and for your child to draw a picture after you read Dig, Dig Digging together. (If you want, you may mention that you’ll be using this handout for a bit of discussion at the next program.)
Highlight: Get Ready to Read Screening Tool: decoding skills National Center for Learning Disabilities, Inc.
http://www.getreadytoread.org/screening-tools/grtr-screening-tool/the-tool 


Golden Nuggets: 
Here are some suggestions for golden nuggets. Feel free to reword them, expand on them or add your own information as long as the ideas are conveyed to the adults, making the connection to later reading.

Include at least one golden nugget from each of these areas:
· Importance of Talking

· Ways of Talking

· Reading

· Interactive Reading

· Factual Books

· Supporting at Home for Reading and Talking 
Importance of Talking

· One of the most important skills is vocabulary or knowing what words mean. You can help your children increase their listening and speaking vocabulary. A listening vocabulary includes the words children understand when you speak to them. A speaking vocabulary includes the words children use when they talk. A child’s listening vocabulary is usually much larger than his or her speaking vocabulary. 
· Knowing the meaning of many spoken words will help your children understand what written words mean once they start reading. A large and rich vocabulary is strongly related to a child’s reading ability. The more spoken words a child knows, the more printed words he or she will be able to recognize and read. A large listening and spoken vocabulary makes it easier for a child to connect a written word to its meaning.

· The early years are a critical time to develop children’s vocabulary. To be ready to learn to read, most children need to have about 15,000 words in their listening vocabulary. That means they need to understand the meaning of about 15,000 words when they hear them. The best way to help children develop a large vocabulary is to talk and read with them.

· If English is not your first language, speak to your child in the language you know best. This allows you to explain things to your child more fluently. Your child will be able to translate what he or she knows later, rather than having to learn both the concept and the English word at the same time.

· Talking is one of the best ways for children to learn new words; and the more words your children know the easier it will be for them to sound out words and to understand what they read when they learn to read.

Ways of Talking 
· Labeling games are just right for young children and a wonderful way to learn words. Babies love playing, “Where is your nose? Where are your toes?”  Older children love to label things, too. As you go through your day, label objects and events in your child’s world. For example, “Look, Nina is on the wavy slide. What do we have at home that’s wavy?” 
· Label feelings as well as things. “How did you feel when you went down the slide?” Talking about feelings is one way to build your child’s vocabulary. We often find it easier to talk about the basic feelings like happy, sad, angry. However, it is important to talk about other feelings as well, not only so that children understand the words, but also because being able to identify feelings also helps them regulate or handle their feelings in a positive way. It has also been shown that children who can identify their own feelings are more likely to show empathy towards others. (See handout: Words for Feelings)
· Talk about what you’re doing as you go through your day. Ask your child questions, listen to the answers, and then ask another question based on what your child said.
· One way to talk about words is by putting them in groups. You might have a word jar with words and pictures of words on slips of paper, or you might have some different toys or other items that your child is playing with. Talk about the different categories of words—some are about feelings, some are things, some might be places. For the toys or other items, maybe some are cooking utensils, some are vehicles, some may be farm animals, others are wild animals, and so on. Grouping items helps with vocabulary and with abstract thinking and understanding.
· Children’s language and vocabulary grow through day-to-day interactions and experiences. Talking with the important people in their lives is one of the best ways for children to learn new words.
· Use new words and use different words to express the same idea. “Remember when we went to the park yesterday? We’re going to make the identical trip today. We’ll do all the same things and repeat all the fun we had.”
· One way children learn vocabulary is from listening to stories. They listen to understand what is being said, which helps them learn new words and their meaning. Stories aren’t found just in books. You can tell stories about your day, your memories from growing up, or something about your child’s life. 

· Speak to your child often during the day and try to use many different words to express your ideas. Children love to imitate, and they will try to imitate your speech.

· As you talk and explain what a new word means, you help your child increase vocabulary and general background knowledge. This will help your child understand more when he or she begins to read.
· Retelling stories helps children understand how stories work which will later help them understand the stories they read.
· Explaining a word or two or adding a new word or two while sharing books is one good way to build your child’s vocabulary and background knowledge, both of which will help them later understand what they will read.
· When children are encouraged to make up stories, they are talking about things that are not in the “here and now.” That means they have to imagine things not present which adds many more possibilities for new words.
· You can use wordless picture books and make up a story together with your child. One of the wonderful things about telling stories with a wordless book is that the story is never told in exactly the same way. With wordless books, you can develop imagination along with language and vocabulary skills.

