Idaho Talking Book Service

By Sue Walker

Encouraging students to read can be a challenge—especially if the
student has a difficult time reading print due to a physical barrier such
as low vision or the inability to hold a book or turn the pages. Dyslexia
is another significant reading barrier. Audiobooks can be an effective
tool to surmount barriers to reading, but the high cost and limited
selection is a problem for many.

The Idaho Talking Book Service overcomes all these barriers for those
who qualify by providing free access to audiobooks in several ways.
Audiobooks and magazines are mailed free to users anywhere in the
state and are played on an easy-to-use player that is provided to pa-
trons as part of the service. Users with access to high speed internet
can download titles to listen to on their players or on their own per-
sonal devices. There are thousands of titles for all ages in many lan-
guages. The collection does not include textbooks, but many titles
supplement class assignments. The variety of titles allows students to
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discover new genres and experience the joy of reading without the
struggle. Check out the Kids Zone catalog of titles specifically for pre-
school through eighth grade or the Talking Book Service catalog to see
the range of available titles.

Interested students must apply for and certify that they are eligible for
the service, but the good news is librarians can certify eligibility. Indi-
viduals who are legally blind, have a visual or physical disability that
prevents them from reading standard print or holding a book, or have
a reading disability are eligible. Only some types of dyslexia that quali-
fy as a reading disability must be certified by a medical doctor, all oth-
er qualifying conditions can be certified by a librarian. Complete infor-
mation is in the downloadable application. More information about
the Idaho Talking Book Service is available here on the Idaho Talking
Book website or by contacting Sue Walker at 208.334.2150. Free pro-
motional materials such as brochures, posters, and demonstration
players are also available. Help your students discover that reading
can be done with the ears as well as the eyes.
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GING FRUIT

An Argument for Audiobooks
One teacher’s take on why audiobooks are valuable for her students.

https://dailygeekette.wordpress.com/2015/03/02/an-argument-for-

audiobooks/

Unconvinced?

Take a look at this study from School Library Research at the AASL
website.
http://www.ala.org/aasl/sites/ala.org.aasl/files/content/
aaslpubsandjournals/sir/vol16/SLR Use of AudiobooksV16.pdf

Everyone benefits from audiobooks

The article Benefits of Audio Books for All Readers by Denise Johnson
looks at the benefits of audio books through a broader lens.
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/benefits-audiobooks-all-
readers

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS @

YA Sync

Sync is a free summer audiobook program for teens 13+ and it
works like this:

Each week during the summer starting on April 27, 2017, Sync
offers two audiobooks for free download. Usually it is a current,
popular title paired with a similarly themed classic title, but not
always. No duds here—all the titles are interesting, popular best-
sellers.

The week of April 27, go to http://www.audiobooksync.com/,
where you can download Overdrive, and then download that

week’s two titles. From there you can listen on your computer, or
transfer the books to a mobile device. The titles never expire and
are the reader’s to keep. Instant summer reading for teens!

DIGITAL TOOLS

LiLL.org’s Read Aloud Tools

Many of the research and reference tools
available at LiLl.org include an option to read
the text aloud right from the computer.

K12 students will find it helpful to use the
“Text-to-Speech” tool found in the Tools &
Setting Menu in World Book Student and
World Book Advanced. Younger students
using World Book Kids will find an option to
“Hear the Text Read Aloud” in the Tools
Menu.

Low Hanging Fruit is available through school libraries, and made possible with support of the Idaho | ICf e nission

Commission for Libraries. For previous editions, go to http://libraries.idaho.gov/lowhangingfruit.

for Libraries


http://www.loc.gov/cgi-bin/zgate.nls?ACTION=INIT&FORM_HOST_PORT=/prod/www/data/nls/children/catalog.html,z3950.loc.gov,7490&CI=123112
https://webopac.klas.com/id1aopac/C:/Users/jeannie.standal/Documents/ABlank%20Forms%20Templates%20or%20Guidelines
http://libraries.idaho.gov/page/eligibility-applicationsC:/Users/jeannie.standal/Documents/ABlank%20Forms%20Templates%20or%20Guidelines
http://libraries.idaho.gov/landing/talking-book-service
http://libraries.idaho.gov/landing/talking-book-service
mailto:sue.walker@libraries.idaho.gov
https://dailygeekette.wordpress.com/2015/03/02/an-argument-for-audiobooks/
https://dailygeekette.wordpress.com/2015/03/02/an-argument-for-audiobooks/
http://www.ala.org/aasl/sites/ala.org.aasl/files/content/aaslpubsandjournals/slr/vol16/SLR_Use_of_AudiobooksV16.pdfC:/Users/jeannie.standal/Documents/ABlank%20Forms%20Templates%20or%20Guidelines
http://www.ala.org/aasl/sites/ala.org.aasl/files/content/aaslpubsandjournals/slr/vol16/SLR_Use_of_AudiobooksV16.pdfC:/Users/jeannie.standal/Documents/ABlank%20Forms%20Templates%20or%20Guidelines
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/benefits-audiobooks-all-readers
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/benefits-audiobooks-all-readers
http://www.audiobooksync.com/

idaho
Commission

Low Hanging Fruit is available through school libraries, and made possible with support of the Idaho | ICf
i for Libraries

Commission for Libraries. For previous editions, go to http://libraries.idaho.gov/lowhangingfruit.



