         Why Share Music With Your Child?
· Music is critical to the development of language and listening skills.
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Music activities can help expand vocabulary and improve

attention span, concentration, and memory.

· Sharing songs is one good way of sharing language and

different cultures with your child.   
· Listening is an important “musical” skill.  Help our child learn by making a game of listening by repeating 

words, sounds and rhythms.   
· Music can be mood-altering.  If you want to make routine activities more enjoyable or help calm children, music can help!
Tips for parents
· Play all kinds of music:  classical, pop, country, folk, jazz, bluegrass,

reggae, opera, and music from other cultures
· The best way to share songs with young children is to relax and enjoy

singing with them.  Sing at any time or anywhere.  
· Show your child different musical instruments.  If possible have instruments, 

or create homemade instruments, for your child to play with and experiment
with.
· Help your child recognize when his voice is low or high or loud or soft.  Never criticize a child who is not singing in tune.     
· Listening is the most valuable “musical” skill a child can acquire.  Make a game
of listening to and repeating words, rhythms or sounds.   
· Encourage your child to move in their own way to the sound of music.

· Develop a stash of “family” songs.  They might range from pop tunes to
favorite folk songs.  Teach your child songs you remember from your own childhood.
     Your local public library has additional music books and tapes available. Make
     regular trips to your library to stock up on great materials for your family.
Making Your Own Musical Instruments
Making musical instruments with your child is not only fun, but is also educational, creative and emotionally satisfying.  Making something of his own gives your preschooler a feeling of pride.  After you and your child have constructed the 

Musical instruments, you can take the experience a step further and use what you have created to make music together.
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· Drum — coffee can or other can with lid.
· Maracas — juice cans filled with rice or beans seal with paper and tape.
· Tambourine — two aluminum pie pans on top of each other, 
punch holes around edges and string together.
· Rhythm Sticks — two wooden spoons

· Bells — sew jingle bells to pieces of materials.

· Shaker — One or the easiest rhythm instruments to make is a shaker.  This will require two Styrofoam cups, a handful of rice into one of the decorated cups, put the other cup on top, and securely tape the two cups together with masking tape.  Now they are ready to shake away!

“Five and six year olds love to play with language and delight in creating rhymes and learning choruses with nonsense syllables. Children of this age enjoy having their

own tape recorders. A wide variety of children’s tapes are available at the public

library. Attending children’s concerts or watching them together on television are wonderful ways to build positive musical experiences”—From the Parents’ & Teachers Guide to Helping young Children Learn: Creative Ideas from 35 Respected Experts, Edited by Betty Farber, M. Ed.

As in all play, the best interactions take place when we’re close together and facing

Each other, so that our child sees the action at the same time as hearing the words that describe the action. This richness of information helps our child understand, remember, and later use the new gestures or words.

Five types of musical encounters 

every child should have
Listening:  Children will sit and listen to music if it’s fun.  Because learning to listen is so important, you can make a game of listening for something
specific in the music.  For example in Prokofeiv’s Peter and the Wolf, each character is represented by a different instrument:  Peter, the little boy, is depicted by a violin, while other characters are identified by the sounds of other instruments.  Your child will enjoy identifying each character by the instrument being played.  On a simpler level, you could ask your child to tell
you if the music is soft or loud, slow or fast. 

“Statues” is an excellent activity that emphasizes both movement and listening.  Suggest that the children move in any way they like while the music is playing.  They have to listen carefully because when the music stops the children must freeze into statues and stay that way until the music begins again. (You, the parent, control the pause button on the tape or CD player.)  Each time you play Statues, use a song with a different “feel” (a march, a waltz, rock and roll) to expose your child to musical styles.

Singing:  Most children love to sing and often break into spontaneous song.  When that happens, encourage them by joining in.  Adding hand motions and other actions also make a contribution, by enhancing listening and adding greater meaning to lyrics. Where Is Thumbkin? And I’m A Little Teapot are excellent examples. The car is a great place for singing activities. Whether it be songs that your child learned in preschool, or songs you remember from your own childhood, sing-a-longs are a fun way to experience music and 

ensure a pleasant ride!

Playing:  This category involves exploring all the different sounds that your child is exposed to daily: in the home, on the street, at a shopping mall, in the park. It also involves the playing of instruments: bells, toy drums and xylophones, even pots and pans. All contribute to the child’s overall music education and provide an awareness of sound that can enrich daily living.  
So, if your child has the inclination to test the sounds made by pots and 
pans, or to pound the piano keys, try to wait it out. Or, better yet, join in the fun!
Creating:  Whether your children are inventing songs, experimenting with sounds, or making up dances, they are creating on a musical level.  And, any 
time you offer your encouragement, you’re promoting creativity.  Ask, your 
child to contribute new actions/feelings to the song If You’re Happy and You
Know It.  Occasionally when there’s music playing in the house and there are 
no distractions, ask your child if the music reminds her of anything.  Does it 

make her feel happy or sad:  Does it remind her of a certain animal or
character?  If so, ask her to show you what that emotion animal or

character looks like-using her face, hands or whole body.
Moving:  It is practically impossible to think of music and movement 
separately.  Young children respond to music with their whole bodies.  When children tiptoe to soft ballet music, stamp their feet to loud marching music, 
move in slow motion to Bach’s Air on the G-String or rapidly to Rimsky-
Korkakov’s Flight of the Bumblebee, they are experiencing the music on a
variety of levels.  Not only are they listening, but they are using their bodies, minds, and spirits to express and create.  And, because they are using more than one sense, what they learn will make a lasting impression.
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More Tips and Ideas





Ideas for Musical Instruments