· Sharing wordless books helps to build children’s listening and speaking skills (oral language skills)—children are listening to what you (the adult) is saying about the pictures and children are saying their own ideas about what is happening in the pictures. 

· Sharing wordless books develops a child’s narrative skills because you are encouraging the child to tell the story. This helps them later to understand what they read. It also develops their sense of story, how stories work.
· When you share wordless books with your children you can build your children’s vocabulary when you add more words to what the child says. Purposely adding words, synonyms or descriptive words. that your child is not familiar with builds their vocabulary in a natural way. [Role play an example of this with a wordless book or a picture.]
· Talking about what happens in a wordless book encourages your child’s creative and critical thinking which helps with comprehension.

Reading
· A child’s interest in reading is an important predictor of later reading achievement.

· The early years are a critical time to develop children’s vocabulary. To be ready to learn to read, most children need to have about 15,000 words in their listening vocabulary. That means they need to understand the meaning of about 15,000 words when they hear them. The best way to help children develop a large vocabulary is to talk and read with them.

· There are many ways we can share books with young children. Because they like to hear the same book over and over again, you have many opportunities to share the book in different ways, each one supporting different pre-reading skills. Having a child listen to the story with few interruptions develops their listening skills, while doing a book picture walk/dialogic reading develops their narrative skills, which helps them later understand what they read. Shared book reading helps them internalize the rhythm and words of the author which helps them understand how stories work, their structure.
· Books have many more rare words than we use in normal conversation with young children. Rare words are those that are not used very often. However children’s picture books have about three times as many rare words as we use in daily conversation; so when we read books with young children they are hearing more different words than they would just by listening to us. Reading books together is one good way to “grow” your child’s vocabulary.
Interactive Reading
· Shared reading is valuable because your child has your full attention, and you are enjoying the experience together.

· Shared reading develops a love of reading and an appreciation of books. Children who enjoy being read to, are more likely to want to learn to read themselves.
· No matter what your child’s age, reading together with your child—or shared reading—is the single most important activity that you can do to help your child get ready to read.  
· Books are a wonderful way to spend time talking and learning new words. As you read a story, stop and consider interesting words—have a conversation about them. Let your child have the opportunity to ask questions and make comments. It is the interaction with you that makes reading so special and important.

· Children learn many more new words from books than they do from everyday conversation. Hearing these “rarer” or less common words is very important to developing a large vocabulary. Remember, knowing many words means a child will be better prepared to learn to read.

· As you talk and explain what a new word means, you help your child increase vocabulary and general background knowledge. This will help your child understand more when he or she begins to read.

· Predictable books, books that have a repeated phrase or pattern, engage children in “reading” before they actually learn to read as you have children repeat the phrase. 
· Predictable books encourage reading together as children will repeat the easily learned patterns with you as you read.

· When you come to a predictable line, use your voice and hand motions to encourage your child to read along with you. They are learning how stories work and are enjoying reading with you.
Factual/Informational Books (non-fiction includes folklore and poetry)
· Children are naturally curious about the world around them and like to find out information 
about the world.

· When we share factual information with children, we help build their knowledge which will later help them understand what they read when they read about these topics in school.
· It is fun to share factual books with children because you can add information on the topic 
that YOU know and you can encourage children to tell you what they know and to ask questions as you discover together.
· If they ask you a question and you don’t know the answer, it is something you can discuss or try to find out together. 
· Children learn many more new words from books than they do from everyday conversation. Hearing these “rarer” or less common words is very important to developing a large vocabulary. Knowing many words means a child will be better prepared to learn to read.

· As you talk and explain what a new word means, you help your child increase vocabulary and general background knowledge. This will help your child understand more when he or she begins to read.
· Information books are a great way to learn new words, as well as new information. Information books often have more complex vocabulary than other books. This helps children become more word conscious and interested in learning even more words. 

· Children keep building on what they already know, so the more they know about the world by the time they enter school, the easier it is for them to learn more. But quizzing children on facts might dampen their desire to learn. By reading books on topics of interest and sharing the information you know, you can keep learning exciting so they will want to learn more.
· Many children are more interested in factual books than in storybooks. It is important to read both kinds of books. Be sure to have factual books available even if you don’t read them from cover to cover.

· Children are naturally curious about the world. When we share facts about whatever they may be interested in, we help develop their general knowledge which will later help them understand what they read.
· The more your child knows now about the world, the easier it will be for them to add new information to what they know and also to understand what they read in school. This is not hard to do since children are naturally curious.
Support at Home for Talking and Reading, Vocabulary, Background Knowledge, Print Awareness
· Developing early literacy skills now will make it easier for your child to learn to read when he or she starts school.

