
If You Ever Want to 

Take an Alligator to 

School, Don’t! by  

Elise Parsley 

If your teacher tells you to bring something 

from nature for show-and-tell, she does not 

want you to bring an alligator! But nothing 

will stop Magnolia, who's determined to 

have the best show-and-tell of all--until the 

naughty reptile starts getting her into some 

major trouble.  

This is the first book in the Magnolia Says 

No series; look for other books in the series 

at your local library: 

 

If You Ever Want to Take a Piano  

to the Beach, Don’t! 

 

If You Ever Want to Take a Circus  

to the Library, Don’t! 
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Kindergarten 

Did you know... Read 

Choose Books 

Here’s how... 

Books that develop awareness of print: 

• Books with lots of punctuation marks 

• Books with signs, lists, labels, menus, 

charts, instructions, etc., as part of the 

illustrations 

• Books in which characters are using 

print in different ways, such as writing a 

letter, or making a checklist 

• Books with speech or thought bubbles 

• Recipe books 

Children’s writing skills develop over time and 

each at their own rate. Skills typically develop in 

this order: 

 Random scribbles 

 Controlled scribbles 

 Drawing to communicate 

 Writing to tell a story– as told to an adult 

 Letter-like forms to tell a story 

 Creative spelling– they spell words how they 

think they sound 

 Correct spelling and writing of words 

Encourage your child to write for a variety of 

different purposes. 

 Writing thank you notes or describing an 

activity are a fun way to start. These can be 

written in an email or stamped letter. 

 Ask your child to create lists that will help them 

or the family. They can make lists for: 

• Going to the grocery store 

• Errands to run 

• Tasks that need to be done inside or 

outside the house 

• Gifts they would like to be given for 

special occasions 

 Collect materials for your child to use as they 

practice writing, such as paper, envelopes, and 

writing tools. Create a special place for these 

writing materials, such as a drawer or box. 



Talk 

Write 

Play 

Sing 

At your library... 

Find more “Bookworms” at https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/bookworm/. Funding for this project is made possible by the Idaho Commission for Libraries’ Read to Me  program, and the 

U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services under a provision of the Library Services and Technology Act. Printed 2020  

Your library, in cooperation with the Idaho 

Commission for Libraries, now offers free 

“storytimes online” every day of the year. Each 

day features an online book to read with your 

child, as well as songs, rhymes, fingerplays, 

videos, crafts, and other activities that you can 

access from a computer, device, or smartphone.  

Children this age often don’t know how to spell 

the words they want to write. Instead of telling 

them how to spell the word, you can help them 

become stronger writers by asking them what 

sounds they hear, and ask what letter or group 

of letters might make that sound. It’s ok if they 

aren’t exactly perfect. If children become too 

anxious about the need to spell words accurately 

at this age, it can prevent them from being 

creative or wanting to write longer sentences or 

stories.  

To help your child learn the best way to hold and 

move a pencil on paper, put an old three-ring 

binder on the table and tape the 

paper to it. This creates a slant 

and helps your child move their 

wrist in the right motion. 

This Old Man 

This old man, he played one, 

He played knick knack with his thumb, 

With a knick, knack, paddy whack, 

Give the dog a bone; 

This old man came rolling home. 

This old man, he played two, 

He played knick knack on my shoe, 

With a knick, knack, paddy whack, 

Give the dog a bone, 

This old man came rolling home. 

Continue singing with these verses: 

 Three, on his knee 

Four, on the door  

Five, on my hive  

Six, with his sticks  

Seven, up to heaven 

Eight, on my gate 

Nine, on my spine 

Ten, all over again 

See a version of this song at 

http://tinyurl.com/RIF-oldman 

Fingerplay: Five Little Monkeys 

Five little monkeys swinging in a tree (hold up 

five fingers and bounce them) 

Teasing Mr. Crocodile: You can’t catch me! You 

can’t catch me! (point and shake index finger) 

Along came Mr. Crocodile, quiet as can be (make 

crocodile jaws with hand) 

And— snap! (clap hands) He snatched the 

monkey right out of the tree.* 

Four little monkeys swinging in the tree… 

(Continue counting down 4, 3, 2, 1…) 

No little monkeys swinging in a tree, and away 

swims Mr. Crocodile, as full as he can be! 

https://tinyurl.com/wccls-5monkeys 

*For a happy ending after Snap!, the monkeys can say, “You missed 

me!” Then the crocodile swims away as mad as can be. 


