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Dear Parent or Guardian,

Your child has received a free book today as a part of the Idaho Commission for Libraries’ and your local library’s My First Books program. Your child will receive a free book each month from October through May as part of the program, to keep for their very own. 

The goals of the My First Books program are to:

· Increase children’s access to books by building a home library.

· Issue more library cards to families and increase family use of the local library.

· Help parents and caregivers become more aware of skills children should develop before they learn to read, in order to help them when it is time to learn to read and write later on. (The books you receive are meant to read with your child; not for your child to read independently.)

· Share ideas and activities for parents to do at home to help their children develop these critical early skills.

Along with the free book, each month your child will bring home a parent newsletter called The Bookworm. This newsletter shares information about how you can help your child develop specific early literacy skills, and contains suggestions for other good books to read and fun activities to try at home. 

Also, at some point during the school year your library will offer a special reading event just for My First Books families. The event will be packed with great information about helping your child become a reader, so you’ll want to mark your calendars when you receive the time and date. 

And, of course, we hope you will find time to visit your library and meet the wonderful people who work there. The library has many free resources for families, and staff can find the perfect book for your child’s age and interests. 
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We hope you enjoy reading these high-quality books with your child and sharing special time together! 

Look for this label on the books your child brings home to keep:
Sincerely,

The Read to Me Staff, Idaho Commission for Libraries
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