· Remember, your home is a learning zone. You don’t need expensive toys. What your child needs is YOU! You to guide them as they learn about their world, as they learn about writing, and print and letters, as well as stories you tell and read. 
· There are many ways you can support pre-reading skills as you talk with your children throughout the day. The little things you take time to do, purposely using big words, taking time to listen what your child has to say, taking time to tell your child a story or talk about what you are doing as you are cooking, they all add up to stronger language for your child before they get to school and are formally taught to read.

· When you share books with children you can point to the words in the title or in a repeated phrase. This helps them understand that you are reading the words, not the pictures. As they see that the written words are the words we say, they are gaining print awareness which they need to learn to read. 

· You can mention the title, the author and the illustrator of the book, and what the author and illustrator do for the book. Children are learning how books work. 
· Sometimes words in books or on signs are written in interesting letters that help us understand the meaning of the word or how to say it (load for big, thick letters and quietly for tiny letters, for example.) Pointing out that you are getting an idea of how to read the word from the way it looks on the page helps children develop print awareness.

· Don’t worry if you don’t get through a whole book at one sitting. Do your best to make the book enjoyable for your child, making sure s/he has your full attention.  If it doesn’t seem to be working, listen to what your child is thinking about and see if you can be more interactive around the book. If it still doesn’t work, put the book away and read it again or try a different book later. We are always here to talk with you about ways to help reading together be enjoyable for you and your children.
· We are always here to help you find ways you and your children can enjoy reading together. We can help you find books you and your children will enjoy, talk about ways to keep their attention, and ways to keep them involved. We love to hear what you do with your children as you help them learn.  
Every Child Ready to Read® 2

Talk and Read

Yes We Can!

Sample Program

Introduction:

Welcome to our Every Child Ready to Read storytime program. We are glad you all could be here today. It’s not too early or too late to help your child develop pre-reading skills to help them become readers in school. There are five practices that we can do with children to help them get ready for school. These are activities we are doing or can do with them every day—talking, singing, reading, writing and playing. In this program, we will focus on talking and reading. Even though you already do these activities with your children, HOW we do these activities makes a difference in helping them enter school ready to read. 

Getting ready to read and write involves many skills. Some children learn these skills earlier and more quickly than other children, just like children learn to walk and talk at different ages. When you use the five practices, you can help your children learn important pre-reading skills that are appropriate for their age and interests. Don’t push your child. Do have fun with these activities every day so your child wants to do them again and again!

Opening Song (to the tune of Skip to My Lou adapted from Salt Lake City Public Library)
Every child ready to read

Every child ready to read

Every child ready to read

We are helping plant the seed. [or A strong foundation is what they need.]

Sing, talk, read, write, play

Sing, talk, read, write, play

Sing, talk, read, write, play

Growing readers day by day. 

Sharing Time

[Have plain paper and pencils/crayons available so that children can draw while you are talking to the adults.]

Let’s talk about what some of the things are that you enjoy doing with your child(ren). Children, what are some of the things you like to do with your parents/grandparents (whoever is caring for them). 

You have been your child’s teacher from the day he or she was born. You know more about your child than anyone else. This includes the best ways and times for your child to learn. 

Theme Talk

Our theme today is Yes We Can! What are some of the things you can do, that you are proud of being able to do (adults and children can respond). 

Adult Aside

The early years are a critical time to develop children’s vocabulary. To be ready to learn to read, most children need to have about 15,000 words in their listening vocabulary. That means they need to understand the meaning of about 15,000 words when they hear them. The best way to help children develop a large vocabulary is to talk and read with them.
[Take a few minutes for families to have a conversation about what they would like to be able to do but don’t or can’t. Have adults ask the question and listen as their children respond. See if the children can ask and listen as the adult responds.]

Having conversations around a book is one way to develop language. We are going to try it now with wordless books. 

Opening Activity

Wordless Book

Share a wordless book in family groups. (Some title suggestions under Books section.)

I am passing out to you a wordless or nearly wordless book and I’d like you to take a few minutes to share them together in your family groups. 

[After a few minutes of reading and sharing the book together, ask the adults what they noticed in reading the book with their children. How is it different from reading a book with words? As you are talking with the adults, the children can continue to look at the book and/or have some drawing materials available to keep them occupied. Use flipchart to record responses if you like.]

 [Use Where’s Walrus? by Stephen Savage (or one of your choice) to make the following points should be made—either by comments from the adults, which should be taken first. If a point is not made by the adults, then give the information and example using your book.] 

Adult Aside:

· Helps to build children’s listening and speaking skills (oral language skills)—children 
are listening to what you (the adult) is saying about the pictures and children are 
saying 
their own ideas about what is happening in the pictures. 

· Develops a child’s narrative skills because you are encouraging the child to tell the story

· Builds vocabulary when you (the adult) add more words to what the child says. Purposely adding words, synonyms or descriptive words that your child is not familiar with builds their vocabulary in a natural way. 

· Encourages creative and critical thinking which helps with comprehension.

In Where’s Walrus, Walrus can do so many things! He can camouflage or hide himself from the zookeeper, he can dance, put out fires, draw, and dive from a diving board. What are some things that you can do? 

Action Song

Let’s have a stretch and see some of the things you can do to this song:

If You’re Happy and You Know It or Hokey Pokey (Best of Wee Sing CD)

[Add more motions, some more challenging than others.]

Factual Book

People can do lots of things, and so can machines. Our next book is about backhoes. Las Retroexcavadoras/Backhoes by Dan Osier 

What do you think a backhoe is used for? (Show picture) 

[Point out table of contents to introduce them to what is in the book. Depending on the group, read the whole book or read a couple of pages, or point out some information from the book.]
Adult Aside
· I find that it is fun to share factual books with children because often the children give 
you more information on the topic, and of course, you can add information on the 
topic that YOU know. The more children know about their world by the time they enter school, the easier it will be for them to learn more because they build on what they already know. It will also be easier for them to understand what they read. 

Book

Our next book is called Dig, Dig, Digging by Margaret Mayo. Guess what! The very first machine in this book is the backhoe! This book has a nice little rhythm to it, so we are going to clap to the rhythm of the words and sing the book. [Get the rhythm going first, having them clap. They need not say all the words; you will say the words to their clapping rhythm. They can all say the repeated phrase “They can work all day.” Practice enough at first so everyone is “with” you. You do not need to do every page. Choose which ones and how many pages you want to do according to the group. Be sure to use the last page.]


Adult Aside

Predictable books, like this one with a repeated phrase, which we repeated all together help children see the patterns in books and help them understand how stories work. 

Extension Activity

Everyone stands up. As you use some of the words for each item, encourage families to make motions and sounds of the machines you read about. 

Adult Aside

This book has many words about the different ways machines move and how they sound. We will try to act them out or making the sounds (you can do during or after the book). By acting out the words, children gain a better understanding of what they mean. Then, when children later read these words themselves, they will understand what they are reading.

Book

A Splendid Friend, Indeed by Suzanne Bloom or Lola at the Library by Anna McQuinn

Our last book shares the joys of reading and writing, which is so important for children when they learn to read and writing. When children are taught to read and write in school, it can be difficult. So giving them enjoyable experiences around reading and writing helps them stick with learning to read longer even if it is difficult. 

Read book.

Stay and Play: Choose play and stay activities of your choice from list in Build Your Own Program or use our own ideas.
Take Home:  

Today, I am happy to be able to give you two items to take home with you. The first is the rhyming booklet called Rhymes, Songs, & Fingerplays which includes rhyme(s) we did today. Also, the book Dig, Dig, Digging by Margaret Mayo. There are so many ways to share this book with your children over and over again.

Rhyming Booklet—Rhymes, Songs & Fingerplays  
Book—Dig, Dig, Digging

I also have a handout you and your children can do together. There is space for you to jot down how you and your children talked and read together and for your child to draw a picture after you read Dig, Dig Digging together. (If you want, you may mention that you’ll be using this handout for a bit of discussion at the next program.)
Highlight: Get Ready to Read Screening Tool: decoding skills National Center for Learning Disabilities, Inc.

http://www.getreadytoread.org/screening-tools/grtr-screening-tool/the-tool 


Adult Aside: 

We are always here to help you find ways you and your children can enjoy talking and reading together. We can help you find books you and your children will enjoy, talk about ways to keep their attention, and ways to keep them involved. We love to hear what you do with your children as you help them learn.  

Closing Song (to the tune of Skip to My Lou adapted from Salt Lake City Public Library)
Every child ready to read

Every child ready to read

Every child ready to read

We are helping plant the seed. [or A strong foundation is what they need.]

Sing, talk, read, write, play

Sing, talk, read, write, play

Sing, talk, read, write, play

Growing readers day by day. 
Thank you all for coming! See you next time.
Prepared by Saroj Ghoting 2014 for Idaho Commission for Libraries based on Every Child Ready to Read and using books available in English and Spanish
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